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INTER“ARAB AFFALRS 


ATOMIC WEAPONS RACE SPREADING TO MIDDLi EAST 


Dangers of Atomic Weapons 


London AL=HAWADITH in Arabic 23 Aug 80 pp 17,18 
[Article: "Mr Giscard: What If Iraq Makes an Atomic Bomb?") 


(Text) The recent conference to review the Atomic Weapons Limitation Treaty coincided 
with an extensive propaganda campaign against Iraq's nuclear program. The secretary 
general of the United Nations, Dr Kurt Waldheim, took advantage of the 4-week meeting 
in Geneva to write a letter to all UN representatives in which he cautioned against 
the increasing danger of nuclear weapons proliferation, and emphasized the urgency 

of finding a solution to the problem. To dramatize his point, Dr Waldheim invited 

the director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Professor Siegfried 
Eichland to show a film of an atomic bomb explosion. His motive: to show the world 
the destructive capacity of nuclear weapons and enlist support against their spread. 


The conference coincided with a strange development. Instead of the usual Israeli 
campaign against the [Iraqi nuclear program--or any similar Arab program-- 


Iran emerged as the most vehement opponent of Iraq's nuclear development efforts. 

An Iranian group calling itself the ‘Organziation to Defend the Islamic Republic’ 

is reportedly pursuing French scientists who work on the Iraqi nuclear project. This 
development has prompted che French Government to take extraordinary measures to pro- 
tect its scientists. The [raqis claim that the joint Israeli-Iranian campaign against 
their nuclear program is neither a coincidence nor a surprise, but is something to 

be expected. By lumping the lLranians with the Israelis, the Iraqis appeer determined 
to discredit the new [Iranian regime. 


In a satirical commentary inspired by the [Iranian anti-Iraqi campaign, the JERUSALEM 
POST published a caricature showing President Giscard d'Estaing being interviewed by 
a television reporter. 


(Reporter) Mr Giscard, what if Iraq makes an atomic bomb? 


[Mr Giecard|) Then the Iranians will view that as a threat to them. Tehran will then 
seek to buy atomic bombs. 


(Reporter) What then? 














[Mr Giscard) Well, ah, ah, ... I think that in a1) Likelihood we will reach a 
reasonable agreement, 


The caricature Le capable of two interpretations: 


either France la trying to urge Iran to resume ite nuclear program, which was halted 
when Che Shah was ousted from power, or France 16 convinced that nuclear balance is 
the only means to insure atabilicy in the region [the Middie Last). 


Among the reasons ‘or the apparent lack of coneslon within the antienuclear movement 
ie France's position within the "nuclear club" a8 an non-eignatory of the nuclear 


non-proliferation treaty. This dlecrepuncy, and the tact the France supplied lurael 
with the Damona nuclear reactors, undermines the effectiveness of lerael's anti-nuclear 
campaign. France, furthermore, is the only country which cleiee to know for certain 


that [erael possesses nuclear weapons, 


As things now are, the situation is like this: Iraq is 4 non-nuclear nation and a 
Signatory of the nuciear non-proliferation treaty; it is seeking to acquire a nuclear 
capacity. lerael, on the other hand, has a nuclear capacity, is not a alignatory of 
the non-proliferation treaty, and opposes international inspection of its VDamona 
reactors. France, 4 nuclear power and nonsignatory of the non-proliferation treaty, 
is helping @ nonsignatory government to acquire 4 nuclear capacity, 


According to a report by the sclence editor of London's FINANCIAL TIMES, France is 
acting responsibly. The report opens with 4a statement attributed to an official of 
France's ministry of industry, who claims that “membership in the nuclear club ie no 
longer open.” The nuclear club includes the United States, the Soviet Union, britain, 
France, and China. The French official's claim is supported by reference to the 
reaction of the nuclear club members to India's atomic explosion in the early 70's, 


The Indian explosion, according to the british editor's report, caused France in the 


mid / to change its position on non-proliferation. Before that, France reportedly 
did oy to discourage other nations from acquiring nuclear weapons. it did not 
take pact in any debate on non-proliferation, including the one on the non-prolifer- 


ation treaty iteelf., Subsequently, however, France did participate in the so-called 
London Club discussions sponsored by a group of countries engaged in the export of 
nuclear technology. As a result of those discussions, France decided not to supply 
Pakistan with advanced nuclear equipment. While still refusing to sign the non- 
proliferation treaty, France's present policy is to refrain from the sale of nuclear 
equipment to any country without the approval of the International Atomic Energy 


Agency. 





For this reason, France is angered by the lIeraeli propaganda campaign, particularly 
in view of the fact that che International Atomic Energy Agency has approved the sale 
of nuclear reactors to Iraq. Another factor contributing to France's ire is the fact 
that Israel continues to decline to sign the non-proliferation treaty while Iraq has 
already done so. “Even the United States," according the the science editor of the 
FINANCIAL TIMES, “which for 4 years under President Carter has worked hard to push 
the treaty, appears unperturbed by the French-Iraqi deal.” 


For their part, the lraqis insist that their nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
only, and that the international agreements |regulating the sale of nuclear equipment 


2 








and fuel) to whieh the Ilraqia have agreed will serve an a wullicient guarantee, Lt 
lu interesting to note in thie connection that the U.S. Congress lo now debating 
Whether to tollow through on President Carter's promise to supply India with uranium, 
Sot Menbers OL Congress suspect that India will use the uranium to produce weapons, 
Theis eceptictem has been strengthened by the fact that Pakistan ie about to produce 
its tiret atomic bomb, Jonathan Bingham, 4 democratic congresaman from New York 


tate, ecofie at the term “useful purposes," which 1# often used to justify the sale 
ot nuclear fuel, He maintains that a nuclear explosion [the correct term is chain 
reaction] Ls the same whether used for peacetul or military purposes, Explaining 
hie posltion turther, Mr Bingham asserted that while he does not accuse India of 


seeking. to produce atomic weapons, he was, nevertheless, critical of his country's 
permittiog India to Lynore international regulations regarding the use of nuclear 
fue] ‘That attitude," he continued, "Le bound to encourage other nations to go 


ahead w th thelr atomic weapons programs," As Mr Bingham sees it, the problem goes 
beyond the mere question of U.S.-Indian relations. 


Even though what the congressman says about Indta does not apply to Iraqe-many of hie 
(Ul ,eagues are opposed to the lraqi deal only a6 a gesture of support for lerael, 

All propaganda aside, the American establishment (Government) has its own explanation 
for the reasons prompting Iraq to push ahead with ite nuclear program, The predom 
inant view is that Lraq is not in the best position for a controntation with Ilran or 
with lerael, To strengthen tts position, according to this view, ILraq needs a dis- 
tinction of some type, and no distinction is better than possessing an instrument of 
extraordinary power, While the fear associated with the spread of nuclear weapons 

is nothing new, the present situation, according to the American view, ts different, 
The reason behind the new fear is not related to the Iraqi program as such, although 
propaganda would make Lt appear to be that way. The actual reason has to do with the 
oll and energy cetses. All countries are scampering to insure their future energy 
supplies, and nuclear energy is seen as one of their best options, The race is 
therefore on=-and the door 1s wide open--to hit two birds with one stone: insure 
energy supplies and produce atomic weapons, 


fhe furor against the Iraqt nuclear program is especially loud because Iraq is in the 
Middle kas and the Middle East is nor far from explosion. Despite the fact that 


much of tie fturor emanates trom Israel--and Iran, lately, to some extent~--responsible 
irc les throughout the world blame the situation on Israel for having begun the 
oar race oad for having tatroduced nuclear weapons to the region, 


in introduction to «a book published by the [London] Inatitute for Strategic Studies 
the autnors have this to say about Israel's present options and future strateyy: 


At a time when the danger of the spread of nuclear weapons is causing great anxlety 
about the future, the nuclear non-proliferation treaty notwithstanding, there is 
littie doubt that the Middle East is the most sensitive and dangerous region on ear’, 
The region consists of 4 oumber of small countries with Limited capacities and re- 
sources, currest!y engaged in a sharp conflict that remains essentially a local one. 
but despite the tact that mankind faces more potentially devastating dangere--the 
possibility of « suclear confrontation between India and China, for example, or 
among Che superpowers over permitting Germany to acquire nuclear weapons--the Arab- 
leraeil conflict, trom tne inception of the Jewish State, has been characterized by 
an ever present votential to envelop the region in a nuclear face-off. The prove 
ibility that such a confrontation will take place is increasing. 














lt, a6 16 belleved, Lie Countries of the reyion are engaged in local production of 


Hucleat weapons, Lie othmulue tor ouch activity le traceable to the existence of a 
oali, Vul advanced, nuclear capacity in lerael, one that has 4a oigntfiileant military 
potential, a4) oltielal protestations to ite peacetul intentions notwithstaiding, 

die lear that thle capactty engenders is due in yreat measure to the nature of the 
laraeil nuclear program, the wind of tacilities it employs, and the high secrecy that 
surrounds the whole aflair, <A second contributing factor is that Israel le constantly 
beset with dangers lo its security, 


All aftgumente to the effect that Lt le neither necessary nor rational to introduce 
nuclear weapons in the Arabeleraeii confrontation apide, the one certain tact ol 

Life in the Middle Hast io that lerael has created and developed a nuclear military 
option, and that the only practicai use of its nuclear lactiities is the production 
Of plutonium, the key component of nuclear weapons, Whether the production of plu» 
tunlum io the principal yoal of lerael's nuclear program or merely a seconds, y bene- 
‘it t& beside the point. The Lact remains that there 16 an intimate connection 
between a country's sclenatific and technological capacity and its ability to produce 
Weapons of modern war, This centra, fact and the possibility that these resources 
could be diverted to military use cannot be ignored, All agreements, guarantees, 
and claims that a country's intentions are peaceful notwithstanding, the fact remains 
that 4 nuclear reactor used for the generation of electricity and heat could, at 
little additional cost, be turned into @ facility for the production of fuel for 
weapons of masse destruction, And herein lies the greatest danger of nuclear prolif- 
eration, 


The lrony of the present situation ts that the Israeli argument against the Lraqi 
nuclear research program 1s precisely the same one once used against Israel's, 
(Yor turther information on this point, the reader is urged to read the article by 
a University of Tel Aviv physicist, which appears lates in this paper.) 


Egypt's decision to end its conflict with Israel has so weakened the Arab alliance 
that a reasonable soiution on the kastern front is less likely. There simply is not 
suffictent military strength to end the Israeli occupation, At best, Syria's call 

to Create 4 etrategic balance based on traditional weapons might deter Israel from 
further aggression or deprive it from a decisive victory in a future conflagration, 
kxperts on the Middle East now are conviced that the only balance that is capable of 
compelling Llarael to withdraw from occupied Arab territory, a8 well as convince the 
Arabs that lorael cannot be eliminated, must be based on nuclear parity. This, the 
experts agree, 16 the only way to bring about an internationally acceptable solution, 


The teeue of nuc var parity, however, is mot free of complications. Iraq's distinction 
a6 the (iret Arab nation with «a nuclear program is bound to give it an extra politi- 
cai clout. This prospect 1s a cause for concern among its Arab neighbors. They will 
have two options: either surrender military and political leadership to Iraq, or 

live with the possibility of having that country interfere with their internal affairs 
to impose its leadership role upon them. The consensus of opinion among Lraq's 
neighbors ie that he who wields che ultimate weapon will be able to maneuver things 

to his own advantaye, 





based on this reasoning, Western diplomats and military experts see in the [raqi 
development a danger of pitting Arab against Arab in a confrontation that is no less 
ominous than the one pitting Arabe against Israel. This potential development on the 











Loternational scene has been underscored by the French scientist Francis Perin, 

(See his article in @ later part of this paper.) Perin is dismayed over the possi- 
bility that Lraqe-a backward, undemocratic and unstable country, as he describes Lt-- 
should come to have a nuclear punch, 


ln addition to Perio, others have criticized France for dealing with lLraq as though 
it were another Western democracy. These critics expect the [raqi nuclear program 


to be «a recipe for instability in the region. Iraq's neighbors, the critics argue, 
wil tewel threatened, and Iraq may be tempted to force these countries to Low its 
political Line or annex them outright. The Israelis point out that if this ts Amer- 


ica's understanding of regional stability, then America has already accepted the in- 
evitable fact of Iraq's dominance over the Gulf and Syria in exchange for Iraq's 
pledge to insure the West's oil supply and to keep the Soviets at bay. Another 
implication, according to the Israelis, is that America has finally agreed to impose 
oo Lsrael a solution to the Palestinian issue. 


based on this analysis, observers in Western capitals see in the joint israeli-lrantan 
oppositio to Lraq's nuclear effort a development of far-reaching implications. 

while they admit that the opposition is not coordinated, they emphasize that it is 
realistic, The Israelis are anxious to defend their gains on the Eastern front; the 
[ranians are equally anxious to keep Shatt al-Arab and the Gulf under their control, 


Other French critics question another aspect of the stability issue. What would 
France do, they ask, in the event the present Government of Iraq is toppled or re- 
placed by a less teliable one? How will France react to civil unheavals in Iraq 

and the possibility that nuclear facilities might fall under the control of a less 
dependable group? These critics claim that all autocratic governments are susceptible 
to civil war. They argue that this being the case, the nuclear capability that 
frauce helped to create in Iraq will never be completely secure, all guarantees not- 
withstanding. Strangely enough, however, the Israelis who also share this view find 
themselves defending the Soviet Union which, like Iraq, is governed by a non- 
democratic government, amply supplied with nuclear weapons and facilities. Professor 
Niman of Israel told Yadiot Ahranot that "the Soviet Union has demonstrated a unique 
respons bility in disseminating and exporting nuclear know-how and technology.” 

dnen asved whether the availability of nuclear weapons to Iraq would create a balance 
of terro” similar to the one that exists among the superpowers his answer was an em- 
pnatle yes. According to Niman, the great powers are responsible and can keep the 
lid on that balance. In one sentence, the professor managed to divide the world 

intc responsible and irresponsible nations. 


This strange scenario, which compelled France to send an official delegate to Israel 
to investigate that country's furor over the [raqi-French agreement, finds [Israel 
ready to accept to live with this balance of terror provided Iraq is pronounced a 
responsible country! Only such a declaration could save Prance the need to justify 
its position. 


Interview With General Hackett 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 23 Aug 60 pp 19,20 


{Text} Nuclear proliferation is currently the focus of a worldwide debate. In par- 
ticular, Iraq's entry into the nuclear arena together with Israel's established 














Huclear capacity add another dimension to the Middle East crisis. A new solution 
based on nuclear parity appears to be emerging. In this special issue AL-HAWADITH 
sought the opinions of one of Britain's mout famous military men, the former com 
mander of iritain's NATO forces, General Hackett. He is the author of “The Third 
World War,” in which he discusses the problem of nuclear proliferation in the Middie 
pe. General Hackett is also a former deputy chief of staff of Britain's armed 
orces, 


(Question) A great aumber of experts view Lerael's nuclear capacity as a decisive 
military factor in the Middle East. Should the effort to find a peaceful solution 
fail, ae has the effort to resurrect the Camp David accords, do you believe that 
atomic weapons will play « fundamental and central role in the Middle East conflict, 
either in an actual war situation or one in which the threat of war is used? 


|Anewer) I will noc go that far, but I do think that it will be an important factor. 

1 also hope that things will come to that. 1 view lerael's nuclear capacity as a very 
important tactor, but not necessarily a decisive one. For as iong as lerael is 

bound to the United States, it will not have full freedom of action, especialiy in 

4 matter of such importance as the use of nuclear weapons. As I see it, then, Ilerael's 
nuclear capacity is an important but not a decisive factor. 


[Question] Does Israel need atomic weapons? 


[Answer) The question as to why any country needs a military capacity may be answered 
simply by the fact that each country needs to defend itself, the best way it can. 
True, however, Israel has only a limited defense responsibility and not a general one. 
Furthermore, the Israeli Army can handle that responsibility in the war it might have 
to fight. Most countries prepare themselves for a general defensive war. Israel, 

on the other hand, prepares itself for a limited situation. Based on this, it is 
logical and reasonable for countries preparing for general war to equip themselves 
with all the weapons they need and expect to use. As for Israel, the situation is 
different. That country's defense problems are limited and are premised on 4 war with 
its Arab meighbors. What, then, is the need for nuclear weapons’? Obviously Israel 
expects to use these weapons in a future war with the Arabs. But Israel will not 

act alone. It is dependent on the West, especially the United States, and I cannot 
imagine Israel resorting to nuclear weapons without permission from the United States. 
Furthermore, I do not believe the United States will permit that. The United States 
needs [Persian] Gulf ofl and will not permit Israel to use a weapon of this type. 

I do not, therefore, view Israel's nuclear capacity as a direct and immediate threat 
to her Arab neighbors. 


{Question) Some of America’s military ~en and politicians insist that the most im 
portant thing is oil. They maintain that the flow of oil could be aaintained even 
in the event of small wars in the region. It seems that they care more about oil 
than people. <Any comments? 


{Answer} I said earlier that as long as the United States is dependent on Middle 
East oil it will not permit Israel to use nuclear weapons, for the moment it does, 
the oil will dry up. 


[Question] Why will the oil dry up? 








|\Amewer! Because | cannot see Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Emirates or any other nation 
seliing o1) to Che Americans if lerael uses nuclear weapons againat the Arabs, israe! 
flow cansot undertake any military action, with or without nuclear weapons, without 
fitet onsulting the United States. There will be a new situation in November, 

when ¢ new president will be elected. The importance of the Jewish vote, especially 
in Nev York, will diminish. After November, the United States will be able to re- 
view, the Arab-leraeli conflict more realistically. 


(Question) Are you saying that the Arab voice will gain at the expense of the Jewish 


one? 


\Anewer) 1 ae saying that any move favorable to the Arabs by the candidates will 

cost them Jewish votes. But after the elections, the Palestine issue will return. 
israel will have to make acceptable concessions to the Arabs in the Palestine pro- 
blem. 


(Question) Having done military service in the Middle East, you know the region 
very well. Should Israel decide to use nuclear weapons, what military strategy 
would it follow? 


[Answer) I have no idea. I cannot answer this question. I'd need many more details 
to give a correct answer. 


(Question) But in your book "The Third World War" you assumed--among other things-- 
that war could begin in the Middle East. 


Answer) It is possible as 1 said earlier that Israel could be kept neutral. When 

i wrote ay book, President al-Sadat was visiting Israel. I was not ready at the 

Cime Co @ake any assumptions that might complicate his mission. I did assume, how- 
ever, that in the event of war between the two superpowers Israel's neutrality could 
be guaranteed by the United States and the Soviet Union. But, of course, many things 
have happened since, and Israel must now be made to understand that it must offer 
concessions, especially with respect to Jerusalem. Jerusalem cannot be the unified 
capital of Zionist Israel. 


[Question) What makes nuclear weapons a deterrant weapon or, at least, a decisive 
weapon in general? 


[Answer] Fear that the weapon might be used. But I don’t see a nuclear war breaking 
out, at least not in the near future. The Soviet Union and the United States save 
the largest nuclear arsenals on earth. They will continue to cooperate in avoiding 

a worldwide catastrophe. After 1985, however, some Middle Eastern countries, Iraq, 
for example, and some [Latin] American countries will have nuclear weapons. The 
world will face a difficult period in the 90's. 


[Question] Why, then, do the Western powers try to prevent iraq from possessing 
nuclear weapons? 


[Anewer) First, it has always been difficult to determine what the Iraqis want or 
do not want. Secondly, they do not need atomic weapons. If thev claim they need 
atomic energy for peaceful purposes, one can say that they have an enormous amount 
of oil. The whole world does not wish to see Iraq or any other country possess an 


atoMic capacity. 

















(Question) "Oil is too valuable to burn," the former Shah of Iran used to tell a 
Quiescent West, The Shah was on his way to obtaining a nuclear capacity without 
any objection or token resistance from the West. Why then the furor over Iraq and 
earlier over Pakistan’ 


|Answer) Iraq's oil is enough for another 25 years, at least. Iraq does not need 
atomic energy. israel has no oil. 


{Question} Do you really believe thie? Is it not more correct to say the West 
supports lerael and opposes Iraq, which, unlike the Shah's Iran, is not tied to the 
Weac? 


lAnewer) You say Iraq's ofl will not last forever, and that Iraq will need to 
supplement its energy resources with atomic energy. Very well. If we are talking 
about peaceful applications of atomic energy, then Ierael, not Iraq, needs atomic 
energy. But if we are talking about weapons, then Iraq will use ite atomic energy 
as 4 weapon only. 


(Question) Even in the case of weapons, can we not say that iraq, an Arab nation, 
needs atomic weapons because I*rael has such weapons? 


[Anewer] i do not wish to go into details that might spoil this simplistic view. 


[Question] The experts tell us that the same nuclear reactors can be used for 
peaceful as well as military purposes. Having nuclear reactors and the cechnical 
skill to operate them would ultimately lead to the production of weapons. This is 
applicable to Israel or any other nation. When Israel, like India, first imported 
nuclear reactors, it was for peaceful purposes. 


[Anewer) I did mention earlier that the Israelis developed whatever nuclear capabil- 
ity they started with. But I maintain that they will not use atomic weapons without 
4 green light from the United States and the West. This is not true of Iraq. 


{Question] Have nuclear weapons rendered conventional weapons obsolete, or, gore 
precisely, can wars be won using auclear weapons only?’ 


{[Anewer] No. To win 4 war one must use armies and not rely on the destruction 
brought about by nuclear weapons alone. Nuclear veapons cause devastation, but 
they must be followed with infantry. To use nuclear weapons without follow-up by 
men is to seek destruction for its own sake. The Soviets used to say that all 
[future] wars would begin with the use of suclear weapons. Now they say that wars 
must begin with conventional weapons and maintained with conventional weapons as 
long as possible. The Americans agree. It is absolutely essential that a var 
launched with conventional weapons be terminated in the same way. 


[Question] Do you believe, then, that Israel will refrain from exercising its 
nuclear option in exchange for American aid? Would this not ultimately weaken Israel's 
ability to maneuver diplomatically?’ 


[Anever) It will. Israel is in a weak diplomatic position and will continue that 
way. This is precisely the point that the Arabs have failed to exploit. Israel 
cannot survive without support from the West, especially from the United States. 








The Arabe can survive, The Arab strategy must be to persuade America and the West 
that the flow of of] te contingent upon cultivating Arab friendship,and that building 
such a felendehip ie not possible without leraeli concessions in Palestine. 


(Question) Up to now, Ierael hase not officially admitted that it has nuclear weapons, 
Are there reasons for that’ Do you think an announcement to that effect would con- 
flem the existence of a military imbalance in the region’ 


|Anewer) Poseibly. 


\Question) Does thie have to do with the fact that the Arab countries are less likely 
to suffer ae much in the event of an Arab<leraeli nuclear war’ 


|Anewer] Of course. The population density in the Arab countries is guch less than 
ic ie in lerael. The Arab countries have extensive territories. While entire cities 
such a@ Baghdad, Cairo, and Damascus could be wiped out in a nuclear exchange, much 
of the Arab population would escape unharmed. Not so in Israel. If Haifa, Tel Aviv 
and the population centers in ite vicinity are destroyed, Israel would be finished. 


| hate to think of the possibility that cities like Amman and Damascus--which I have 
grown to love--could be destroyed in a nuclear attack. But it is possible to destroy 
Amman or Damascus or Beirut without posing radiation or nuclear fallout dangers to 
lerael. All this, of course, depends on the height from which an atomic bomb ts 
dropped. 


[Question] Let me ask about the Soviet position in this affair. The Soviets do not 
provide their friends with reactors that could be used for the production of weapons. 
They aleo withhold nuclear know-how. The extent of their nuclear foray in the Middle 
tast was to provide Egypt with a limited capacity reactor, now located in Inshas. 
Why? 


[Anewer!) The Soviet policy is to refrain from giving nuclear reactors to countries 
in the Soviet sphere of influence. The Soviets’ ultimate plan is to bring the 

Arab countries into this sphere. For this reason, they are not willing to intro- 
duce nuclear technology into the region. 


[Question] There is a rumor in the Weet that the Soviets have given assurances of 
aid t> certain Arab countries in the event these are subjected to « nuclear attack. 
The nature of these assurances is unclear or unknown altogether. How would the 
Soviets react to # situation in which lereel resorts to nuclear weapons” 


|Anewer|) I do not know precisely. All I can say is that the Soviets are motivated 
by ome objective: to increase their power and their ability to exercise it. All 
their actions are directed toward this goal. I hope you are realistic enough not 
to be wisled by those who claim that the Soviet goal is to further to the peace and 
prosperity of the Arab world. 


[Question] In the wake of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the revolution in 
iran, do you think the United states has developed 4a new Middle East strategy’ 


|Anewer) No. I think they are studying the situation. Their biggest problem, | 
think, is how to enlist Arab support. It does not appear that they have succeeded. 














This brings use back to where we began, t.e., Arab support for America is contingent 
upon what happens in Palestine. Unless the United States can pressure lerael to 
offer concessions acceptable to the Arabs, Arab support in the region will not be 
forthcoming, And without that support, American power is useless, 


(Question) It is not true, then, that the United States has withdrawn some of ite 
NATO forces to boleter its position in Southeast Asia? [The reference is more likely 
Lo Southwest Asta. | 


[Anewer) No. The United States has 2 divisions ready for deployment in crisis areas. 
These are the 825th and the lOlet. Both are stationed in the United States. That 

is no secret. They aleo have 2 marine divisions. These forces, however, are not 
under NATO command. All the Americans did so far is to improve the readiness of 
these forces. 


lerael Fears Egypt's Nuclear Development 
London AL-HAWADITH In Arabic 23 Aug 80 pp 20-22 


(Text) lerael's Supreme Court during the first week of this month met in secret 
session to consider an order by the country's Military Censorship Office to forbid 
the publication of the book “Nobody Will Survive After Us," on the grounds that 

the book reveals details of lerael's nuclear weapons program as well as the atomic 
@xpiosion carried out last September by Israel and South Africa. As its title sug- 
gests, the book authored by the leraeli journalists Eli Tayshir and Amy Dornan, is 
an epic glorifying lerae)'s military prowess and ite ability to destroy aggressors. 
The book, however, includes some information on Israel's secret nuclear program, 
details the adventures of Mossad--Israel's foreign intelligence organization--in ob- 
taining fuel for lerael's nuclear bombs, and makes references to the nuclear explosion 
conducted jointly in the Atlantic Ocean by Israel and South Africa. 


in seeking to end the ban on publication, the publisher argued before the court that 
all information contained in the book had been published earlier and could not, 
therefore, be classified as military secrets. The Military Censorship Office argued 
mot only that the ban should be upheld, but that the court proceedings be kept 
secret. in an effort to avoid precipitating a crisis, the court postponed decision 
on the ase. 


The details of the joint atomic explosion had earlier been made public by CBS cor- 
respondent Juan Rafin. The disclosure was made in Rome in order to escape Israeli 
censorship. Rafin's press credentials were later withdrawn by the Ieraeli Govern- 
ment in retaliation. 


ihe leraeli's nuclear weapons program has 2 objectives: To keep its and enemies 
gueseing, and to keep ite continually changing nuclear strategy shrouded in secrecy. 
By keeping its strategy secret, Israel hopes to preserve the vital element of sur- 
prise and to maintain the initiative in the event of a nuclear var. 


While, for example, both the United States and the Soviet Union can withstand and 
respond to an nuclear attack, Ierael cannot. The country's small size makes it ex- 
tremely vulnerable to nuclear attack, even by the smallest nuclear explosive. 
Furthermore, lerael cannot deliver a nuclear blow against its neighboring enemies 
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including Jordan and most of Syria [for fear of endangering ite own safety). Ilserael's 
huclear strategy gust, therefore, be very flexible, and both its capacity to develop 
nuclear weapons and to deliver them under all conditions must be assured. 


When France and larael signed the 1957 agreement for the purchase of Lerael's first 
nuclear reactor=-=the one at Damona, in the northern part of the Negev Desert--lsraei 
had already prepared a list of potential targets for its soon-to-be produced atomic 
bombs. France, too, had a clearly established goal when it decided to help Israel! 
with its nuclear program. The agreement took place soon after the Suez aggression 
[1956 war], which saw |Jamal) ‘Abd al-Nasir emerge as the clear victor and sole 
master of the Suez Canal. 


The detaile of the Damona agreement remain secret. Neither France nor Israel appears 
ready to divulge them, and this despite repeated efforts by both the United States 
and the International Atomic Commission. 


Two years earlier, under the Eisenhower Atom for Peace program, the United States 
had agreed to supply Israel with the Nahal Suriq reactor and to crain 56 Israeli 
ecientiste at the Oak Ridge Center and the Argonne National Laboratory. The United 
States was later surprised when it discovered that the majority of these U.S. trained 
scientists were working at the Damona research center rather than at the site of 

the American-supplied Nahal Suriq reactor. The discovery raised American suspicion 
about Israel's nuclear intentions. The United States on several subsequent occasions 
requested Aba Eban--Israel's foreign minister at the time--to provide assurances 
that his country was not engaged in building an atomic bomb. When chose requests 
went unheeded, the White House asked Israel's former prime minister David Ben Gurion 
for assurances. Ben Gurion's celebrated response, still used by Israel today, was 
that “Israel would not be the first country to introduce nuclear weapons in the 
Middle Fast." 


At the time Ben Gurion made that statement, he was preparing to sign the secret de- 
cision by the Israeli Government to begin work on that country's first atomic bomb. 
Many Israeli scientiets and politicians were opposed to the decision on 2 grounds: 
the excessive cost of the program, which, up to then, could only be afforded by the 
United Scates, the Soviet Union, and Britain--indeed, Brita‘n obtained most of the 
research results from the United States--and concern about adverse world reaction 
should news of the decision leak out. 





Ben Gurion and che generals who supported the decision--including Shimon Peres who 
took charge of the military component of the program--argued that France was willing 
to bear the major portion of the cost in exchange for the information soon to be gained 
by the U.S. trained Israeli scientists. 


Ben Gurion reportedly said at the time that France's then prime minister Guy Mollet 
had been dealt a severe lesson by Washington during the Suez invasion, and that Mollet 
had decided to ‘ree France from dependence on Washington and to build an independent 
French atomic capability. 


The opportunity to cooperate with France, Ben Gurion reportedly argued, would save 
Israel time and money. In response to objections that the program, if discovered, 
could generate adverse worid opinion, Ben Gurion reportedly said that he had told 
the Americans that Israel was constructing a large textile mill at Damona, and that 
they, the Americans, were satisfied with that explanation. 
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Known only to France, lerael began work on its atomic bomb in 1958. By the early 
608, ic had 8-10 plutonium bombs in the 20-25 kilo-ton range. It also became a 
producer of heavy water, a principal ingredient of the atomic weapons technology. 
Uraniu@ for the leraeli program was extracted from the phosphate mines in the Negev 
Desert. Between 30 and 35 tons were mined annually. Israel's uranium deposits are 
estimated at 40,000 tons. 


While work on the bomb proceeded, Israel began to look for a delivery system. At the 
time, it had only airplanes. Aware that airplanes could be stopped before reaching 
their targets, it decided to develop a missile-based delivery system. It was at this 
point that the leraeli game was discovered. American intelligence quickly learned 
that a number of the missiles suppiied to the Israeli Army by the United States 

were being modified at Israeli armament factories to carry atomic warheads. Washington 
became convinced that Israel had joined the atomic club, and that it had che capabil- 
ity to deliver an atomic blow against its enemies. 


Up to this point, none of the Arab countries, except Egypt, had considered the 
possibility of developing a nuclear program. The Egyptian program, located at Anshas, 
was based on a 3-megawatt Soviet reactor adequate for research purposes only. Presi- 
dent Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir's efforts to enlist outside cooperation for Egypt's atomic 
program were fruitless. One advantage of the Anshas center, however, is that it 
opened the way for training a generation of Egyptian nuclear scientists. Other 
Egyptians were trained in the United States, the Soviet Union, and Britain. According 
to a report issued last year by che International Atomic Commission, Egypt now has 

the largest number of nuclear scientists in the Third World. 


Egyptian scientists were among those present in 1974 when India carried out its first 
atomic explosion, some of them actually taking part in the experiment. To date, 
however, Egypt has not been able to initiate an advanced nuclear program of its own. 


Soon after the Indian experiment, a secret American intelligence report on Israel's 
nuclear activity was made public by error. Some believe the error was deliberate. 


The 5-page report, crammed with evidence, accused Israel of obtaining uranium ille- 
gally. Israel's intelligence organization, Mossad, was accused of stealing uranium 
shipments destined for Europe. The report listed several items as giving strong 
evidence that Israel was engaged in the development of nuclear weapons: 


--Israeli procurement of large amounts of enriched uranium, which is used exclusively 
for weapons manufacture. 


~-Israel's unusually large budget for missile development, indicating that the 
missiles were being modified to carry nuclear warheads. 


--Incr°easing the capacity of the American-supplied Nahal Suriq reactor from 1 to 10 
megawatcs, and the Damona reactor from 26 to 70 megawatts. (The new capacity of the 
Damona reactor enables it to produce enough fuel for 8 bombs annually.) 

~-Increasing the range of some of the already modified missiles to 1,000 kilometers. 


Until 1973, Israel's nuclear strategy was based on delivering an atomic blow against 
Egypt's High Dam. Israeli warplanes using Sinai Desert bases were capable of reaching 

















the dam. The Egyptians were  @nfident they could stop these planes with their Sam-6 
missiles. The Egyptians, however, had no hard information on the range of Israel's 
ground=to-ground missiles, che only delivery vehicles the Egyptian air defense could 
not stop. In the 1973 war, Egypt deliberately fired a few intermediate-range Skud 
missiles against Israel in a vain efforts to draw the Israelis to respond. The 
Israelis ignored the bait and the range of their missiles remained a secret, 


The lsareli strategy changed after 1973. The High Dam was no longer a first priority 
target, except in the event of another total war with Egypt. The Israeli withdrawal 
from two-thirds of Sinai renders a strike against the dam even more difficult. Many 
strategists ascribe Israel's hesitance to withdraw from Sharm al-Shaykh as evidence 
of ics unwillingness to abandon the only Israeli base from which the High Dam can be 
reached with long-range missiles. Western military experts believe Israel will not 
withdraw from the remainder of the Sinai Desert until it is certain that Egypt will 
not go to war with it again. 


[It is important to note here that the attention of Israel's nuclear strategists has 
shifted away from Egypt. It is now directed eastward and northward, primarily to 
Syria and Iraq. Striking against Iraq is now possible with the aid of long-range 
missiles equipped with nuclear warheads. Such a strike, furthermore, poses no fall- 


out danger to Israel itself. Iraqi targets are ..fficiently removed from Israel's 
borders. The situation in Syria is different, however. Israel cannot launch a 
nuclear strike against Damascus, for example, without endangering its own safety. 

le can, however, strike against Latakia or Aleppo, but the proximity of these 

cities to the Turkish border could expose Turkey to immediate danger. The proximity 
ot Jordan to Israel makes a strike against Jordan out of the question. 


Aware of these ramifications, Israel has begun to develop a so-called "clean" or 
"cactical bomb," one of limited power. To test its new weapon--conventional bombs 
io not require testing--Israel sought the aid of its strongest ally in the world 
\oday, the racist government of South Africa. 


Early in 1975, the two countries embarked on a joint program for the production of 
c.ean anc limited-power warheads. A team of Israeli nuclear scientists arrived at 
the nuclear research center of Wetwatersand University in Johannesburg under the 
pretext of an academic exchange program to begin secret preparations for the joint 
nuclear effort. Discovering that the nuclear reactor in Bilandaba near the capital 
city of Pretoria was inadequate for their purposes, the Israeli scientists built 

a new one in Valindaba. Conscruction of the reactor was completed in 1975, and 
wor. on the clean warhead commenced. 


Base on data gathered by its spy satellites, the Soviet Union in 1977 accused South 
Africa of making preparations to detonate an atomic bomb in the central part of the 
Calehari Desert. While denying the charge, South Africa refused to permit an in- 
spect..on by the International Atomic Commission. Its excuse: the inspection would 
jeopardize the area's military security. The Government of South Africa, following 
the example of Israel, also refused to sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty 
sponsored jointly by the United States and the Soviet Union. 


In September, 1976, the Israelis and their South African colleagues succeeded in ex- 


ploding a clean bomb in the ocean south of Capetown. The explosion was detected by 
an American satellite, and the story was revealed. 
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The proximity of the site of detonation to the African coast and the omall alse of 
the radioactive cloud convinced scientists that the experiment involved a clean 
bomb. According to the best avallable estimates, Ierael and South Africa can go 
into full military production by 1984, 


South Africa le quite satisfied with ite present nuclear strategy. It now has an 
effective deterrent, which, in an emergency, could be used to halt the advance of the 
black onslaught from the north. The emergence of an independent Zimbabwe makes thie 
danger all too real, 


The situation is quite different in Ilerael. Ite acquisition of a clean bomb that 
could be safely used against its tmmediate neighbors coincided with the furor over 
the Pakistani--the lelamic--bomb, This was followed immediately by news of the 
French-Iraqi nuclear deal. It is now certain that Pakistan has a sufficient supply 
of enriched uranium for a trial bomb before the end of this year. Should the 
experiment succeed, Pakistan, in three years, will be able to make enough nuclear 
weapons to put it in che same rank as France or, possibly, Britain. 


While the Pakistani bomb does not worry Israel, the Libyan connection to the Pakistani 
effort does. It is common knowledge that Libya has financed the lion's share of the 
Pakistani venture. It is also known that Col Mu'ammar Qadhafi of Libya has signed 

an agreement with Pakistan's former president Ali Bhuto. That agreement is still 

in effect. 


In addition to the Libyan-Pakistani agreement, the Soviet Union is now building a 
nuclear research center at Sirte on the Mediterranean coast. This center is capable 
of housing 2 reactors. A second center is being constructed at Taghrifat. When 

the two centers are completed, Colonel Qadhafi is expected to request General 
Zia~ul-Haq of Pakistan to deliver on the agreement, thus giving Libya a nuclear 
capability before the end of the 80s. 


These developments were followed by the disclosure that France was building an Dziris- 
type reactor ir Iraq under the trade name of Ozirak. The 70-megawatt reactor is 
capable of being used for weapons production, provided a sufficient supply of enriched 
uranium is available. 





The consensus now is that the lraqi reactor has or will change the nuclear equation 
in the Middle East. While, by Israeli estimates, Israel will be able to deliver a 
limited nuclear strike against the Arab world by 1984, and thus put chat world at its 
mercy for that duration, Iraq and Libya, in less than 3 years, will be able to 
neutralize the Israeli nuclear threat. 


Of greater concern to Israel, however, are reports that Egypt may re-enter the 
nuclear game. Egypt and Zaire early this year reportedly signed an agreement whereby 
the two countries will undertake the exploitation and further development of uranium 
mines in Zaire. Indeed, an Egyptian-Zairean company, with financial backing from 
West Germany, has reportedly been created for that purpose. Egypt last year also 
asked Washington to deliver on a long-standing agreement whereby the United States 

is committed to supply Egypt with 2 nuclear reactors. The agreement was contained 

in a promise originally made by former President Nixon, and later confirmed by 
President Ford. 
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The agreement wae made following the conclusion of the Cemporary disengagement 
treaty between Egypt and lerael, The terms of the agreement, which was accepted un- 
conditionally by Egypt, give the United States the right to maintain complete 
wupervielon of the reactors, A similar provision was adamantly rejected by lerael. 
The deal fell through, however, because the United States had reportedly promised 
Israel in secret not to deliver on the Egyptian deal unless lerael received the 
teactors promised to it under the same agreement. The fact of the matter is that 
luree. vever really wanted the American reactors 411 along; its sole reason for 
rejecting Che terms of Che agreement was to deprive Egypt from obtaining its share 
of the deal, 


Washiogton Le yet to respond to the Egyptian request, and it is unlikely that it will 
before the end of the American elections next November. in the meantime, President 
aiv-Sadat has not been idle, According to reports in the French presse, Egypt and 
France have been negotiating «a nuclear cooperation treaty for the past 6 months, 


stabliity in the region appears to hang in the balance. Failure to come up with a 
comprehensive political solution to the Middle East problem will in a few years 
increase the Likelihood of of nuclear one, According to these estimates, a workable 
solution must be found before 1984, 


Obeervers, however, do not rule out the possibility of a pre-emptive strike by 
luraele-in its traditional fashion--if an occasion presents itself. When its arsenal 
of clean and Limited-power bombs is complete 4 years from now, and before the Arabs 
manage to match that arsenal, Israel may just launch another so-called "preventive" 
war. Io the words of one French military commentator such a strike would be a 

"crue nuclear equalizer or mark the instant of certain nuclear suicide." 


Strategic Studies Institute Interviewed 
London AL-HAWADTTH in Arabic 23 Aug 80 pp 22,23 


(Text! Whenever strategic experts of the world's think tanks discuss the Arabs’ 
potential or developing a nuclear capability, they usually refer to the writings 


i [igyot's | Muhammad Hasanayn Halkal. This was the case, for example, when it was 
rumored that Libya's president was trying to buy an atomic bomb from China for use 
against leorael. The truth of the matter is that Haikal, as usual, was simply trying 


to arouse anxiety in the West. A second characteristic of Mr Haikal's writings is 
his attempt to portray Egypt as the undisputed leader of the Arab world, the country 
that holds the key to peace or war in the Middle East, as well as the one that 

could deter Arab leaders from undertaking actions that the Western world considers 
rash and destabilizing. A case in point, directly related to Mr Haikal's writings, 
is the current furor in the Western media against Iraq's attempt to acquire a nuclear 
capability, and che subsequent [but unfounded] charge that the Iraqi effort is tiled 

to Pakistan's nuclear program. The fact is that no such Linkage exists. As evidence 
for this assertion, we quote here 4a statement om the matter by one of the analysts 

of the London-based Strategic Studies Institute. 


Vakistan has possessed o nuclear reactor for a long time. The primary opposition 
tu the Pakistani nuclear program comes from India, and is based on that country's 
fear that Pakistan would channel its nuclear effort to produce atomic bombs, but 
India's fear is not the reason why the United States Senate took a dig view of Pak- 
istan's insistence on developing its nuclear program to the point where it can pro- 
duce atomic bombs. 
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AL“HAWADLTH tnquired further of Che expert, 


(Question) but the United States did cut off all aid to Pakistan even before the 
Afghanistan crisis, Why then does it not stop aid to larael despite the numrous 
official reports that lerael ta producing atomic bombs? 


[Answer| The United States’ primary objective is to get Pakistan to adhere to the 
terms of the nuclear nonproliferation agreement. learel ie not a signatory to that 
agreement. 


[Question] but, even so, the United States, to preserve wie spirit of that agree- 
ment, should discontinue aid to lerael., Why does it mot treat lerael and Pakistan 
equally? 


[Anewer}] That ie a good question, but | cannot answer it, My feeling ie that the 
Middle East should remain [ree of atomi. weapons. But the fact is that there are such 
weapons in the area, and the question now le how the United States can exert pressure 
to deter larael. Let us take India as an example, When India detonated ts first 
atomic bomb in 1974, there were angry reactions from the United States and (Pakistan's 
former president) ‘Ali Bhuto. The Canadians, who had supplied India with its nuclear 
reactor, also were angered, India, indeed, had promised Canada not to use the reace 
tor for making bombs. International agreements are not opposed to the spread and 

use of nuclear reactors for peaceful purposes. The problem came about when India 

made an atomic bomb. Now Pakistan wants to do the same and the race iv on, both 
countries are intent on developing their atomic weapons to the point where the peace 
of the region and the world might become threatened. 


[Question] The prevailing moderate view is that Pakistan wants the bomb for self 
defense. Why can't this argument be applied to Iraq? 


[Answer] The Israelis and the Indians claim that they would not use their atomic 
weapons, or that they will use them for digging canals and other such purposes as the 
Soviets do. But | have a dimmer view of how these weapons might be used, 


[Question] Yitzhak Rabin, when he was in office, reportedly once threatened to use 
atomic weapons. "There is no need to explain what we might do should we decide 

to strike Arab cities,” he said on one occasion. In response to that remark, then 
Senator Fullbright and political commentator Joseph Alop both intoned that Israel 
was threatening to use atomic weapons. 


[Anewer!] I beleve that Mr Rabin made the remark in response to reports that Syria 

had acquired Scud missiles, which not only have a devastating explosive power, but 

are capable of carrying nuclear warheads. In reality, a country with nuclear weapons 

would normally use these weapons as a deterrent. But if lerael decides to strike 

Cairo, it will only succeed in arousing even greater anger. This point needs further 

clarification. The Americans and Soviets have advanced delivery systems, This is 

not the case with the Pakistan, India, the Arabs, and Israel. The only means avail- 

able to the iatter is airplanes. Based on this, airports would become priority tar- 
ets. The only way to prevent an adversary from launching an atomic strike would 

be to destroy all its airports. Israel, however, has the Jericho missile, which is 

a moblle delivery system. This system, nevertheless, is classified technically as 

an air delivery system. by contrast, the Americans and Soviets house their rockets 
in underground silos. The silos are fixed targets. Hitting such 4 target requires 
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extreme.y accurate aiming abliity. Atomic bombe delivered from the alr cannot be 
aimed with thie kind of accuracy, They could fall any place, In the absence of 
guidance system, atomic bombs pose a danger that cannot be avoided, 


\Question)] You mentioned in a previous publication=--last April--that Lerael might 
use atomic weapons in a future war with the Arabs, 


|\Anewer) Observers have always tended to believe that lerael, in an extrem emergency, 
if ite survival te threatened, for example, might resort to atomic weapons, Thin 
beliel te in part inepired by the biblical Samson legend: "Me and my enemies," 

Jewiel propaganda tends to foster thie spirit in the leraeli armed forces, There 

wae © talk about the possibtlicy of Lerael using atomic weapons aganat Arab cities 
duriog Che Kamadan war, when lerael was temporarily faced with possibility of losing 
that war, 


[Question] Why, then, is the West in such an uproar over the prospect that Iraq 
wight develop an atomic bomb, especially since such a development poses no threat to 
the Weet? 


|Answer, The general feeling among those who already possess nuclear weapons is that 
countrles that com to possess atomic devices might someday use them, In my opinion, 
there te in the West a little sense of being “holier than thou." After all, the West 
suppiles the rest of the world with reactors, delivery system, and nuclear knowledge 
and Cechnology. Another theory, perhaps explaining Western anxiety, is that America 
and the West are supportive of Israel, while the Soviet Union le aligned with the 
Arab’. Any development that threatens to make an Arab-Israeli war more likely, 
according to this theory, evokes fear of a nuclear confrontation between the two 
superpowers, 


(Question) Why do the Soviets refrain from selling weapons grade reactors to Third 
World nations’? The Soviets’ only contribution to date was to give Egypt its Anshas 
reactor, one that, by Western estimates, is incapable of use for bomb production, 





|Anewer | believe that the Soviet Union does not produce reasonably emal! reactors, 
furthermor., the Soviets need all the reactors (ney could produce to take care of 
their own energy needs. They are looking ahead to the days when their o11 resources 
would dry up, sometime in the 608 according to current estimates, But I have no idea 
why they do not supply the Third World with suclear know-how, 


French-lLraq!i Nuclear Agreement 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 23 Aug 80 p 24 


‘Text! The French are the ones who have supplied Iraq with nuclear reactors and fuel, 
That action was based on a political dectsion by the French Government. Some French 
sclentists, however, have reservations about that decision, and their reservations 

are aleo politically motivated, Francis Perin, 4 member o!f the French Atomic Energy 
Commission since 1946, and executive chairman of that commission since 195l--He was 
confirmed in that position by Generai De Gaulle in 1960 to oversee Prance's nuclear 
progragr-is the quest prominent dissenter to the Franch-lraqi deal. Perin denies 

that there is a distinction between useful and military applications of nuclear 
energy. He ie of the view that any development in the fleld of nuclear technology 

is likely to set the stage for the production of nuclear weapons. He rejects the 
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notion that Lraq heeds nuclear energy on the grounds that Iraq io rich in oll re- 
sources, and claims that « less developed country such 46 lraq must concentrate on 
other, more eesential needs, 


VYrance's legal cover, of course, to that [raq hes signed the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty in 1969, and haw thus accepted the principle of putting its reactors under the 
supervision of the Vienna-based Laternational Atomic Energy Commission. While Perin 
Heither denies the important role played by this agency--indeed, he claims that it 

le doing an effective jobe-nor claims that Iraq will fail to live up to ite inter- 
national obligations, he cannot be sure, he says, that Iraq will not produce nuclear 
weapons,’ While we cannot accuse Iraq of planning to disavow its international ob- 
Ligations,” he says, "it 1s possible that fucure circumstances will, ae happened in 
india, lead lraq to the production of weapons," 


Verio belleves that the Likelihood of failing to honor the provisions of the nuclear 
non-proliteration treaty ie not Limited to Lraq. Lt 16 conceivable, he thinks, that 
ony Glgnatory to the treaty could at some point decide to repudiate its obligations 
on the grounds that the countries which originate the treaty are themelves failing 
to adhere to it. in support of his thesis, Perin cites the continuing nuclear race 
between the United States and the Soviet Union, He maintains that countries with 
omail nuclear capabilities and those, like lraq, which are just entering the nuclear 
field, could always argue that the major powers are themelves not living up to their 
obligations under the treaty. 


Yerin goes on to claim that France, by providing training to [Iraqi engineers and 
phyeictete, in addition to reactors and uranium, ie making it easy for Iraq to acquire 
nuclear weapons in « tew years. tis opposition to the Iraqi deal, according to him, 
is based on the assumption that it will not be easy to dissuade Lraq from moving in 
the direction of weapons production despite French Government assurances to the con- 
trary. "We must discourage the production of more nuclear,” he says, "even though 

we my not succeed comletely, especially in the case of the richer nations," 


While Verio te not fully aware of the details of the French-lraqi deal--the agreement 
wae Gigned after he left his position on the French Atomic Energy Commission--he 
feeie that France can control the situation, particularly since Iraq will be dependent 
on France for ite nuclear fuel needs, 





The French Government, on the other hand, denies officially that its agreement with 
lraq contains any special provisions not included in similar international agreements, 
Nevertheless, it insists on keeping the terms of the agreement secret, and this is 
precisely the point that lerael and the Zionist media are exploiting to cast sus- 
piletsion on the French-lraqi deal, 


ln an intervelw with FRANCE SOIR, Mr Perin indicated that lerael is concerned that 

the French-Iraqi desl might contain a secret provision that could theraten Israel's 
mecurity. Adding to this fear is the knowledge that Iraq, not satisfied with the 
French deal, has made other agreements with Italy and Brazil. While brazil can supply 
iraq with sizable amounts of uranium, Ltaly can provide additional reactors, as well 
a6 4id in the construction of a recycling facility, one that could be used for ex- 
tracting plutonium from spent uranium, in sufficient quantities to produce several 
nuclear bombs, 
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Commenting on this point, Perin saya: "Il am against .ecret nuclear aid agreements, 
ft is not logical to inaist on secrecy in the French-lraqi arrangement. This inslse~ 
tence 18 bound to create international suspicions harmful to France's interests," 


Perin ridicules the idea, most often perpetrated by cheap novels, that terrorist 
groups Chat somehow manage to acquire an atomic bomb could hold the world hostage 

by threatening to use the weapon, He points out that the acquisition and use of an 
atomic device require a greater deal of planning and technical skill, and that such 

4 teat 1s possible only in the industrialized world, Nonetheless, Perin acknowledges 
that he Ls concerned about the possibility of nuclear blackmail by the more powerful 
nutions. It 1s not imeoncelvable, according to him, that a nuclear power could use 
the threat of its nuclear weapons to compe!) compliance to its demands by other nations, 
The Middle East, Perin maintains, the theater of the Arab-Israeli conflict, is, by 
virtue of its turbulence and closeness to war, 16 the most likely target for this 
type of nuclear blackmail, Because the Israelis probably possess atomic devices, 
Perin continues, they are less likely to give in to this type of threat from their 
neighbors, and thus increasing the danger of an atomic conflagration, 


A high ranking Israeli military intelligence officer told the Knesset's Foreign Re- 
lations Committee that he believed Iraq was laying the groundwork for an atomic 
strike capability, and that it has moved some distance in that direction with the 
help of its nuclear agreement with France. What remained, the officer reportedly 
said, was the political decision to go ahead, The officer reportedly told the com 
mittee that the Arab-Israeli conflict was among the factors that led Iraq to opt for 
nuclear weapons, other factors being Iraq's position in the Gulf area and its radical 
political philosophy. 


[t 1s noteworthy that Israel's scientific community takes a more extreme position on 
the |[raqi development than that country's intelligence apparatus. The Israeli 
physicist Yuval Niman claims that Iraq did not import the nuclear technology for re- 
search purposes, and that Iraq's only research physicist is in jail. Niman further 
claims that the international scientific community had asked him to appeal for the 
release of the imprisoned [raqi scientist, but that he [Niman] was helpless in the 
matter. 


Mr Niman--who also heads the extremist Tahya Party--miintains the French reactor is 
too small for use as a source of energy, and that the only possible use for it is in 
bomb making. Niman told the JERUSALEM POST, and we quote him verbatim: "The only 
thing left for the Iraqis to do is select the kind of bomb they want. They can 

put a quick bomb together using enriched uranium, but plutonium can give them a larger 
number of bombs. The French reactor can produce 3 or 4 plutonium bombs per year, 

but with the aid of foreign scientists Iraq can make its first bomb in a year, 

or even in 6 months.” 


What prompted Israel's political circles to take Niman's remarks seriously is that 
they came on the heels of a visit to the scientists’ Tel Aviv University office by 
France's scientific attache, Dr Jacques Simon. The visit was ordered by France's 
ambassador to Israel, and was aimed at exploring the reasons for the concern ex- 
pressed by Israel's scientific community over the French-Iraqi deal, as well as to 
explain the position of the French Government on the issue. 
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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


ALL EC COUNTRIES SAID ABOUT TO RECOGNIZE PLO 





LDL90919 Kuwait AL-HADAF in Arabic 15 Jan 81 p 1 


['Amid al-Shanti report: "Full European Recognition of PLO Shortly; Abu ‘Ammar 
to Visit European Countries This Year"] 


[Text] London=-AL-HADAF has learned that all the European countries, including 
Britain, have informed the PLO of their approval for PLO Executive Committee 
chairman Yasir ‘Arafat to visit them some time later this year. 


Arab diplomatic sources have told AL-HADAF that most of these countries will fix 
dates for Abu ‘Ammar's visit some time very soon. 


They said that a full European recognition of the PLO will be announced following 
the next European Council of Ministers session. 


The sources said that President-elect Ronald Reagan's administration has given 
the “green light” to the EC to carry on with ite plan for a settlement of the 
Middle East problem. 


They said that the Reagan administration is abandoning the methods which the Carter 
administration used in bringing pressure on the EC to prevent it from submitting 
an independent initiative to solve the problen. 


The sources said that the Egyptian regime's recognition of the EC's role and its 
support for a European Middle East initiative is an implicit admission of the 
failure of the Camp David formula and its inability to achieve a comprehensive 
solution. 


The same sources described former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's visit 
to some countries of the area as a “trial balloon.” They said that the new U.S. 
administration disowned the trip after Kissinger was met with reservations by some 
Arab rulers and was not welcomed by then. 


CSO: 46802 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO OFFICLAL WANTS BRAZILIAN ARMS, TRAINING 
PY142043 Sao Paulo POLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 11 Jan 81 p 8 
[Article by special correspondent Inae Amado from Beirut} 


[Text] (Abu Jihad) deputy commander of the Al Patah and of the Assifa General 
Command, the second-most important man in the PLO hierarchy, yesterday stated 
that the Palestinians are interested in purchasing the most sophisticated weapons 
that Brazil manufactures. The PLO general also said that “he would be grateful" 
if Brazil could open ite military schools to PLO militants. 


(Abu Jihad) was talking about Brazil when he answered questions on the training 

of PLO military experts abroad. According to him, this organization sends trainees 
"to any country that will open its doors, and he would be grateful if Brazil could 
do the same." The countries which currently receive PLO trainees are the Arab 
countries in general and also Yugoslavia, Pakistan, India, the USSR, the PRC, 
Vietnam, Korea and some of the European countries. 


The general admitted that the PLO has foreign volunteers on the frontline but 
guaranteed that there were few of them. He explained that most of them were Arabs. 
usually Lebanese. According to (Jihad), "guerrilla techniques developed by the 
Palestinians are so advanced that they have become an export item. Palestinians 
supply information about these techniques to all those who struggle for their 
freedom and who resist foreign imperialisa.” 


The peace treaties signed by Anwar as-Sadat and Menahem Begin at Camp David vere 
a severe blow to the PLO because they destroyed the possibility of an alliance 
with Egypt. Therefore, the general said that the PLO is struggling for the unity 
of Jordanian, Syrian and Iraqi forces. (Abu Jihad) is fully aware of the problems 
these countries are facing: "We know that the current situation is different 

and that there are signe of weakness in these countries." 


cso: 3101 


21 




















INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 





ARAB CITIES CONFERENCE OPENED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 28 Dec 80 p 2 
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GAUDI ARABIA, TUNISIA TALKS CONTINUE 
Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 26 Dec 80 p 2 


{Text} 
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FUND TO HELP CHILDREN STARTED 





Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 24 Dec 80 p 2 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB BROADCASTING UNION ASSEMBLY ENDS 
LDO91330 Kuwait Domestic Service in Arabic 1000 GMT 9 Jan 81 


[Excerpt|) The work of the 10th session of the General Assembly of the Arab States 
Broadcasting Union ended at noon today at the Sheraton Kuwait Hotel. The session 
was under patronage of his royal highness the Amir of Kuwait, who opened the session 
last Wednesday. It was chaired by Ministry of Information Assistant Under Secretary 
for Broadcasting Affairs ‘Abd al-Aziz Muhammad Nasir. 


The General Assembly debated all subjects on the agenda and adopted the necessary 
resolutions to strengthen joint action in the sphere of radio and television and 
righten cooperation among the member states on the service of the aims of the Arab 
nation and its supreme interest and in support of its Pan-Arab causes. 


The assembly approved the new organization of the management director's board of 
the Arab States Broadcasting Union after i: decided to amend the sixth and seventh 
articles of the union's agreement, concerned with its chairmanship, deputy chair- 
manship and board of directors. The new organization is as follows: Kuwait, 
chairman; Palestine, deputy chairman; and the Republic of Somalia, Sultanate of 
Oman, Republic of Lebanon, Libyan Jamahiriyah, Kingdom of Morocco, Mauritanian 
Islamic Republic and Yemen Arab Republic, members. 





The General Assembly of the union has also decided to delegate to the Radio of the 
Voice of the Palestinian Revolution in Beirut the preparation of a monthly file 

to include reports which can be gathered about the material broadcast by the radio, 
television and press of the Zionist enemy in various languages, to be sent monthly 
to all member authorities. The assembly decided to consider the speech of the 
minister of state for the affairs of the Council of Ministers, delivered at the 
opening session, an official document of the union's General Assembly. 


The General Assembly expressed its appreciation to the state of Kuwait, represented 
by the Ministry of Information, for hosting the meetings and for the facilities 
it extended to the assembly. 


Chairman of the Arab States Broadcasting Union ‘Abd al-Aziz Ja'far has sent a cable 
of appreciation in the name of the participating delegation to his royal highness 
the Amir of Kuwait. In it he expresses the gratitude of the delegation for his 
patronage of the session and for the great and genuine Arab hospitality and welcome 
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accorded. The chairman of the union has also sent cables to the crown prince and 
chairman of the Council of Ministers and to the deputy chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and minister of information, 


The head of the delegation of the Palestinian Broadcasting Services Authority has 
J— 1 for convening the next session of the General Assembly of the union at the 
he rters of the union in Jerusalem, and, if this is not possible, at the 

cy headquarters of the union in Tunis at the scheduled time in 1983. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


OAPEC JUDICIAL BODY TO BE FORMED SHORTLY 
Riyadh AL=RIYAD in Arabic 8 Dec 80 p 7 


[Article by Dr Muhammad ‘Ali al-Saqqaf: "OAPEC Judicial Body, Unique Institute and 
One of Regional Organizations of Third World Countries; Institution's Constitution") 


[Text] Finally and after 12 years of the creation of OAPEC [Organization of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries], the organization's four institutions will be com 
pleted when all the measures for forming the judicial body are completed, consider- 
ing that the OAPEC Ministerial Council is scheduled to meet in Kuwait this Monday 
to consider the issue of selecting the members of the organization's judicial body. 


These final touches for completing the four institutions stipulated in article 8 
of the agreement creating the OAPEC constitute the outcome of numerous years of 
various meetings between the organization's officials and the experts of its member 
countries. 


The idea of forming a judicial body in a regional organization is not a simple thing 
accepted by the developing countries easily. What is more difficult for the member 
states is to approve for the judicial body broad powers which are often considered 
within the jurisiction of the member states themselves that are usually jealous 
over what they call national sovereignty. There are numerous examples in this 
regard of many attempts that have failed to create a court or a judicial body 
within the regional or ;anizations of the developing countries. What is more, some 
organizations have even failed to bring success to the idea of standing committees 
for the settlement of disputes between the member states of a oumber of regional 
organizations. Many a plan have been projected in the Arab League to create an 
Arab court of justice but have not been destined to see the light yet despite the 
goodwill of some of the member states. The same failure has been experienced by 
the OAU which was able at the outset to form a committee of African legists to 
settle disputes. But this committee failed to realize any success for a long time, 
thus ending with the termination of its presence in the organization. 


On the other hand, it can be pointed out at the international level that special- 
ized organizations, such as the OPEC, the Latin American Petroleum Organization and 
the International Energy Agency which includes the major oil consuming countries 
have not had agreements providing for the creation of a regional body or court 

such as the one stipulated in the OAPEC agreement. 


27 











The OAPEC agreement sets aside in ite fourth section five articles for the judicial 
body and article 21 of the agreement spells out the reaponsibility of the member 
states in reaching agreement on how to form thie inatitution and how to draw up for 
it the regulatory rules in 4 special protocol to be attached to the organization's 
agreement, 


Article 22 spells out the method for selecting the judges and article 23 defines 
the judicial body's powers to examine the various disputes of a compulsory or 
optional nature, Article 24 defines the nature of the decisions tasued by this 
body and how committing they are to the parties in a dispute, spelling out eape- 
clally the enforceability of these decisions in the territories of the member 
atates. Finally, article 25 accords the judges all the diplomatic immunities and 
privileges in the territories of the member states, 


before studying this body's constitution and powers, there are preliminary gen- 
eral observations that must be underlined: 


Firat, the creation of this body ie not a new resolution but a part of the agree- 
ment creating the OAPEC, This gives the judicial body a legal and constitutional 
content on which there can be no backing down, In other words, the OAPEC agreement 
has made this body one of the four institutions through which the organization 
exercises its powers and responsibilities, thus making ite formation and presence 
4 must because it te one of the organization's permanent and constitutional ineti- 
tutions. 


Second, drawing up 4 protocol for the judicial body in accordance with the stipula- 
tion of article 2) of the OAPEC agreement to regulate the method of forming this 
body and the rules that govern it does not mean that the member states have the 
right to introduce to the protocol provisions conflicting with some of the basic 
principles stipulated in the main articles of the agreement creating the OAPEC, 
These principles concern the body's powers and the enforceability of its decisions 
in the territories of the member states, 


Third, making the judicial body's decisions binding and implementing them in the 
territories of the momber states is considered an extremely significant legal in- 
novation in a regional organization of developing countries because most of the 
developing countries [words missing) usually under the cover of national sover- 
eignty. 


Fourth, by virtue of the various decisions it will iesue, this judicial body will 
boleter practically the policy of coordination first and, then, the unification of 
the ofl legislations of the member countries. This will lead to the emergence in 
the long run of unified of] laws in the Arab countries, 


We will also see from our study of the two parte (|presumably to be published later) 
on the judicial body's constitution and powers the degree of similarity and dis- 
similarity in some points between the OAPEC judicial body on the one hand and the 
European Court of Justice and the UN International Court of Justice on the other 
hand. 


In our study of the body's constitution, we will depend on a draft protocol drawn 
up in 1974 for discussion by the member states and to which, as far as we know, 
only minor amendments have been introduced. We do not believe that these amend- 
ments ewerve much from the draft or, at least, from its basic principles. 











Ihe VAPEC judictal body conatitutes a relatively independent tnatitution tneofar 
ae ite work, the appointment of ite chairman and rapporteur and the formulation 
of ite finanetal and adminiatrative bylawa--which are to be approved by the OAPEC 
Minieterial Counctl--are concerned, This te in contrast to the power given by 
the constitution of the International Court of Justice whose bylaws are subject 
to its own approval without the intervention of any other agencies, 


Like the judges of the International Court of Justice (article 20) and of the 
Luropean Court of Justice (article 2 of this court's constitution), the judges of 
OAPEC judielal body will take the oath to abide by neutrality and impartiality and 
to observe the protocol before tue organization's Ministerial Council prior to 
Assuming their duties, 


The judges will enjoy all the diplomatic immunities and privileges in the terri- 
tories of the member states-<a principle also stipulated by the organization's 
agreement, 


The member states pledge to respect the neutrality and independence of the judges 
and not to influence any of them in any form during their term in office, They 
also pledge not to bring these judges to account after the end of their term in 
oftice for any of the actions they take during their term in office, 


Finally, the body will be formed of Arab judges selected by the counci! from among 
individuals whose neutrality the council does not doubt and who are qualified to 
hold the highest judicial posts in their countries or who are legists of internal 
reputation, In this respect, each member state will nominate some judges and the 
counct] will appoint from among them the number agreed upon for forming the body, 


We will also see in the next part that the innovative aspect of this body and the 
body's importance is focused mainly in the sphere of its powers to settle disputes 
and in the binding nature of the decisions it adopts, 
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INTER@ARAB AYFALRS 


KUWAIT-RIYADH JOINT TIRE PLANT PLANNED 


Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 22 Dec 60 p 2 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PNC'S MAKCH MEETING~~Beirut~--AS-SLYASAH has learned from informed Palestinian 
sources that the Palestine National Council will convene in March and that delib- 
erations at the highest levels of leadership are now underway to prepare for this 
important meeting. The sources said that during ite session the council will 
discuss Palestinian-Jordanian relations in the light of the reaulte of the joint 
Valeatintan-Jordanian committee meetings. The counci] will aleo discuss the com- 
pletion of Palestinian national unity so that all the Palestinian revolution's 
factions will be represented in all PLO leading bodies, including the PLO Executive 
Committee, The council will tssue a complete statement defining the Palestinian 
stand on the most important internationa) iesues, It is worth noting that the 
National Counci] meeting has been postponed more than once for political reasons 
and that many Palestinian parties have been persistently calling for an urgent 
meeting of thie highest institution. [Text] [LD121307 Kuwait AS-SIYASAH in 
Arabic 6 Jan 61 p 1) 


PLO MEDIATLON--Kuwait, 16 Jan (GNA)--Salim Az-Za'nun, Fatah Central Committee 
member and Fatah representative in the Gulf region, has said that the PLO's 
efforts to stop the Iraqi-Iranian war have been ineffect(ve. However, he added, 
thie does not mean that these efforts should end, even though no one can tell 

when or how the war will end. In 4 statement published by the Kuwaiti paper 
AL-WATAN today, Az-Za'nun added: We hope that ‘ran will attend the Islamic summit, 
as its nonattendance would mean that the Islamic Conference would find it impossi- 
ble to undertake any efforts toward mediation between Iraq and Iran. Az-Za'nun 
denied reporte that there are contacts between the PLO and tor United States, saying 
that the official U.S. stand on the Palestinian tesue will not become balanced 
until the Arab nation learns how to use ite ofl weapon against the United States 
and ite interests. [Text] [JN160853 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0830 GMT 
16 Jan 81) 


MOROCCO-ALGERIA DISCUSS SAHARA CONPLICT--London, 18 Jan (RUNA)--Morocco and Algeria 
are holding talks aimed at solving the 5-year old war, diplomatic sources said 
here. Preliminary discussions aimed at defining the population of the former 
Spanish Western Sahara could result in a meeting between President Chadli Bendjedid 
and King Hassan before the end of January, Contacts on the issue between the two 
could also be made at the Islamic summit, the sources added. (Text) [1D181132 
Kuwait KUNA in English 1013 GMT 18 Jan 61) 














FATA OVVIGLAL ATTACKS , Fatah Central Committee 
member, tus alfirmed that “ing Husayn's regime to weaving plots and schemes 
to rol the VL of the right to revresent the Palestinian people and conse. 
quently that he to liquidating the Arabe' primary cause, the Palestine 
lnnue, to an interview with Kuwaiti newepaper ALeWATAN, Khalal said that 
the VL has obtained a secret document codenamed the seige operation pre- 
pared in coordination between lerael and the VPhalangiet gangs, Thi te 
aimed at inciting sedition anew in Lebanon and at atriking against the 
Valestinian reslelance, He explained that the Arab deterrent torces and 
the Valestinian revolution forces, in cooperation with the Lebanese 
nationaliete, will abort all these agyressive attempts, |Text) [JN161419 
Datiancuse Domeatic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT 16 Jan #1) 


REVISED AKA LEAGUE CHAKRTIR}-Tunie, 14 Jan (KUNA)}~-The revised charter of the Arab 
League wil! commit member etates to settle all disputes within the framework of 
the organization, league sources said Wednesday, The amended charter will be pre- 
sented to the Arab heads of state later this year for ratification, Should Arab 
forces be called to cope with « situation in an Arab estate, those troops will 
receive direct orders from the league's secretary-general, the amended formula 
said, in euch cases ali Arab states are bound to facilitate the tmplementation 

of such joint defence operations, In case of a foreign military attack against 

4 member etate, the league is bound to interfere without prejudice to the right 

of that etate for legal self-defence, the amended charter ruled, All specialized 
agencies will be considered as part of the Arab league irrespective of the charters 
of thelr operations, Such agencies will work within the overall] strategy formu- 
lated by the league which will undertake coordination, it said, No specialized 
agencies will be formed in future excepe on the express permission of the league's 
Council for Socto-Reonomic Integration, which will maintain the right to luquidate 
any of the exteting agencies, [Text}) [LD141300 Kuwait KUNA in English 1006 GMT 


14 Jan 1) 


KUWAIT, BAHRAIN TIES--Manama, Sun,.--The New Kuwaiti Ambassador to Bahrain Mousa 
Sulaiman Al-mousa said yesterday he looks forward to making more efforts to 
coordinate the "special" Kuwaiti-Bahraini relations, AKHBAR ALKHALIJ newspaper 
reported, Expressing his pleasure to be Kuwait's Ambassador" in his second 
homeland”, he said that he had the honour to meet with the Amir of bahrain when 

he presented to him hie credentials, [a6 published) We further exchanged views 

on amicable relations which reflect already established deep brotherly ties 
between the two countries, We hinted that his mission in Bahrain will not be 
difficult because he would be living among his family and in his country and 
because of the love and fraternity prevailing between the two countries, 

Al-Mousa confirmed that the bahraini-Kuwaiti relations” are special and distinc- 
tive” describing them ae a model to be followed by other countries, [as published] 
He praised the concern shown by the Amir of Bahrain over increasing cooperation 
between Balhirain and Kuwait in the interest of the two countries welfare and 
prosperity, [ae published) He said that he will meet with Bahrain's Premier 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa and the Bahraini Crown Prince and Commander- 
ine-Chief Sheikh Hammad Hin Rissa Al-Khalifa to work for developing the two coun- 
tries “special” bonds, [as published) He added that he will exert more efforts 
to consolidate these relations at instructions from the two countries wise leader- 
ships,--Kuna, [a6 published) [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 29 Dec 80 
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ABU DHABI<YAR LOAN--Sharjah, 16 Jan (ENA)--Muhammad Ahmad al-Junayd, YAR minieter 
of electricity, water and sewage, left the UAE today after a 3-day official visit, 
During the visit, he signed an agreement with the Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic 
Development for a loan of 37,5 million dirhams to the YAR. The loan is to be paid 
off in 20 years with a grace period of 5 years and at the interest rate of 3,5 
percent, This loan will be used to increase the generation of electricity in 

the YAR. The Yemeni minister also held talks with the Abu Dhabi fund officials 
on the possibility of financing a number of development projects in the YAR, 
[Text] [JN161359 Abu Dhabi Emirates News Agency in Arabic 1315 GMT 16 Jan 81) 


MOROCCO=ITRAQ TELEGRAPH LINE--A telegraphic line has been opened between MAP and 
INA. ‘The twoeway line will be operational for 24 hours and will enable the two 
agencies to exchange national and international reports, in accordance with an 
agreement concluded in 1978, in Arabic. Each agency will transmit the reports 
of the other over its internal and external network, [Excerpt] [LD051221 Rabat 
Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 2 Jan 81] 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


IDB FUNDS ALLOCATED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 31 Dec 60 p | 


(Article by Ahmad Shaaban) 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


AMENDING ARAB LEAGUE CHARTER--Manama, 11 Jan (GNA)-<A Bahraini minister Sunday 
complained that differences among Arab countries hinder the work of a committee 
formed to amend the Arab League charter. Bahrain's state minister for legal 
affaires Dr Husayn Muhammad al-Baharanah told the Bahraini newspaper AKHBAR AL~KHALIJ 
that the committee formed by the Arab League has only completed discussing the 
items of a proposed newly-amended charter during 10 days of meetings held at the 
Arab League's headquarters in Tunisia. He said in this way the committee will 
need hundreds of meetings to complete ite work which is the discussion of five 
documents. Dr al-Baharanah related this slackness in the committee's work to 
prevailing political trends. He called for leaving this job to legal experts 
instead of political deputies. [Text] [JN111706 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1600 GMT 11 Jan 81) 
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IRAQ LIKELY TO HOLD ON TO KHORRAMSHAR INDEFINITELY 
Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 23 Dee 60 p 3 
[Text] Basra, Iraq, Dec. 22. 


Iraq shows every sign of preparing for an indefinite occupation of the Lranian 
part city of Khorremshahr and the area immediately around it, according to 
reporters who visited the city. [ae published) 


They said they found the city devastated, emputy of civilians and echoing to the 
crack of artillery exchanges. [as published) 


But in a nearby village the Iraqi government was setting up basic services, 
including supplies of new farm equipment, for the people who have remained. 


These moves to establish an Iraqi civilian administration in occupied Iranian 
territory, which have been given prominence in the official Iraqi press, indicate 
that Baghdad will not easily give up the city which ite forces captured only 
after weeks of bloody house-to-house fighting. 


Baghdad has not said publicly whether it wants to keep Khorramhehar, the only 
Iranian town of any size occupied by the Iraqis in three months of war. 


But abosrbing the area into Iraqi life would be relatively easy because its 
inhabitants are ethnically Arab, rather than Persian. 


Shelling 


Iraqi control of the city was not one of Baghdad's original war demands but 
President Saddam Hussein told a press conference after the final capture: 

“Iran must know that the longer the war continues, the more additional rights ve 
shall demand”. 


Now only the Iraqi army lives in the shattered houses of Khorramshahr, which 
residents said is still shelled almost daily by Iranian forces to the south. 


In the city reporters said they picked their way along a street of shops blasted 
by shell fire. Their walls and metal shutters riddle with bullet holes. On one 
wall bullets had rockmarked a blue-painted picture of Iran's spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Khomeini. 























A dog eniffed at the rubbish strewn along the road, The deserted buildings echoed 
with artillery explosions and burete of heavy machine gun fire punctured periods 
of ailence, 


"There are no civilians in the main part of Khorramshahr, only the Iraqi army 
ie there”, said an old man who had joined Iraqi's reserve militia after 
Khorramshahr was taken. 


Because of the artillery fire lraqi army officers would not take reporters through 
the city to the Karun River, beyond which lie further built-up areas leading to 
the Lranian ofl town of Abadan eight miles away. 


Iranian forces hold buildings on the Abadan side of the river but the Iraqis have 
controlled the Khorramshahr side for about six weeks. 


The first village outside Khorramshahr on the road to Basra was devastated by the 
fighting and Iraqi troops have taken it over for billets. 


But in a second village of brick houses among palm groves, about two miles from 
the city, the Iraqi government has gathered the remaining civilians. The Iranians 
call it Dakada. The Iraqis have named it “Baath Village” after the ruling party 
in Baghdad. 
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BLOCKADE OF KURDISTAN DESCRIBED 

Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 19 Dec 80 p 3 

[Text] Teheran, Dec, 18, 

The civilian population of Kurdistan is suffering growing hardship in 4 war 


between Iran's revolutionary authorities and Kurdish guerrillas who want sore 
autonomy for the western region. 





Kurds who have fled to Teheran say they do not know how long the local people 
can survive 4 government economic blockade that is topping food and fuel getting 
through to Kurdish towns and villages. [as published] 


The blockade, which is apparently aimed at turning the civilian population against 
the Peshmerga (Prepared to Die) guerrillas, was imposed many months ago but will 
have more effect with the onset of winter. 


The province of Kurdistan is almost totally isolated from the rest of Iran, with 
all communications cut and surrounding roads blocked by Iranian troops and the 
revolutionary guards loyal to revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 


The Iranian Armed Forces heavily shelled the Kurdish stronghold of Mahabad during 
the last two weeks of September, killing an estimated 325 civilians, according 
to Mahabad residents who have fled here. 


Skirmishes 


Since then they say there have been skirmishes almost daily between Revolutionary 
Guards and the Peshmerga, who live in the hills and attack military convoys 
using Soviet-made AK-47 automatic rifles, Czechoslovak Brono rifles and RPG-7 
grenade launchers. 


Casualties on both sides are apparently quite high, even judging by regular reports 
in the official Iranian media, which rarely refer to Kurds but speak of clashes 
between Islamic warriors and counterrevolutionary mercenaries. 


Foreign correspondents have to sign a declaration pledging not to visit Kurdish 
areas before they are allowed to work in Iran. 


The Kurds, descendants of the Medes, are known to have lived in an area now 
including parts of Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey for some 4,000 years. 








rr _ 


Iran's 36 million people include several million Kurde, 


During thie century, the Kurds, reacting against economic and social disadvantages 
stages 4 series of rebellions againet the late Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and his 
father, Reza Shah, before him, seeking greater rights. [ae published) 


After the 1979 Iranian revolution, the Kurds, who had played a part in the over- 
throw of the Shah, again pushed for autonomy. But after unrest in Kurdestan with 
armed clashes between different Kurdish factions, the Teheran revolutionary authori- 
ties ordered a military mobilisation against the Kurds and heavy fighting ensued. 


The Kurds were shocked by a statement by Ayatollah Khomeini in which he described 
their religious leader Sheikh Ezzedin Hosseini as “a corrupt of the earth" and 
they have never forgottin it. 


Jiyan, a 39-year-old teacher from Mahabad, said that when shelling of Kurdish 
towns and villages began in September, the Peshmerga left the towns because they 
assumed the Armed Forces would then stop shelling civilians. But the shelling 
went on, he said. 





Jiyan described how the town of Mahabad--population 50,000--was transformed from 
a bustling market town into 4 disaster area at 11 a.m. on September 18, four days 
before the start of the war between Lran and Iraq. 


"Shells began thudding in from Iranian army positions on hills around the town", 
he said. “At first, people couldn't believe it. Then we all hid in our cellars. 
The shelling went on daily for two weeks, during which 325 people died and some 
800 were wounded". 


There was no independent confirmation of these figures. 


After the shelling stopped on September 30, the Kurds found that all communica- 
tions with the outside world had been cut and that the Armed Forces and Revolu- 
tionary Guards had surrounded Mahabad and other Kurdish towns and villages, he 
stated. 


Kurds can leave the area and go back but only after thorough searches. "No-one 
is allowed to bring in food, people are now living from their stored supplies", 
Jiyan said. 


"The people are shocked by the shelling and the blockade. They have never seen 
anything like this before. No even under the Shah", he added. 


Determined 


The official media accused Kurdish guerrillas of attacking two Teheran-bound 
passenger buses last week and killing nine people. 


Iran's revolutionary authorities say the Kurds are antirevolutionary because most 


of them refuse to help the war effort against Iraq and in some cases even obstruct 
it. 
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Jiyan said that the vast majority of Kurde want what they call Khod Mokhtari 
(autonomy) within Iran but not an independent Kurdish state, 


"Autonomy for Kurdestan, democracy for Iran" ie the slogan of the Iranian Kurdish 
Democratic Party, the biggest and most popular party in the region, headed by 
Abdurrahman Qassemlou, 


Mr Qassemlou said last year that the Peshmerga were prepared for a 20-year guer- 
rilla war, 


Jiyan, the teacher, said the people of Kurdestan did not talk much politics these 
days because they were too busy trying to find food. But he said the military 
and economic siege had only made the Kurds more determined in their aims. 
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IRAN 


AFGHAN REFUGEES ACCUSED OF SMUGGLING OUT MONEY, CRIMINALS, SAVAKISTS 
Tehran DONYA-YE IRAN in Persian 9 Dec 80 pp 1, 4 


{Text} Mohammad ‘Ali Tatari, Majles representative from Zahedan, said: 
Complicated and crucial problema still remain unsolved in our society. Due 
to the incomplete execution of Articles 29 and 43 of the constitution, the 
fate of municipal workers and other workers is still unclear. At the same 
time enormous salaries of royal court and SAVAK employees who fled the coun- 
try are still being paid. There is sufficient evidence available on this 
matter. Why should these people still receive retirement pay for their 
debauchery, persons who sold their nation's religion and faith, who stamped 
and sealed shut suitcases full of money and jewelry in Iran, and then opened 
them abroad’ 


The programs for the reconstruction of society are still in their elementary 
stages, and due to a lack of correct planning, the gap between the steel mill 
industry and the industries that utilize metal is still unfilled. To explain 
further, the puppet regime of imperialism and foreign monopolists intentionally 
obstructed the use of steel mill products as a new material for industry. They 
did this by sabotaging the construction of foundries and machine-tool plants 
for foundries and tron-working on a vast scale. The steel mill industry can 
play a basic and determining role in the industrialization of the country by 
producing auxiliary industries. That is to say, in the process of creating a 
steel mill industry, a network of machine-tool industries can be built which 
will function on the basis of steel mill products. 


Much of the country's borders are still not under control. As a result, a number 
of international middlemen have obtained so-called "commercial" cards, and then 
export a considerable amount of valuable objects under the rubric of trade goods. 
By making under-the-table deals they do not return the value of these goods. As 
an illustration, after the revolution's victory, the number of merchants who 

have obtained commercial cards for the export of carpets has increased six-fold. 
In addition, international smugglers are easily smuggling out coup d'etat plotters, 
criminals, and our capital as well as jewelry or cash, across our southeastern 
border by land and sea. They regularly import drugs. Therefore, the Majles has 
a fundamental duty to move more quickly to resolve the cultural, political and 
economic complexities of our society. 
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Here | consider Lt necessary to remind you of the tmmigration problem and the 
impolitic onslaught of the Afghan people, which has created difficulties par- 
ticularly in the provinee of Sietan va Baluchiatan, Unfortunately, officials 
do not pay enough attention to thie problem, easily passing it by. However, 
the problem is now in ite embryonte phase, and if it reaches birth, then ite 
reproduction will be uncontrollable, At the present time about 400,000 Afghan 
people have been imponed upon the poor population of thie region. Every day it 
(feates problema in regard to the deficient supply of provisions and general 
neceseities, | will mention a few examples in summary form: Several days ayo 
when | wae in my election diatrict, an important armed robbery took place on 
the /abol-Zahedan road, near the border with Afghanistan. Regardless of the 
damage to life and property, according to the statements of reliable govern- 
ment sources, thin robbery was committed after a pursuit by persons from s#o- 
called “rebel” groupe in Afghaniatan. Awe another inatance, there is documented 
proolt that politteal groups, the hoat of Afghan etrugglera and those associated 
with the United States, who have unfortunately opened offices in Zahedan, have 
directly begun to smuggle money, Savakiata, professional criminals and coup 
d'etat plotters out of the country tasuing so-called ‘Mojahed' cards. 


9597 
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KHALKHALT REPORTS ON ANTINARCOTILCS CAMPAIGN RESULTS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 14 Dee 80 p 3 
[Letter by Sadeq Khalkhali| 
{Text} Ina letter, Hojjatoleslam Sadeq Khalkhali, today described in detail 


actions taken during his tenure as the head of the Drug Control Organization. 
Following in the text of his letter: 





“To the struggling and alert people of Iran. Following the victory of our 
glorious Islamic revolution, which was achieved by the martyrdom of over 70,000 
people and under the leadership of our great leader, Imam Khomeyni, all demonic 
and diversionary elements of imperialiem and social imperialism, who had been 
deprived of their huge interests, united and tried to defeat the Islamic Repub- 
lic, and in order to dampen the revolutionary spirit among our young generation, 
they resorted to an extremely dangerous game--the distribution of narcotics 
throughout the country. This was achieved with assistance and cooperation of 
the mafia and the Machiavellians of the past who had penetrated everywhere and 
apread their operations to rural areas, hoping to achieve their goals by dis- 
abling our younger generation through the use of the evil and satanic white 
powder and opium. This was the same plan that had been tried in China, Koreas, 
Thailand and India. This time, like in previous occasions, and as a result of 
the alertness of our revolutionary inetitutions and authorities, the responsi- 
bility to solve the narcotics problem was put on my shoulders because | had al- 
ready proved, both before and after the revolution, my dedication and toughness, 
That was why I was appointed, on the first of Ordibehesht 1359 [22 April 19860), 
to head the Drug Control Organization, which I accepted despite existing diffi- 
culties to which I had repeatedly referred to before. You have already noticed 
how | organized a special task force to fight international drug smugglers all 
over the country, especially in the big cities, in an effort to decisively era- 
dicate thie internal evil. As you already know, by risking danger, we tirelessly 
raided opium-producing areas at early mornings, while wearing military uniform, 
so that we could destroy important and dangerous kingpins or drug traffickers. 


1 am not trying to create a feeling of indebtedness to myself. But | would 
like to inform the Moslem people of Iran of what I had been able to accomplish 
in thie dangerous struggle. This is in the hope that the nation will be able 
to continue the job and accomplish what had not yet been done. Following is 
a list of my accomplishments: 


43 





|, hefore | was appointed to this position the price of heroin wae 35,000 
tumine per kilo, which was put at the disposal of drug pushers in abundance, 
After my appointment, the price, as wae confirmed by police, rose to 4 mil- 
lion tumane per kilo, 


2, Optum used to be gold for 100 tumans or leas for every roll, which later 
rose to 1,200 to 1,500 tumane per roll, 


\}, The amount of opium that ie now being kept in th court's storage house 
in 22.5 tons, There ta also 5 tons of opium in Mashhad, | ton in Kefahan and 
various other amounte in other places, Altogether, some 30 tone of confia- 
cated opium has been collected and must be turned over to the court's ware- 
house, 


4, About 500 kilos of heroin ta now being kept in the court warehouse, Some 
in alao being kept in other towns that should be turned over to the spectal 
court and wetghed to determine ita exact amount, 


5. Four tons of hashiah, that was carefully weighed by Almad Shahab, is 
also stored in the special court's warehouse, 


6. About 20 kilos of morphine ia stored in the warehouse, 


/, More than 10 tons of "nas" [a combination of very inexpensive tobacco and 
lime) wae confiacated and was destroyed in the presence of the Authorities be~ 
cause of ite extremely offending odor and little monetary value, 


4. About 100,000 various devices, used by heroin users and opium emokers, will 
he displayed at a apecial museum now under conatruction, 


9. The eum of 110 million tumans was collected as fines from the smugglers, 
the names and addresses of these people are kept at the special court, The 
expenses of the apectal task force came to about 4 million tumans the detailed 
list of which was prepared by Mr Sharafi, a trustworthy person, and ia being 
kept in the court, Some 40,000 tumane was epent helping the needy members 

of the emugglere' families, a liet of their names ia aleo available and will 
be made public if necessary. 


10. Following te a Liat of development projects which have been implemented: 


A. In the account of the housing project in Dezful, 20 million tumans was 
deposited in order to rebuild the houses which were destroyed during the 
Iraqi misesile attacks, 


4h, For the completion of 6 construction projects, 35 million tumans was paid, 
These are: (1) « public tollet; (2) a laundry, washrooms for men and women; 
(3) a library; (4) a lecture hall; (5) @ theological school; and (6) an 
elementary school. The entire project is under the supervision of Haj 
Assadollah Safa. 








C, A big high school for girlie to the center of Qom, at the coat of 4 million 
tumane, under the superviston of Hal Gholam Kega Qadiri, It lea hoped the pro- 
ject will be completed by early next summer, 


DD, Vor the construction of a junior high sehool at Qom's power plant which Ia 
now being used as 4 achool for girlie, 1.2 million tumana was paid, Thie tea 
aleo under the superviaton of Hal Gholam Keza Qadirt, 





hk, For the construction of a high school for girls in the poor section of 
Hom, 2 million tumans; and for a high school and a teachers’ center in Jowszan 
of Malayer, a heroin distribution center, 1.5 million tumans was paid through 
Mr Kalhor, of the Revolutionary's prosecutor office, 


¥, Vor the construction of a hospital in Mashhad of Aqdahal (near Kashan), 
1 million tumans was allocated, 


, For the completion of the Alikhani Bridge in Oom, | million tumans wasn 
allocated, 


Hw, For the completion of the construction of the Qom Dam, | million was 
allocated, 


I, For the construction of 3 bathhouses for men and women in Gilan and 
Azerbaijan, 4 million tumans was allocated, 


J, For the unemployed in Darab, 150,000 tumans in good-will loans were made 
avallable through Darab representative in the Majles, 


K. For the establishment of a vocational school in Givi of Khalkhali, 1 million 
tumans was allocated, 


L. For the purpose of purchasing opium and heroin from drug smugglers, 
2 million tumane in cash was given to Tehran Police Department, 


M. For the welfare of Qasr Prison inmates, | million tumans was paid through 
Mr Shahabzadeh and the receipt was collected, 


N. For the expansion of sports facilities in the poor sections of Tehran, 
565,000 tumans was paid, less 100,000 tumane which ie outstanding. The payment 
was made through Mr Kazem Kahimi, a member of the Special Sports Court and an 
old athlete himself, 


0, Some 4 million tumans worth of foodatuff, clothing and heating and medical 
supplies to help refugees and fighting men was sent to the western and southern 
parte of the country, A detailed list is available at the special court's 
office, 


P, Over | million cumans was paid through various representatives in the 
Islamic Assembly to the drug addicts’ hospitals in Gachsaran, Gonbad, Qa‘ em- 
shahr, Lahijan, Sowma'a Sara, Kerman and Malayer, and other regions, Details 








are avallable, thie does not include the money that was spent on the welfare of 
addicte to tatahan, Mashhad, bandar ‘Abbass, Hamadan, Kermanshah and Tabriz, 


Y, In order to create 20 shope in Malayer to help the unemployed addicts 
500,000 tumane wae paid through Mr Kahor of the office of the prosecutor, 


kK, Approximately | million tumane for the completion of lmam Ja'far Sadeq 
theoloyical achool was allocated, 


5%. to help the tamtites of the air force martyrea, 200,000 tumane was allocated, 
A complete and full Lilet of all the above-mentioned expenses for the benefit 

of our brothere and eleters and those expelled from Iraq ie available at the 
court's offl_ee (the Iraqis were helped on the recommendation of Hosseyn Khomeyni), 
lt muet be brought to the attention of our dear brothers and sisters that in our 
continuous fight (against narcotic emugglers and addiction), more than 20,000 
people had been arrested, the majority of which were released after having been 
cured, A number of those arrested were released on the occasion of Fetr, 

Qorban and Ghadir religious holidays, <A large number will also be released on 
// batman (11 Keb 61), the anniversary of our glorious revolution, and some will 
be treed during Now Kuz [Mar 61] and on 15 Khordad [5 Jun 61}, 





Considering that all that had been done was accomplished with no cost to the 
government, and that go many public institutions were set up, | therefore 
proudly announce that the High Judicial Council take over all documents, bills 
and storage houses where narcotics are stored, If anyone can prove that he 
wae unfairly fined he would be paid back and reimbursed from the available 
funde, or from the money collected from the Ministry of Health in lieu of the 
aale of drugs (the Ministry of Health wanted to purchase opium from India), 

! aincerely and proudly announce that if it ie proved that there had been any 
torture of drug offenders before or after their conviction, | accept responsi- 
bility for it and stand ready to face the consequences and not the intermedi- 
aries, ‘thie te because all our revolutionary efforts had been directed at 
eliminating torture and not to become torturers ourselves, Even though the 
newspaper ISLAMIC KEPUBLIC had visited the prison for drug offenders at our 
invitation and had interviewed prisoners and hd admitted that there was no 
torture of anyone, it did not report this ase it had promised to do go in large 
print headline. This is the fact, and | again emphasize that if there existed 
4 tingle person who claimed to have bribed me or paid me any protection money 
le can take hie case tothe court with immunity and seek my indictment by submit~ 
ting whatever documents he may have. This | say, despite the fact that certain 
elements nowadays are trying to smear the progressive clergymen, This is 
being tried in order to, lik» — early days of the Constitutional Kevolu- 
tion (of 19048), to politica, ate the clergy. The alert and brave people 
of the country must be alert to |  8e@ conspiracies and make sure that history 
in not repeated again, If the revoiutionary militant clergy in Lran, which has 
been the source of all the blessings of our revolution, is destroyed, it will 
be the opening of the gates for the entry of the West and the Kast to Iran, 

It ie hoped that the critics of the Revolutionary Courts, such as Bani Sadr, 
will not diemias us as shallow and worthless individuals, We are of the same 
atock who were able to bring down the demonic royal order in |lran and cast it 
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into the garbage heap of the criminal American history. We wil) resist these 
paeudo intellectuals and are prepared to give our lives but will not allow our 
lelamic revolution to go down the drain, They shall take their wishes to 
their graves, 


In conclusion, | must make this clear that demonstrations held all over the 
country in my support, and che sending of telegrams and signatures to the 
special office of the Imam had been spontaneous and | have had nothing to do 
with it. I therefore would like to express my deepest appreciation to all 
segments of our soclety., The alertness of the Islamic people of Iran will 
remain a source of pride for me throughout my entire life, and I shall remain, 
forever, an obedient servant of our great Imam, 


9561 
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BRIEFS 


ARMS REQUEST~-Kuwait, 16 Jan (KUNA)--A Kuwaiti paper said today that Iran has 
asked the United States, through Algeria, for an urgent arms deal that includes 
sophisticated a’rcraft and spare parts for the American aircraft it possesses. 
AL-WATAN quoted American sources, which it described as informed, as saying that 
the request was submitted to America through "a leading Algerian figure" who took 
part in the indirect negotiations between Washington and Tehran to resolve the 
crisis of the American hostages detained in Iran. It said that the American 
administration refused to reply to this request before the release of the hostages. 
[Text] [LD16074]1 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0714 GMT 16 Jan 81) 
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IRAQ ALDE CITED ON WAR WITH IRAN, ISRAEL 
LD121627 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 8 Jan 81 p 20 
[Report by Staffan Bruun: “Iraq Ready for War With Ierael") 


[Text] For the Iraqis the war between Iraq and Iran is merely a rehearsal. 
They are preparing themselves for the battle against the Israelis. 


"We have made sure that we can still export oil during a war. The enemy 
could bomb to smithereens one or two of our pipelines to ports in neighboring 
countries. But not the third. We also have secret contacts for oil exports; 
we also have large stockpiles of spares for different types of arms plus 

the world's largest ofl depot. All so that we will cope with the war against 
Israel." 


So said Iraq's ambassador to Helsinki Salih Mahdi ‘Ammash yesterday. According 
to him it is Iraq's preparations for a war against Israel that have meant 
that Iraq has had no problems in dealing with Iran. 


"The war with the Iraniane is over. We have won it. We are now just waiting 
for Iran to realize this and to start negotiating. The alternative would be 

4 massacre, We want to prevent this. This is why we are not on the offensive." 
Salih Mahdi ‘Ammash believes that Iran will soon realize how hopeless the 

war is and agree to peace negotiations. 


"Otherwise the present deadlock could last a long time. At worst as long as 
Khomeyni is alive. But this does not affect us in Iraq in the least." 


According to Ambassador ‘Ammash the war against Iran has had no effect on the 
Iraqi economy. But on the subject of oil exports ‘Ammash was evasive. On 
the one hand he said that Iraq has $200 billion in currency reserves. Thus 
there is no need to export oil and Iraq can manage well for a few years on 
the money which it has already earned. 


"It is really only a question of lying low as far as exports are concerned. 


When other countries have sold all their oil we will get a better price for 
ours," 
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But in the next breath ‘Ammash conceded that Iraq has problems in exporting 
as much ofl] ae it would like. At present it can only export half ite 
normal quantity. 


"It is obvious that we are forced to limit exports when the large oil port 
in Basra is closed,” 


According to Ambassador ‘Ammash Iraq has three different ways of exporting 
Oil in addition to the secret ways. Via pipelines to Lebanon or Syria on 
the Mediterranean or via Basra in the Arabian Gulf, 


"This is a safeguard we have adopted so that we can be sure of exporting oil 
while we are at war with Israel,” 
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WAR SALD TO STIMULATE IRAQI CHILDREN FAVORABLY TOWARD ARMED FORCES 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 27 Dec 80 p 6 


[Article by Dr Ihean M. al-Hassan: 
the War on Iraqi Children") 


{Text } 


This article endeavours 
to examine the positive 
socio psychological effects 
of the Iraqi-Persian war 
which has been going on 
for over three months on 
an important section of 
the Iraqi peo namely 
the children. It should be 
borne in mind that the 
children are much more 
influenced by major so- 
cio-political phenomena 
like wars. revolutions, de- 
monstrations and so on 
ihan any other group in 
society owing to the plas- 
ticity of their minds, the 
paucity of their life's ex- 
penences. and their susce- 
ptibility to striking envir- 
onmental stimuli like the 


exposure of their country 
to military threats and 
challenges. and the prep- 
aredness of their people 
to confront such threats 
and challenges with a 
daring power. determined 
will, and infinite desire to 
sacrifice. 


By far the most signifi- 
cant positive effect of the 
war on Iraqi children is 
that it ta them to be 
more courageous. patno- 
tic and able to discrimn- 
ate between good and evil. 
The abortive Persian air 
raids over Iraqi cities and 
towns and the way jn wh- 
ich they were foiled by 
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"The Positive Socio-psychological Effects of 














which strived to liberate 


its occupied land from the 
Persian rs, wher- 
as the Pe were wag: 


ing an cApansionist war 
aiming at consolidating 
the forces of evil and tyr- 
anny in the region. These 
facts have cultivated in 
the children some positive 
ualities which enhanced 
the degree of their patri- 
olism, and moral worth 


The continuation of the 
war over al penod of 
lume and its effects have 
left their apparent traces 
on the daily behaviour of 
children. The children 
everywhere talk and dis: 
cuss with one another the 
military victories scored 
by the Iraqi armed forces 
at all fronts. They listen 
carefully to the military 
statements on the fighting 


Moreover. they keep sing: 
ing patnotic songs. Their 
drawings both at schoo! 
and home reflect scenes 
of the war. 
The Political Leader- 
— * 
Hussein, has pt 
ayed a significant and 
outstanding role in the 
execuuon, organisalion 
and supervision of the 
war. Iraq's remarkable 
successes in al] battle fro- 
nts which resulted in the 
liberation of tts occupied 
territones and water-ways 
are indirectly owed to the 
brilliance and ingenuity 
of its historical r 
President Sadam Hussein. 
The wise and valiant lea- 
dership of the President 
made the children dedi- 
cate their love and respect 
to the Leader President. 
But it must be pointed 
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out here that the childr- 
en's love to their Leader 
stems from the kind con: 
cern of the Leader in chi- 
idren’s welfare. prosperity 
and happiness. This fact 
could be comprehended 
from the social visits of 
the President to the fam 
ilies of the fighters and 
martyrs where he takes a 
special notice of the chil- 
dren by talking to thom 
in a fmendly manner and 
giving them gifts and pri 
zes. 


Finally, the war has 
cultivated in the children’s 
souls some positive rules 
and attitudes towards the 
armed forces and combat 
formations. Such values 
and attitude: stimulate 
them to serve in the arm- 
ed forces units. 























IRAQ 


POSITIVE EFFECTS OF WAR ON IRAQI SOCIETY STRESSED 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 18 Dec 80 p 6 


[Article by Dr Ihsan M. Al-Hassan: "The Psychological Impact of the Iraqi Libera- 
tion War on the Citizen") 


[Text] The Persian racist aggression against Iraq which expressed itself in a 
somewhat lengthy, severe and exhausting war, has had many positive effects on 
Iraqi society despite its apparent short-term harms and sufferings which are 
expected in advance by Iraqi war strategists and statesmen. In the first place 
the war has assisted Iraq to liberate its occupied land and regional waterways 
from the Persian aggressors and exploiters. The gallant Iraqi armed forces have 
proved their superiority and efficiency in defending their country, restoring the 
legal rights of the nation, repulsing the foreign aggression and inflicting heavy 
losses on the enemy. This truism will undoubtedly play an essential role in 
reconstructing and enhancing the Arabs' confidence in their ability to procure 
their just rights from the imperialist aggressors and reactionary exploiters. 
Then and only then they have the chance to liberate their occupied land from the 
Zionist occupation. 


So much for the military results of the Iraqi liberation war on the eastern flank 
of the Arab homeland. As for the psychological repercussions of the war on the 
Iraqi citzen, it has to be mentioned that the war has left many permanent and 
irreverisble traces not only on the individual but on social groups and organiza- 
tions as well. fas published] The divergent and many sided demands of the war 
for material resources, technical know-how skilled and well trained combat groups 
and formations and infinite human sacrifices have sharpened the triumphant and 
rare personality qualities of the Iraqi citizen. The war has cultivated some 
positive personality attributes in the citizens, attributes which are cherished 
by the ideals of our nationalist and socialist society. The ordinary citizen 
through his daily experineces with war conditions has acquired many desirable 
qualities like self-confidence and self-reliance, sense of responsibility, 
bravery, altruism and self-denial, thrift, cooperation with others, obedience to 
the law and so on. [as published] The acquisition of such advantageous quali- 
ties by the citizens in bound to speed up the process of socialist transformation 
and to put the country on a higher socio-cultural place. [as published] 


The war has necessitated the occupation by the Iraqi citizen of two separate 


social roles, namely the role of productive workers or professional and the role of 
fighter in the regular army or the Popular Army or civil defence. The simultaneous 
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occupation of two social roles by most Iraqi citizens throughout the war pertod 
has made them appreciate and utilize their time in an effective way. As a result 
of this new phenomenon the ordinary citizen has conditioned himself to draw up 

a time table where hia diverse and complementary duties are specified. This has 
led to the rationalization of man's activities and the transformation of such 
activities into stimulating and creative ones, 


The Lraqi-Persian war has motivated the Iraqi people of both sexes men and women 
to enlist in the regular army, the Popular Army and the civil defence, to stand 

in queves to get the requisite goods and services, and so on, The performance of 
such activities has enabled the people irrespective of their social and professional 
back-ground to mix together, to get acquainted with the socio-economic conditions, 
expertlences and problems of one another and to know how others are Living, 
thinking and feeling. Such a state of affairs does not only strengthen people's 
ties and cement their relations and interactions, but simultaneously eliminates 
the socio-cultural differentials which might exist among them. The e)imination of 
such differentials is bound to unify the people and enhance the degree of their 
socialist practic. [as published] 


The war has resulted in the growing adhesion and interaction between the polit- 
ical leadership headed by Comrade Saddam Hussein, the President of the Iraqi 
Republic, and the masses, Such an adhesion has objectified itself in the utter 
willingness of the masses to offer limitless sacrifices for the war, and for the 
victory of the triumphant leader in it, It hould be mentioned that the leader's 
victory in the liberation battle against the Persian aggressors is the people's 
victory in the battle as much as the leader is acting on behalf of the people, 
and the leader's concern is the people's welfare dignity, sovereignty and 
progress. [as published] On the other hand the charismatic leader, President 
Saddam Hussein, has supervised the military operations of the war to guarantee 
its success and the liberation of the occupied land, 


He has concerned himself also with the daily problems and encounters of the ordinary 
people throughout the war period and did his best to sort them out. It should be 
pointed out that the cemented relationship between the Political Leadership and 

the masses during peace and war time plays an essential role in uniting society 

and enabling it to attain its short-term and long-term objectives. 
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IRAQ SAID DETERMIN 
Baghdad BAGHDAD Ob» 


[Article: 


{Text} 


The recent visit of Mr 
Taher Tawfiq, RevoluUon 
Command Council member, 
Minister of Industry to Mu- 
hammara highlights a series 
of measures taken by the 
Iraqi authorities to annou. 
nce that the town returns 
to norma! life 

The Minister toured vari- 
ous parts of the city and 
saw for himself the services 
rendered to its citizens as 
well as the new marketin 
land social facilities wh 
began functioning in this 
town which for had 
been deprived of the simp- 
lest forms of a modern life 
under the Persian rule. 
December 1980, ‘Baghdad 

r. 
Observer published a re 
view of numerous mu- 
nicipal, health and cultural 
Srece, ean ett 

t i wa 
Every day that passes gives 
a new evidence to the cre 
dibility of Iraq's promise 
to reactivate life in this 
Arab town which was libe. 
rated from the Persians in 


the initial Iraqi Army 
thrust. 
Muhammara. a major 


port and trading centre in 
Ahwaz Province, made fo 
progress whatsoever under 


UR in English 23 Dec 80 p 5 


"Muhammare Regaine ite Arab Character") 
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rO DEVELOP ‘LIBERATED’ TOWN OF MUHAMMARA 


up with impressions that 
once a neglected and back. 
ward town is today burstin 
with life. Children atte 
their schools, farmers plou. 
gh their flelds, patients are 
reated in dispensaries with 
all care. fruits and food. 
stuffs are in abundance 
children and Vanguards 
(youth organisation) can 
spend their time in’ youth 
centres. Post and telephone 
services are already func. 
tioning while the citizens 
are repairing their houses 
which were damaged in the 
battle. 

What ‘is being done 
Muhammara is stil| not en. 
ough. Practically this beau- 
tful town was short of vital 
rervices compared’ to the 
importance ‘t occupied in 
Iran's eccnomy. The Pers. 
ans had no intention to see 
that Muhammara prospers 
hecause the majority of ‘ts 
peoples were Arabs This 
racial descriminations on 
the wart of the Persian rul- 
ers interprets the deep-rcu. 
ted hatred to ever is Aral) 

















However, as ow Arab 
viizen in Muhammara put 
', ‘We have at last been 
able (o draw vomior! that 
our Aiab character Nas Ww 
en reinelated thanks to lraq 
id its leadership 


Cs 4820 


The opening of sm many 
muntipal cullural cud me 
ical services in Muhamm. 
ara heralds a new phase 
this Arab town and ity cit 
‘otis can now feel happy th 
at stheir brothers in,liag 
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had fever forgotton then 
despite the lapse of man 
veary of bitterness, depres 
ation and humiliation unde) 
the rule of the yaciet Term 
ans 

















FINANCIAL CONTROL DEPARTMENT GIVEN GREATER POWERS 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 22 Dec 80 p 2 


{Text } 


C80: 


4820 


Ihe Finance! Control 
Department (Diwan hus 
hecome directly attached 
io the Revolution Comm. 
und Counel (RCC) and 
is given expanded powers 
lo perform its assignme- 
Nis OF SUPeFVisIOn over 
financial and economie 
ulfairs of the country and 
appraisal of the countrys 
linancial economime und 
political plans. 

Powers and preroga- 
lives deleguted to the bi. 
win are all channelling 
in the efforts for avhiev- 
ing the States central 
objectives und verilying 
proper eniorcement ol 
liws. regulations and in- 
viructions relating to fin- 
inciul and economic aff- 
ues 


The powers and prero- 
gilives, conmtamed im a 
new law enacted by the 
Revolution Command 
Council (RCC), gave the 
Diwan powers lo muke 
their views known about 
finuncial conditiwns and 
uctivily und evaluate and 
uppraise performance st- 
undard of various proje- 
vty 


The Law (No, 194 of 
1980), the third of its 
kind for the Diwan. was 
preceded by two other 
laws. The second Law, 
enacted in 1968 has been 
found to lag a great deal 
behind in comparison 
with the present level of 
weal and economic de- 
velopment of the count: 
ry 


In addition to useertain- 


ing the extent of effecti- 
veness of the economic 
und linancial measures, 
the Law makes the Diw- 
un fully authorised to en- 


sure weal investment of 


ihe countrys economic 
resources and render wh- 
dlever assistance requir- 
ed in wecountuncy, admi- 
nistrative and = organina- 
Lional Matters relating lw 
sconomie and financial 
welivily 


Chapter one ol the 
Luw mukes the Diwan 
directly attached to the 
RCC acting on behalf of 
the RCC in supervising 
and watching proper pe- 
rformance of assignmen- 
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iy by the Siate deparime- 
nty and socialist sector 
establishments as regards 
their capitals manage- 
ment. 

The Diwan shall act on 
behal! of the RCC regar- 
Jing the activity of all pu- 
ble Wtihiy organisations 
and bodies including po- 
pular organisations, Oth- 
er chapters give details 
ol the other powers and 
prerogatives and provisi- 
ons und rules relating to 
its organisailional structu- 
re and special privileges 
lO ity personnel, 


The ramon detre tor 
enactment of the Law in- 
dicate the growing need 
lor more developed and 
explicit control and supe- 
rvison of the financial 
und economic performa- 
nee of the country mat 
ching up with the revo- 
lutionary march of the 
State led by the ABSP. 
The Diwan i» sought to 
become u watchful eye 
following up proper and 
more efficient implemen- 
tution of the country’s 
development plans. 




















TKAQ 


LRAQL VILMS DEAL WITH WAR, EGYPTIANS' REJECTION OF CAMP DAVID 





Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 26 Dec 80 p 6 
[Article by A. Z, Abdeen: "New Iraqi Filme") 


[Text] Iraqi film industry ie presently witnessing great preparations for screen- 
ing and producing 4 number of feature films, 


Lraqi cinema goers are to view two feature filme in the coming weeks: 


1, “Saddam's Qadiastya" which 16 a two-hour documentary film reviews the Iraqi 
and Iranian conflict since ite start and the great decisive battles in which the 
[raqi armed forces | iberated Muhammara and restored the other Iraqi territories 
which were usurped by the Persian aggressors, This film is the firet Iraqi 
documentation on the battle in comparison with the other previously made filme, 
[t 1s basically depended on filme shot by the State Organisation for Broadcasting 
and Television, General Eetablishment for Cinema and Theatre and the Political 
Guidance Department at the Minietry of Defence, [as published) Director Saheb 
Haddad ia engaged in technical supervision and the process of montage, 


2, Director Muhammed Shukri Jamee! is getting things together in preparation 
for the show of new Iraqi feature film "Task Being Continued” whose events we 
reviewed two weeks ago, 


In January, 1961, there will be two new filme for shooting, 


The firet one te entitled "Uncle Mutawe'e" whose scenes are to be shot on 

January 10, 19861, Direction is executed by Saheb Hadded, The film's setting 
shows an Egyptian village, The compound which is set up on the bank of the 
Tigris river has been designed by a group of Iraqi and Egyption architects and 
workers, [ae published| A number of well known Arab actore and actresses from 
Iraq and Egypt will take part in playing the major roles, The events take place 
in an Egyptian omall village where the Egyptian people's rejection of Camp David 
accord ie reflected, Uncle Mutawe'e an Egyptian farmer determined to resist the 
said accord therefore he is exposed to a series of aggressive actions and depres- 
sion by Sadat's security bodies, [as published] 


The second film "The Big Question" is written and directed by Muhammed Shakri 
Jamee|, The process of shooting will start on January 10, 1981, in several 
sites, in the North and South of Iraq, 





It te worthy to be mentioned that the outstanding British actress, Vanessa 
Redgrave is supposed to play a major role in the film besides about thirty 
British, Indian and Iraqi movie stars, Mr, Jack Hidyard, a renowned photographer, 
has undertaken the task of shooting the film's account, The film revolves around 
the events that occurred during the period of British occupation of Iraq (1914- 
1921), The theme concentrates on Colonel Leachman who is murdered by Sheikh 

Dari in addition to a review of the political, social and economic aspects during 
that period, It stresses particularly the significance of 1920 Revolution led by 
the nationalistic Iraqi parties against the British occuption, [as published] 


/» g the films being prepared, is the film "Yarmouk Battle" which broke out 
«'#een the Arabs and the Roman Empire, The commander of the Arab army was Khaled 
« @l-Waleed in the 7th century A.D. 

Usrector Salah Abu Seif is in a state of preparedness to manage the film's 


aftaire with regard to directing the great number of the Iraqi and Arab actors 
who are expected to co-star in this film, 
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BRIEFS 


WAR FRONT MISSLLES--Kuwait, 5 Jan (KUNA)--AL-QABAS of Kuwait says today that 

Iraq has moved anticraft missiles, which the newspaper describes as sophisticated, 
to the combat front with Lran to protect Iraqi artillery batteries and tanks. 

The report, datelined Washington and attributed to “informed sources," does 

not specify the type of missiles, the number or when they were moved to these 
positions. tLIraq has armed its forces with Soviet weapons and equipment for a 
number of years; however, in the past 3 years it has begun to diversify ite 

arms sources by going to the West, especially France. [Text] [LDO51000 

Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0720 GMT 5 Jan 81) 


NEW YORK DEMONSTRAT IONS--New York--The Iraqi and Arab student masses and the 
sons of the Arab communities in the United States are continuing their 
political and information activities to bolster the battle of Saddam's 
Qadisiyah and to acquaint U.S. public opinion with the racist Persian regime's 
aggressive and expansionist intentions against our struggling state and the 
entire Arab nation, These organizations staged a big demonstration in 

New York in which thousands of students and the sons of Arab communities 
participated. They praised President Saddam Husayn and the heroism, feats 
and victories of our valiant army in its battle against the racist Persian 
enemy. The demonstrators, who walked around the city streets for 6 hours, 
praised the vanguard pan-Arab and national role being played by Iraq, as 
manifested in its fighting on the eastern flank of the Arab homeland, on 
behalf of the Arab nation, to achieve dignity, glory and sovereignty over 

its territories and waters. The demonstrators sent a cable to President Saddam 
Husayn in which they expressed their complete readiness to effectively 
participate in the battle waged by our struggling state and to gain the honor 
of martyrdom on the beloved Arab territory. They affirmed that the battle 

of Saddam's Qadisiyah is only the beginning of the Arab road toward a compre- 
hensive (word indistinct], complete liberation of all usurped Arab territories 
and the establishment of a society of unity, freedom and socialism. [Text] 
[JNO71703 Baghdad Voice of the Masses in Arabic 1600 GMT 7 Jan 81) 
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ISRAEL 


CHIEF OF STAFF SEES WAR AS INEVITABLE 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 3 Nov 80 p 4 


[Article by Amiram Fleischer: "'Raful' to Manufacturers: The Question Is Only 
When the War Will Erupt") 


[Text] “It must be assumed that the Arabs want a war, and the question is only 
when it will erupt, who will be the one to convince them to initiate the war, and 
when the Arab nations will be ready for the war. All of this threatens us, even 
while there is peace with anyone from that side, and places upon us the responsi- 
bility of preparing for the eventuality that the war will indeed erupt," these re- 
marks were made yesterday by the chief of staff, Lt Gen Raphael Eytan, in a speech 
before the executive committee of the Manufacturers’ Association, which had gathered 
to consider the contribution of the manufacturers to a fund for the security of 
Israel, 


Gen Eytan indicated three problems that the money collected in this fund would 
help to solve: the problems of education, training and development. 


In discussing educational problems the chief of staff said that currently about 
10,000 servicemen are learning Hebrew and citizenship at an overall outlay of more 
than 1 billion pounds. "We're teaching young men of 18 to write and to read, to 
understand current events, and to know our national anthem. These are youths, 
residents of our country, who, I doubt, had they not been receiving the base from 
us, would have been taught by anyone, 


"If the State of Israel has failed in anything it is in educating those young people 
whom the statistics label as illiterate. This failure threatens us more than the 
Arabs are threating us, and if we do nothing to solve the problem now it will ex- 
plode in another 15 years," the chief of staff added. 


In discussing IDF training, the chief of staff said, "It should not be that we own 
a sophisticated tank such as the Merkava and that it be operated inefficiently for 
lack of training funds." He noted that the advantage of IDF personnel is their 
knowledge of the enemy. "Development of war materiel for the IDF affords the de- 
fense industry in Israel a great advantage world wide. Even today we have a wide 
spectrum of defense products for development and the current problem is one of 
assembling funds for that," he added. 


Only half of the members of the executive committee of the Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion appeared at yesterday's meeting with the chief of staff. Manufacturer Dan 
Propper (of the management of Assam Company) asked whether this method of fund 
raising was not defective. "Tomorrow the interior minister may come and say that 
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the Police Department needs funding, and the day after that the welfare minister 
may argue that street gangs need money to finance their activity. Ilse it proper 
for every organization to operate as a fund raiser?" 


The head of the Manufacturers’ Association, Avraham Shavit, responded by saying: 
"The remarks of the chief of staff affect us directly and that is why we are not 
addressing ourselves to the problems of the overall economy. It is true that we 
are all in dire straits, but a distinction should be made between our war with the 
government about the various imposts, and between the requests for contributions 
for this purpose," 


Manufacturer Gershon Rozov announced that he had decided to raise a contribution 
of 150,000 shekels. “I call upon the manufacturing public to set aside all other 
struggles and contribute to the fund,” he proclaimed, 
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ISRAEL 


GOLAN HELGHTS ISSUE DIVIDES DRUZES 
Tel Aviv HA'RETZ in Hebrew 3 Nov 80 p 9 
[Article by Matti Golan: "The Druze Dilemma") 


[Text] In the center of the Village of Mis'adah on the Golan Heights, several 
kilometers from Kibbutz Al-Rum, there is a coffee house where the residents of 
the village assemble to find respite from the cares of the day. Here they sit 
lazily sipping the frightful black coffee, conversing, rolling dice, or merely 
sit and gaze out over the gilded hills. 


At least on one issue the Druzes do not differ from their Jewish neighbors: the 
question of annexation of the Heights to Israel causes among them the same degree 
of anxiety, doubt and the search for a way. However, at this point the similarity 
ende, since the motivations and the considerations have no resemblance to those 

of the Jewish residents. 


Munir al Yossuf, 22 years old, swarthy and handsome, born in Mis'adah, but has 
recently been spending most of his time in Sodom. Why? "I had to get out of 
here. I'm bored here. I have nowhere to g°- There in the south, one can get 
out to Beersheba, to Arad, to see a movie. The annexation initiative does not 
enthuse him: "I heard that they want to issue an identity card, and after that 
military service. I don't agree. All my family is in Syria. Will I go to serve 
in a noncombat unit? Ah, yes. That's fine, I have no objection to that." And 
his parents? What do they think about it? "When my mother hears this she begins 
to cry. How will her children go into the military? In the military one gets 
killed.” 


Nidal Abu-Salah comes to our table, a young man in his late twenties, who leased 
the coffee house for this year, and things are going “pretty well, more or less, 
one day up, one day down.” Does he unhesitatingly support the proposed law, even 
if it means going into military service? "Why shouldn't I go?" He prefers the 
Israeli authority to the Syrian, but not in every situation or under every condi- 
tion. He prefers peace which involves return to Syria to a situation involving 

the possibility of war. However, when asked if he prefers peace even at the price 
of an Israeli yielding of the Heights, he replies: "What can I say about that? 
They should not be returned." Then how will peace come about? "I don't know. 

Let there be peace without a return of the Heights." But, he believes, the Syrians 
will not agree to a peace with that condition. If he were now an Israeli citizen, 
which party would he vote for? He maintains that he is not familiar with the par- 
ties. I give him a very short lesson and then he says unhesitatingly: the Likud... 
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because they have been more decisive on the Golan Heights issue. Not so with Munir 
al Yossuf. He would vote for the Alignment. "Il hear that Peres is better, Begin 
doesn't give the people any rest, Always playing games, I'm looking for a girl 
now. Have to get engaged in a couple more days. I need 500,000 pounds to get en- 
gaged. Where will I get it?" 


If there are reservations with regard to the Golan, these disappear when Judea and 
Samaria are discussed. "If they give a state to the Palestinians there will be 
constant trouble," Nidal says. He does not believe peace is possible with them. 

So what do they want, essentially? "To kill the Jews and the Druzes. Look at what 
they did in Lebanon. What did they lack there? But they insist that Lebanon is 
not their home. They were there for 30 years. If I had lived in Lebanon for 30 
years, I would already be a Lebanese." 


[ met the head of the Mis'adah Council, Muhassan Salim abu-Salah, in the offices 
of the governor. His first reaction, when I requested an interview with him, was 
"Okay, if the governor approves." But the governor doesn't understand what they 
want of his life. “He's a free citizen. He can talk with anyone he wishes." But 
not within the confines of the Authority building. 


So we go outside, take a seat on a shaded bench, and talk about the proposed law. 
"This is a good thing for us. There are people in the Heights who are opposed to 
it because of the military service." And what if they are assigned to noncombat 
units? “There is no law in a country, in any country, that there is a combat 
soldier and a noncombat soldier except for health reasons." And if the Druzes are 
posted to the southern front? “According to law, there is no such thing." After 
that, he expresses these things clearly; he is opposed to the Druzes serving in 
the military in any instance. What about the opposition of the United States? 
Does that bother him? "The United States has its own interests in the Mideast, it 
doesn't care about the residents of the Golan Heights." He doesn't believe in the 
possibility of sanctions, inasmuch as the United States needs Israel. If it cuts 
off relations with Israel, it will have no foothold in the region. "What I do know 
is that the Golan Heights is a security belt of the State of Israel. Without the 
Golan there is a danger." 


Why does he need the law? What's wrong for him in the current situation? "It's 

a big problem for the residents of the Golan Heights that their citizenship status 

is unclear. That's why there is no progress today in the development of industry. 

Everyone who wants to set up an enterprise thinks that if the Heights are returned, 
he will have nothing going for him in Syria." 


But “if they return it and there is peace, I don't care where I am. But if there's 
war I prefer to remain in the State of Israel.” But since there is no peace yet, 
they will in any case not give it back yet, and if there is, apparently they will 
give it back, so what good is the law? "That's in the hands of the government, not 
in mine, but if anyone asks me, I prefer the applica*ion of the law to the Golan 
Heights. Simply for the sake of my good feeling and that of the residents." 


Why does he prefer to be in Israel? "For several reasons: First from an economic 
standpoint, we have advanced by 8,000 percent. Second, the State of Israel recog- 
nizes the Druze community, respects its people, and whoever respects my religion, 
I respect him." 
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ISRAEL 


POLICY TOWARD WES: BANK MUNICIPALITIES ANALYZED 
Paris AL=NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL=DUWALI in Arabic 3-9 Nov 80 pp 39-43 


[Article Prepared by the Palestinian Office for Press Services: "The Occupied 
Land: the Municipalities’ Disturbing Role") 


[Text] Tel Aviv Tried to Tempt Municipalities with Political 
Representation, but Support for the Liberation Organization 
Increased. 


80 Percent of the Arab Funds Earmarked for Municipalities 
Denied Entry Since 1977. 


Mayor of Tulkarm Says, "We Built Half a School, and We Are 
Waiting for the Military Governor's Decision To Withdraw From 
Amman These Funds Earmarked for Us. 


The decisions made by the Israeli authorities to expel the mayors of Hebron and 
Halbul, Fahd al-Qawasimah and Muhammad Milhim produced a reaction from the remain- 
ing mayors in the occupied land. They called for a general strike, which was not 
the first confrontation between the two parties. The municipalities annoyed the 

Tel Aviv government. They are still annoying it because of their positions in sup- 
port of the PLO. The mayors insisted on considering the PLO the legitimate repre- 
sentative and the only representative of the people of Palestinian even when Israeli 
authorities tried to tempt members of municipal councils by giving them powers simi- 
lar to those of legislative representatives. 


Israel wanted to strengthen the municipalities so they can be used as substitutes 
for the Liberation Organization in representing the Palestinian people, but Israel 

is now concerned with shrinking the role of these municipalities in preparation for 
their dismissal. The road Israel is choosing to accomplish this is that of explusion, 
arrest or explosion. 


Municipalities in the occupied areas are popular organizations that are elected in 
a democratic fashion. Elections are carried out in accordance with the Jordanian 
law which is in effect. The municipalities are charged with the tasks of oversee- 
ing public services; granting building permits within the limits of municipalities; 
granting professional licenses with the assistance of the Health Department; and 
participating in issuing certificates of origin to farmers so they can export their 
goods to Amman. Municipalities also implement development projects such as elec- 
tricity, water and road projects within the limits of cities. But the municipali- 
ties in the occupied areas have a unique position that differs from that of [other] 
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municipalities in ordinary circumstances. This is due to the presence of Israeli 
occupation on Arab land. The Israeli occupation affects all the social, political 
and economic aspects of life in the occupled areas, 


The direcet and indirect interference by the occupation authorities in the business 
course of municipalities began with the occupation in 1967, Each municipality which 
wanted to build a new street or set up a power, sewage or water system had to sub- 
mit an application to the military government to obtain a permit to do so, 


The direct conflict between the municipalities and the Israeli authorities began 
coming out in the open in the administration of the assembly party, (Hama‘arakh). 
Specifically, it began in 1974 when the assembly government proposed a civil ad- 
ministration plan for the residents of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The govern- 
ment was counting on the fact that the plan would be accepted by the Palestinian 
masses. Among [other things] the plan referred to the fact that municipalities 

and rural councils were to have a large share in supervising the civil administra- 
tion. This meant that they would become political representation organizations 
for citizens and would produce a higher council that would be the responsible [body 
of| authority in the country. Accordingly, the occupation began to strengthen its 
influence in the municipalities and in the local authorities by forcing its men and 
those who cooperate with it into some of them. 


The Palestinian National Movement took notice of the dangerous plan. It rejected 

it and fought it on all levels and especially within the municipalities themselves. 
When the time for the municipal elections drew closer in April 1976, the fundamental 
battle for the masses in the occupied areas was that of the civil administration, 
The national blocs that participated in the elections rejected the civil adminis- 
tration plan [and the plan] to give the municipalities a political position. The 
plan was considered {an attempt] to circumvent the legitimacy of the PLO's repre- 
sentation of the Palestinian people wherever they are as well as [an attempt] to 
bypass the fact that the PLO was the Palestinian people's one and only representa- 
tive. 


The immediate objective of the occupation at that time was to see to it that the 
group of people who were cooperating with it win the elections so that they would 
take over the administration of the municipalities. The occupation would then 
have the municipalities pass the civil administration plan under the guise of be- 
ing popular representative bodies elected [by the people} and having a political 
nature. 


The national blocs that took part in the 1976 April elections did so under the 
slogan, “Civil administration, no; PLO, yes." The National Movement was unanimous 
about the exigency of defeating the blocs [of candidates] who were cooperating with 
the occupation and of gaining a victory for the national blocs so as to foil the 
occupation's plan in its entirety. The national blocs did in fact win, and the 
occupation withdrew that plan which the Likud proposed [later] in a different fom 
and under the name, administrative autonomy, following al-Sadat's initiative in 
1977, 


Funds Outside the Occupation 
After the victory of the national blocs in the 1976 elections, the occupation oe- 


gan a war against the municipalities. One of the first measures of that war was 
to impede the entry from Jordan of funds earmarked for the occupied land. Until 
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19/6 tunds that were sent to the municipalities were appropriated from the tax 
levied on fuel and collected by the Jordanian authorities for fuel consumption 
in Jordan, Jordan has been distributing these funds to the municipalities of 
Jordan even betore 1196/7, The Jordanian government continued to pay the appro- 
priations tor West Bank municipalities. The municipality of Tulkarm was receiv~- 
ing 20,000 dinars every year and so was the municipality of Ariha, The municipal- 
ity of Ramallah was receiving 30,000 dinars; the municipality of Nablus, 80,000; 
and the municipality of Bethelehem, 20,000 dinars. Allocations for each munic!~ 
pality were reviewed on the basis of the number of residents benefiting from its 
services, The occupation did not object to the entry of those funds, especially 
since these were hard currency funds whose entry was beneficial to the genera). 
economic situation, 


Until 1977 these appropriations were the only funds coming to the municipalities 
from the Arab area, During that year some Arab capitals established a sister 
city program with citles of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Algiers became the 
sister city of Ramallah; Tripoli became the sister city of Nablus; Kuwait became 
the sister city of Tulkarm; al-Sharjah became the sister city of Ariha; al-‘Ayn 
became the sister city of al-Bayrah; Medina became the sister city of Hebron; and 
Mecca became the sister city of Jerusalem, Every Arab city that declared itself 
the sister of a city in the occupied areas pledged to pay the sums of money that 
were necessary to pay for the development projects that were required by the lat- 
ter cities. Project plans would be presented [for consideration], and the neces- 
sary sums would be obtained. This used to take place after permission from the 
military government was obtained and the approval of the Jordanian government to 
withdraw the funds secured, 


The military government used to ask every municipality to present project plans, 
joutline] the stages of those plans, [mention] the sum that it wanted to obtain 
and the organization that will pay that sum. Municipalities were asked to attach 
(these documents} to the application they submitted to the military government in 
the area. Afterwards the military governor would consider the matter and would 
make a favorable or an unfavorable decision on the application. The sums of money 
used to be deposited in Jordanian banks, and a municipality would receive a pay- 
ment order for a specific sum of money from the military government. It would 
then endorse a check from the Office for the Affairs of the Occupied Territory in 
Amman and withdraw the funds. 


The objective of the occupation's policy of restricting the funds reccieved by the 
municipalities is to prevent them from spending any sums of money on any projects 
other than those approved by the occupation. Many municipalities try to offer aid 
to the families of prisoners, to homeowners whose homes had been blown up and to 
needy students. In addition, the military government tried to prevent municipalities 
from embarking upon income producing projects such as housing projects. This is 
because they want the municipalities to remain in a poor financial condition at 

the mercy of military decrees. 


In fact since 1977, about 80 percent of the funds that were earmarked for the 
municipalities of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip were denied entry. The mili- 
tary government in Tulkarm denied the entry of 1 million dollars Kuwait had ear- 
marked for the municipality of Tulkarm. The military governor of Nablus also 


denied the entry of 200,000 dinars deposited for the city in Jordanian banks. 
The matter usually varies between total or partial denial. 








There wae another development in this question after 19/78 when the Baghdad Con- 
ference authorized the dlebureement of all ftunds that had been earmarked for the 
Went Bank and the Gaza Strip through the Joint Jordanlan-Palestinian Committee, 

The conterence also abolished tunds for the twin elty program, The occupation then 
began imposing conditions on the municipalities, it tesaued a military decree for— 
bidding the muntelpalities trom obtaining Che funds that had been earmarked for them 
[i those funds were comlny through the joint committee. The municipalit les were 

not Allowed to collect the tuel appropriations that had been earmarked for them by 
the Jordanian government, The municipalities were also prevented from collecting 
the funds that had been earmarked for the twin cities program, 


Muntcipality Offictalsa Speak Out 


in a conversation with some West Kank mayors Mr Hilmi Hanun, the mayor of Tulkarm 
sald, “We had begun construction of a school that cost 100,000 dinars when they 
prevented us trom vetting the milllon dollars, We had 50,000 dinars only, #0 we 
completed half of the construction on the school and we waited for a decree from 

the miiltary government to permit us to get from Ammam the funds that had been 
appropriated for us, The municipality also needed to make 4 sewage system generally 
avallable throughout the city; it had to make [fresh] water available to all sections 
of the eclty that are not hooked up to the water system, We submitted an application 
to do this to the military government 6 months ago. The application is still under 
consideration,” 


Offictals of the munteipality of Nablus explained that the funds that had been ear- 
marked tor the purchase of fire-fighting trucks and the funds that were left over 
from the purchase price of the power generators that were needed to reinforce the 
power station are still awaiting the approval of the military governor, In Hebron, 
work on widening some streets has been halted, awaiting the military governor's ap- 
proval of the entry of Hebron's appropriations from Amman, These are some of the 
simple examples of the military government's policy vis a vis the municipalities, 


Mayors and members of the municipal councils of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
explained that they turned down the loans that had been offered to them by the 
military yovernment to establish development projects for three principal reasons, 
The firet reason was that these loans were meager and hardly sufficient for small 
projects, The second reason was the very high interest that was attached to these 
loans. The third reason was that the conditions of the loan agreements were writ- 
ten in Hebrew; the municipalities would be given an official copy of these agree- 
ments in Arabic, and in case of disputes, the Israeli courts would arbitrate, 
Municipality officials say that these conditions imply a priori rejection, All 
that the municipalities are asking for is permission to get their funds freely, 


Mr Jamil Nasir, the mayor of Ariha says, “Israeli authorities withold the property 
tax from West bank municipalities. This tax is collected by employees of the 
Property Department on behalf of the municipalities. Of 6 million pounds that 
belong t» the municipality of Ariha, only two thirds of that sum was released by 
the military government | full year after these funds were collected and even 
though thes@ funds belong to the municipality itself," Mr Nasir adds, "The same 
thing happens in most municipalities, When we threatened to go to the courts, the 
military government released some of the funds that were due to us," 
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bankruptey tor Ineurring Debts 


This policy has tte tactteal and atrategic implications, leraeli authorities 
realize that over a short period of time the blocs which won the 1976 elections 
and which are still performing their functions are blocs that are hostile to the 
occupation, They support the PLO and express the hopes of the Palestinian people, 
Consequently, the authorities are primarily concerned with distorting the Lmage 
citizens have of these municipalities, by preventing the municipalities from get- 
ting their tunds trom the western region, the occupation authorities are exposing 
them to bankruptcy, or they are at least making them halt their projects whose 
purpose le to develop the cities, <A municipality would consequently appear to be 
a body that was incapable of offering the citizen services, Then, pursuant to an 
leraeli military decree the military government would have the right to remove the 
municipality trom office and appoint a new municipal council, 


by prottbiting the subsaldy, the authorities are seeking in the long run to sever 

the material relationship that exists between the resident of the West Bank and 

the Gaza Strip and [his fellow] Arab who lives outside the occupied areas, The 
purpose of the occupation also is to forestall the development projects which popu- 
lar organizations and municipalities are trying to carry out so as to keep the home- 
land in a state of backwardness and poverty that would make domination easier, 


Hence the decrees prohibiting the procurement of funds are part of the general re- 
etrictions and part of the battle that 16 waged by the Israeli authorities against 
the Arab citizen and against the municipalities in particular. The practices of 
the occupation authorities against the mayors complement this part of the general 
restrictions, Examples of these practices are arresting the mayor of Nablus late 
in 19/9; torbidding mayors to meet; forbidding mayors from leaving their cities; 
removing the mayors of Hebron and Halhul from office; and escalating the situation 
by placing bombs in the vehicles of the municipalities of Ramallah, Nablus and al- 
Birah. (This resulted) in serious injuries to Karim Khalaf and Bassam al-Shak'a, 
The most recent development [in that regard] was the arrest of al-Hajj Amin al- 
Nasr, the mayor of Qalqilyah. He was arrested for publishing a pamphlet about the 
achlevements of the municipality of Qalqayliyah from 1976 to 1980, 


The mayors who remain in the occupied areas affirm that they are aware of the occu- 
pation authorities’ gradual plan to undercut the municipal councils in preparation 
for their removal: they will be expelled, bombed or arrested, 


Finally, the forestalling of funds has not been excessive and has not been uni- 
versally enforced, None of the organizations of the Palestinian National Movement 
misses [any opportunities] to make the Palestinian masses aware of the reality of 
the matter, This is because it is the masses that elected their municipal coun- 
elle, and it is only the masses that can remove them from office, The attempt by 
the authorities to untie the bond that exists between the masses and the municipal 
councils will fall on deaf ears because the masses think that the policy of restric- 
ting the municipalities is part of an integrated plan that is being carried out 
against all citizens, This policy has been called the iron fist policy, 
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KELIGLOUS REVIVAL SEEN IN AAdAB COMMUNITY 
lel Aviv DAVAR tn Hebrew 5 Nov 80 p 11 
[Column by Yoel Dart "In the Arab Sector: "“Penitenta"| 


lixeerpt | How does one define Khomeynitem precisely? Ia it a fanatical reli- 
ylous revival or a political revolution, whose ideology i# appropriate for medleval 
tines more than for the 20th century? If the firet definition is correct, then the 
Khomeyniatic thorn has pricked a portion of the Ierael! Arabe and in particular has 
affected the Moslem youth in the [Golan] Triangle, The thing has taken on tangible 
expression with the tncrease in the number of Moslem youth who are growing beards, 
who are removing the western etyle bifurcated trousers and donning khumbasia, who 
are clipping their hair, and frequenting the mosques, This i penitence, Islamic 
atyle, 


The truth ta that thie ito not a masse phenomenon, nor does it encompass the over- 
ill Mowlem youth in the Triangle, There are those who estimate the number of 
penitents at several hundreds, and others who estimate it at several thousands, 
Another expression of penitence ts the increasing number of mosques which are cur- 
rently being established in Arab communities, At times it would appear that there 
in a competition taking place among Arab villages as to which mosque 1s more at~- 
tractive, as to which cupola t# more outstanding, and as to which wail rises above 
the next, 


lhe monques are being constructed with local initiative, In general, a public 
committee 14 established in the village, which raises funds, acquires building 
materiale, prepares plans and supervises the accounts, The construction costs for 
each) mosque may come to hundreds of thousands of shekels, and at times even mil- 
lions, There are two principal sources for these sums: the government, and the 
residents, This year the government expended about 20 million pounds for mosque 
construction, and an amount several times that will be expended by the faithful 
themselves, 


The philanthropy itn the Arab sector 16 arousing wonderment, Women dispose of 
thelr jewelry, men help in pouring the foundation and raising the roof, others 
provide food for the artisans and help to transport building materials to the 
construction atte, 
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Over a pertod of years the Moslems in larael suffered trom a lack of moaquern 
worthy of the name and many of them were forced to worship in ramshackle bulldings 
that were for some reason called mosques, 


Appearance of the churches ta tlatta, Nazareth and other places polnted up the exe 
ternal contrast between the two communtties, Now that there io prospertty among 
the Moslems, who constitute about /5 percent of all the Arabs in lerael, they have 
proceeded with the bullding of mosques, Visiting the Arab villages one must ask 
the question: te such magnificence really necessary? Ilan't it possible to make 
do with less marble, with fewer ruge, and with fewer prayer halle? It ie common 
knowledge that for generations, |lelam was noted for ite simplicity and for the 
modesty of ite houses of worship, 


Heavy Fines on the bedoulns 


lhere are indications that the rate of tllegal construction in the villages of the 
Triangle has been Limited to about 20 percent over the past 7 months, Some explatn 
this phenomenon by the heavy-handed poliey which the Interior Minletry 1 now adopt- 
ing and which has manifested itself in the demolition of two houses at Musmus Vile 
luge and in the inspection teams which have been set up in cooperation with the 
police; some attribute this to the contour plans which they are attempting to pre- 
pare within | year in all of the villages of the Triangle at an investment of 2 
million shekels, Nevertheless, information has reached the authorities that the 
Villagers managed to complete the construction of their buildings even before the 
Inspectors are able to appear to write their reports, 


The courts have begun recently to crack down on these violations and have Levied 
heavy {ines on the builders without construction permite, Vor example, 10 bedoulns 
from the Haifa region have been asseseed fines which varied between 20,000 and 
100,000 shekels, Those who do not pay the assessed fines will have to demolish the 
houses themselves, and, falling this, the work will be done by the Interlor Mints- 
try, 
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JOWDAN 


HRI EES 


HUNAYN®S U.S, VISTI T« Kuwait, 9 Jan (CQNA)}~-The Kuwait! paper AL ANBA' today 
quotes Vawwas Gharal, Jordanian ambassador to Washington, a6 saying that 
the expected vielt to the United States by Hie Majesty King Husayn and the 
meeting with Vresident~-elect Ronald Keagan during thia visit le not for 

the purpose of discussing the possibility of Jordan joining the leraeli- 
lyyptian talks, which are being conducved in accordance with the Camp David 
Accords, lather, the ambassador is quoted as saying, the purpose of the 
vieit te to convey the Arab viewpoint that wae agreed upon during the 
Annan summit, The Jordanian ambassador aleo denied reports that Keagan 
has extended an invitation to King HWusayn for Jordan to join the Camp David 
Accords, saying: We have not received any invitation to thle effect, 
Vurthermore, he added, the possibility of euch an invitation 16 absolutely 
uniikely, ‘The Jordanian ambassador affirmed that Jordan's stand ia to 
adhere to those Aman summit resolutions pertaining to Arab rights and the 
Valentinian people's right to determine their fate and establish thelr state, 
(Yext}) (JNO91L2%4 Doha QNA in Arabic 1105 GMT 9 Jan 61) 
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NEW AMBASSADOR TO U.S, REVIEWS TILES WITH U.S., BRITAIN 


Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 29 Dec 80 p 2 


{Text} 


C80; 


THE KUWAIT! Ambas- 
sador to Washington 
Sheikh Saoud Nasser Al 
Sabah said that it is high 
time the US surrendered 
certain positions and mad¢ 
concessions towards Arab 
countries which had not 
yet shown any bad inten- 
tions against it, 


In @ press conference heid 
on Saturday, Sheikh Saoud 
described the US sponsor Ca- 
Peel agreement on the 
Middle East as 4 bilateral one 
between Egypt and Israel and 
said that any reference in the 
agreement to Palestinian au- 
tonomy rule does not affect 
the main Arab demands for 
the establishment of a Pales- 
tinian state. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti 
Ambassador who has been 
transferred from London io 
Washington reiterated that 
the US will never find a sub- 
stitute for the PLO which al- 
ready enjoys recognition vy 
the majority of world count- 
ries as the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinians. US rejec- 
tion to negotiate with the Pa- 
lestiniang will escalate the 
tension in the region, he add- 
ed and asserted tha Zionist 


pressure greatly influences 
policies of the US administ- 
rations. 


4820 


ZABLY 


nistre 
the wish of Europesn 


ously in explaining their ca- 
use to the a the new- 


feel the need to establish 
str relations with the 
f y countries 


Meanwhile, Sheikh Saoud 
praised the Kuwaiti-British 


KUWAIT 


t crisis. 


The Kuwaiti Ambassador 
revealed that the UK, contra- 
ry to France, always been 
under the influence of the 
US before the conservative 


total independent foliey to- 


tion was adopted. 
put the US in « corner isolet- 
od from ite alliance in the 


est 

Ap hy Bt 
5 am 
countries after thee Venice 


lay of a European initiative. 
He hoped that the Arabs wo- 
uld start ironing out their 
marginal disputes § in order 


to push forward an actual 
European initiative. 
— Kuna. 








KUWALT 


IRAN'S POLICY SAID TO SERVE U.S.=<ZIONIST INTERESTS 
0081202 Kuwait KUNA in English 1035 GMT 8 Jan 81 


[Excerpt] Kuwait, 8 Jan (KUNA)--Extracts from Kuwaiti editorials Thursday: 
"AR=RA'Y AL-"AMM, on Iran: 


"Once again we ask ourselves: What does Tehran want from this war? What is its 
aim in escalating the fighting with Iraq and adopting a policy that serves only 
the interests of the Americans? Why does Tehran wish to (?’destroy the) Islamic 
potential and waste the power of the Arabs at a time when they are fighting to 
Liberate their occupied lands in Palestine? Why does Tehran take an intransigent 
stance in this war that is promoting only the American-Zionist conspiracies and 
opening the region for the struggle of the superpowers? 


“However, the (’upcoming) Islamic Summit will give Tehran a golden opportunity to 
adopt a more harmonious stance with its Islamic sisters. This can be considered 
a great challenge for Tehran which will have a chance to present its case to the 
Islamic leaders and prove that its Islamic nature has the upper hand over its 
Persian identity, particularly as Iran has realized by now that the game of power 
is (’of no) avail. 


“Iraq has proven that it only asks for its legal rights. Either Tehran does not 
wish to restore these rights to their owners and this is a non-Islamic (’act) 

or it ts harbouring (?vicious) intentions tha’ aim at paralyzing the whole region 
and preventing it from confronting the Zionis« aggression. In fact, Iran has 
turned iteelf into an arena of struggle for the superpowers and paved the (?way) 
for them to exploit the potentials of the region. All this does not produce the 
aims of an Islamic revolution and does not reveal good sense. Anyhow, there still 
remains a chance for Tehran to return to the Islamic ranks and confront with them 
all the perils that are threatening the security of Islam." 


CS: 4820 
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KUWAIT 


JOINT VENTURES WITH PAKISTAN PLANNED 
Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 26 Dec 80 p 2 


[Text) Kuwait and Pakistan will join hands in launching joint venture projects 
for the production of chemical fertilisers, cement, poultry and tyres, sources 
at Kuwait Foreign Trading Contracting and Investment Company said on Wednesday. 


Those projects will be undertaken by a joint Kuwaiti-Pakistani investments com- 
pany in which the two governments are holding equal shares. 


The $25-million company was formed in Dec 1978 to implement Pakistan's vital 
economic projects in fields of industry, agriculture, touri°s and overland trans- 
pert. 


The joint company will take part in a project for the production of chemical 
fertilisers expected to be completed by the middle of the new year. 


Production 
The plant will have daily production of 1725 tons of urea in addition to one 


thousand tons of ammonia. The total cost of the project is estimated at $300 
million. 


The venture will also 300,000 and plans are under- avestment in Pakistan 
launch a dairy project for the way to expand the project to would enable that country 
eee of one-day chic- enable the doubling of that to supply our domestic re- 

ens which will approximate- production quirements at competetive 
ly cost $10 million Other projects 13 will prices. 

The Portland cement plant be undertaken by join ; 
will be set at @ cost reaching venture, will include indus- © Due to its, geographical 
193 million rupees with | trial marbles and insurance Pakistan is equipped to com- 
130 eS ae 4 for KFTCIC with European manufac- 

joimt venture will tures in this 
’ « operate with other Kuwaiti 
of Pakistan's national econo | 

The tyres plant will have my and those feeding the companies, the spokesma” 
a production capacity of Kuweiti market added —Kuna 
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FOURTH KFAED LOAN FOR MOROCCO CONCLUDED 


Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 30 Dec 80 p 2 


[Text } 


cso: 


4820 


A MOROCCAN banker 
said here today that talks 
were under way with va- 
rious development funds 
in the oil-rich Arab Gulf 


jects in Morocco. 

The banker, Abdel Qadir 
Bin Sulaiman, the President 
of the National Bank for 
Economic Development said 
that a KD8-million loan gra- 
nted to his bank by the Ku- 
wait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development last Saturday 
was the fourth loan made b 
the KFAED to that n 
African Arab country 

PURPOSES 


A loan t was con- 
cluded in 1972 (KD 860,000) 
for partial financing of . —* 
roecan sugar project, 

Qadr Bin Suleiman said 

A eccond (KD24 million) 
joan Was made in 1974 for o 
fertiliser project while 
KD six million were provid- 
Hy 1975 3 other indust- 
rial projects, he added 

KPAED loans to the Moro- 
cean bank for Economic De- 
velopment were utilised in 
financing over 20 industrial 
projects including sugar and 
textiles, Bin Suleiman said 

* TIONS 

The Moroccan government 
holds a 34 per cent share (KD 
10 million) in the bank while 
the remaining stock is held 
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by the private sector and for- 
= investors. 

n addition to KFAED’s lo- 
an, the Moroccan bank will 
conclude other agreements 


with Abu Dhabi fund for 
Arab Economic Development. 

Discussions are now under 
way for additional loans 
from Saudi Arabia, the Iraqi 
Fund for External Develop- 
ment and the Riyadh-based 
Arab Company for Invest- 
men 


t. 
In 1980 the bank which wes 
established in 1959, provided 
a total of $250 million for 


cent over 1979 and 115 
cent ye to 1978, in 


Suleuman 

This year the bank i- 
ded funds for small (below 
one million dollar) projects 
and the employment of over 
10,000 Moroccan _—siabourers, 
he added 


SMALL 
In 1981, the bank will al- 
locate $50 mullion for smail 
and medium pro 
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KUWAIT 


BRLEFS 


NEW KFAEC LOANS--The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development has announced 

loans worth more than $33 million to Bangladesh and Congo for development schemes. 
The larger loan, worth KD 5.7 million ($20.52 million) is to meet additional cost 
overruns on a project to improve rail links between the Congolese capital, 
Brazzaville, and the port of Pointe Noire. The Kuwait news agency said the loan 
was repayable over 20 years, but gave no other details. In 1978, the Kuwait Fund 
provided Congo with a second loan, worth KD 1 million ($3.60 million) for the same 
purpose. The project was approved in 1976, when the cost was estimated at $175 
million. It also includes construction of 88 kilometres of track between two other 
towns. The Kuwait news agency said that the KD 3.5 million ($13 million) loan to 
Bangladesh was repayable over 25 years, but gave no other details. The credit is 
to help finance construction of a 150-kilometre transmission line with a capacity 
of 500 MW to connect the electricity zones of East and West Bangladesh, The 
[Islamic Development Bank granted Bangladesh a $10 million loan last week for the 
same purpose. In 1978, the Kuwait Fund provided Bangladesh with a loan of S$KD 
6.80 million ($24.5 million) for the project, then estimated to cost about $56 
million. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO in English 22 Dec 80 pp 11-12) 


PARIS BANK--Paris, Thurs.--A Kuwait controlled bank is to open shortly in Paris, 
the first of its kind in the French capital. Called Kuwaiti-French bank, it 
would be 60 per cent controlled by four Kuwaiti banks and financial institutions 
with a 20 per cent stake held by Credit Industrial et Commercial the leading pri- 
vate banking group in France. Until now Kuwait has contended itself in Paris with 
participation in Franco-Arab consortium banks, notably U.B.A.F. [as published] 
Srowing trade between France and Kuwait has created the need for a virtually ail- 
Kuwaiti ban« along the lines of the private Al-Saudi bank in Paris. C.I.C. 
initially will provide the management. The 80 per cent Kuwaiti stake is divided 
between Pearl Holding, Alahli Bank, Commercial Bank of Kuwait and Fuwait Real 
Estate Bank. It will be a commercial bank and its head will be Sheikh Moubarak 
Al Jaber Al-Ahmed, son of the Amir. The bank's initial capital will be 100 
million French Francs ($21.7 million)--Kuna [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in 
English 19 Dec 80 p 2] 


BOMBER SENTENCE COMMUTED--His Highness the Amir Sheikh Jabir Al Ahmad, has revoked 
the death sentence on Al. RAT Al AA™M bomber Rouhy Ibraheem Abdulateef Al Niamr 


Rouhy who will now serve life imprisonment. Rouhy, 23, was found guilty of plant- 
ing exp’osives in the printing press of AL RAI AL AAM newspaper, which killed two 
people, injured 18 others and destroyed the press on July 12. According to the 
Kuwaiti law, death sentence has to be ratified by the Amir. He has the discretion 
to substantially alter the sentence. An Amiri decree approving the clemency of the 


sentence wil! be published in the OFFICIAL GAZZETTE tomorrow, official sources said. 
‘Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 20 Dec 80 p 1] 
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OLL SEARCH ABROAD--Kuwait is to set up a company to undertake oil explorations 
abroad, government spokesman Abdulaziz Hussein said yesterday. He said the 
Cabinet yesterday authorised the state-owned Kuwait Petroleum Organisation (KPO) 
to set up the company with a capital of KD100 million (6272 million). The KPO 
was established last January as part of a restructuring of state-owned oil com- 
panies, and is headed by O11] Minister Sheikh Ali Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah. Kuwait 
currently produces 1.5 million barrels of oi] per day. Meanwhile, Al Anba daily 
said, recent explorations for oil in Kuwait produced very positive results. New 
oil potentials have been traced in south Kazima district where 30 test wells were 
made, the paper added. The area was reported to contain heavy crude deposits 
which can be processed at a cost of $18 a barrel. In Dacca today, Bangladesh 

and the United Arab Emirates announced plans to cooperate in oil and gas explora- 
tion and study the possibility of undertaking joint ventures in other fields. 
[Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 29 Dec 80 p 1} 


LOAN FOR GAMBLA, MOROCCO--The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development yesterday 
granted a $42 million loan to be divided between Gambia and Morocco. The Moroccan 
National Bank will receive $30.5 million to finance banking operations over the 
next two years and to subsidise industrial projects in the north African country. 
The loan is to be paid back over a period of 16 years at an interest rate of 6.5 
per cent and carries a four-vear grace period. Gambia will receive $11.5 million 
to be repaid over a period of 25 years at an interest rate of 1.5 per cent and 
carries a five-year grace period. The loan is to be used for road construction 
projects in the developing west African country. Most of it will go for improving 
the existing road between Yoroberikunda-Basser which is an extension of Soma- 
Yoroberikunda road which has been constructed with the assistance of the fund. 

The road will serve the agricultural production areas situated on the southern 
bank of the Gambia River and to transport passengers and goods between the capita! 
Banjul and Basse city on the eastern border of the country. The project also 
includes the construction of a three-kilometre road connecting the main road with 
George Town ferry site and supervision services. [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in 
English 28 Dec 80 p 2} 
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DEVELOPMENT, CONDITION OF DOMESTIC ECONOMY REVIEWED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL~-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 1-6 Dec 80 pp 43-48 


(article by Michel Margqus: "File: 'Sticks' of Expatriate Money Prop up the 
Pot' of the Econamy”/ 


/fext/ The Lebanese conditions which have prevailed since 1975 are still 

all aspects of Lebanon with their special character — that of war and flight. 
Hardly a sector in the country has been spared, especially the economic sec- 
tor, which includes the productive and service sectors. 


After the 2 years' war (1975-76), which paralyzed most sectors of the econany, 
especially services, it was probable that the economy, which for the most part 
relies on the services industry, would collapse under the burden of a long, 
destructive war. However, some people's fears were not apt. It became clear 
that the basic foundations of the Lebanese economy, which for a 

had provided it with constant growth, had endured, in spite of the conditions 
they were exposed to. 


No sooner did security conditions improve at the end of 1976 than the Lebanese 
economy started rapidly to resume its activity, achieving accomplishments in 
excess of expectations .n most sectors, thanks to the relative stability it en 
joyed during 1977. This ocourred thanks to the Lebanese people's ability to 
adjust, the vitality of the businessmen, and the presence of an encouraging 
framework on the part of the government which consisted of laws and legisla- 
tion. 


The 1977 “upsurge” did not last long. Successive security setbacks followed 
one another, starting in early 1978, beginning with the al-Payyadiyah events of 
7 Pebruary, prooseding with the Israeli invasion of the south on 15 March and 
the events in the north on 13 June, and ending with the sumer episodes which 
lasted 100 days (in July, August, September and October). All of these cocmr- 
renoes had as much effect as the 2-years' war, and more, on the economic situa- 
tion. It is these events which limited the pace of resurgence, delayed the 
investment process and almost brought the economy to general collapse. The 
paralysis which afflicted the basic installations, from the port to the elec- 
tricity and water, and the difficulty of commmications, in addition to the 
disruption in the labor market, had negative effects on production and prices. 
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The Productive Sectors 
A. Industry. 


Lebanese industry in 1975 was distinguished by a smll mumber of industrial 
organizations and the family character with which they were stamped, Esti- 
mates set forth by the General Department of Central Statistics at that time 
show that 12,700 organizations had less than five workers each, that 3,000 
organizations had more than five workers each, that 90 percent of the latter 
had fran five to 24 workers, and that this average varied from sector to sector. 


Industry is also distinmjuished by: 


A high rate of concentration of output in a relatively small mumber of large 
factories. 


A low level of the maximum use of productive capacity available in industry, 
except for a small number of organizations. 


Diversity of industrial activities. 


An inadequate degree of industris)ization. 


The importance of exports as a percentage of production, since their share 
exoseds 50 percent in sam sectors. 


Industry's reliance to a significant degree on the outside world for imports 
(primary materials and capital goods), exports and financing. 


The capital invested in Lebanese industry totalled about 2.5 billion Lebanese 
pounds. The value of production came to about 2.3 billion Lebanese pounds. 


Pursuant to the events, the Arab nations' Industrial Development Center con- 
ductei an investigation to show the volume of the ‘osses inflicted on the 

industrial section in 1975 and 1976. This comprised 340 industrial organiza- 
tions representing eight sectors and covering 80 percent of total industrial 
production. The conclusiors of this investigation pointed out the following: 


Losses in fixed capital approximating 30 percent of book capital, especially 
in food, chemical and lumber industries. 


Losses in mobile capital approximating 22 percent of book capital, especially 
in the textiles, food, chemical and lumber industries. 


A large rise in the level of losses in prodguctive capacity and a drop of as 
much as 80 peroent in production in some industrial sectors. 


In addition, there were the indirect losses inflicted on all sectors, such as 
decline in same industrial sectors. 


The capital invested in Lebanese industry in 1974 was estimated at about 2.25 
billion Lebanese pours. About 20 percent of this capital was lost during the 
events. 
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In spite of the damage that afflicted Lebanese industry, it was and still is 
facing difficulties which obetruct its progress, In 1974, industrial output 

was ustimated at more than 2 billion Lebanese pounds; in 1977, that is, after 2 
years of war, it was estimated at 1.6 billion Lebanese pounds, In 1978 this 
output was estimated at about 2.5 billion Lebanese pounds, ami in 1979 at around 
4 billion Lebanese pounds in current prices, that is 2.26 billion Lebanese pounds 


in 1974 prices. 


Apoor ding to certificates of origin granted for them by the Directorate General 
of Industry, the value of industrial exports developed fran 836.4 million pounds 
in 1974 to 836.1 million in 1977, 772.3 million in 1978, 1,263,000,000 in 1979 
and 1, 350,430,000 pounds in the first 9 months of 1980, These exports account 
for about 50 percent of the value of industrial exports grante’ certificates of 
origin by various sources, most importantly the Beirut Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. The refore, the value of industrial exports, acoording to the chamber's 
statistics, was 1,504,000,000 pounds in 1974, 1,892,000,000 (pounds) in 1977, 

| 544,000,000 in 1978 and 2,158,000,000 in 1979. 


In spite losses plaquing the industrial sector, which the Directorate 

Genera. of Industry estimated at US $2.5 billion, and in spite of the decline 
in the technological level of the means of production, the problem facing 
miustry with regard to financing, and the flooding of the Lebanese market with 


aug) omnis, Lebanese industry proves that it stillexists ané that its exis- 
no Linked to the will of those who pursue it. 
"hy j ction Sector 


he cor: ~10On Sector experienced great stagnation in same areas and molest 
activity in others because of the repercusions of the security events in san 
Yreas uncon nected to others. It remins impossible to ascertain the condition of 
construction because of an absence of precise statistics, but one can take 
numerous elements into consideration which have the effect of helping developrent 


this ctor, namely: 
First, t par and reoonstruction of installations destroyed, where possible, 
eppec.al.y since the government has endorsed the principle of long-term low- 
nterest aid totalling 45,000 Lahbanese pounds for each dwelling wnit. 


yer’, cstablishment ot the Housing Bank, which in a year and a half has given 
pans for toe purchase and oonstruction of about 700 delling units. 


, the increase in the use factor in existing buildings and @ewecucion of the 
ot of 20,900 fhoupine units now under corstnmrction. 


our ‘ee flow of money from Lebanese working in Arab caumtries and the oor- 
struction of real estate to build houwsine to lode then when they return. 


ition of the prevailing security situation to construct illejl 
rex Mmtial estabdiishmernts. 











Indicators restraining the growth of the sector of construction prepared for 
housing lie in the following: 


Piret, the rise in the prices of real estate and aonstruction, The price per 
equare meter (according to pemnits granted, their areas and their values in the 
Engineers’ Unian) rose fran 200 Lebanese pounds in 1974 to 700 Lebanese pounds 
in 1977, That has continued to rise; in the 20,000-housing unit project it has 
been estimated at 960 Lebanese pounds, aside fran the price of land, 


Second, the absence of imnpower in the construction sector. 


Third, the lack of a rental law to proteact landlords and tenants both, causing 
Owners of capital to hesitate to establigh buildings allocated to housing for 
rent and to turn toward seasonal rental or sales, 


In all canes, Cmung years will witness a reoeptivity to building in the 
vicinity of 10,000 housing unites at the lowest estimate (7,000 of them in the 
project for 20,000 housing unites), in addition to buildings allocate! for pur- 
poses other than housing, which implies a resumption of activity in this sector 
to the level of the previous period, 


This sector is currently oxperiencing the construction of major camercial cen- 
ters in new housing coneentrations. These centers are being built on sites which 
wid been allocated for housing buildings, were purchased and for which key money 
worth millions of pours was paid to its oocupants. These operations have the 
effect of increasing Geanand for housing for people who had been occupying old 
Qwellirem. 


Lebanese summer resorts also are witnessing vigorous construction activity now, 
in view of the Lebancoe people's enthusiasn to go on summer vacations during ard 
after the war yours. 


The money investe! in real estate and construction is estimated at more than 2 
billion pouwrls o your, and perhaps more. Bank loans to the construction sector 
rose fram 622 mii.ion pounds in 1977 to 1,046 billion and 1,536,000,000 in 1979, 
above ar) beyond private funds and morey fran overseas. 


Ty ack 


In 1976, trate assumed new fonm, relied on differ technimie.,, and became ac- 
quainted with new features. HWowwer, it did not ue, in spite of the catastrophe 
it eyperienos! as « result of the destruction of the Camercial Center arn the 
debts it is awed by clients, in view of the widesprea! instalment sales during 


thy per iwn ryefore the war. 


The survival of trade in its old and new form and methods has also provided 
iebarcm with tyres of well known goods as well as new types of qoods, and 


miy 4 very teow hve been scarce. 


mee fall of 1976, shops and commercial institutions have starte! seeking aut 
altermatives to the Commercial) Center; the quest is distinguishe! by speed of 


BA, 














mover! and the Lebanese ability to adjust to cireunstances, even clrounstances 
of war wose end is not forseen, The nucleuses of the new markets created 

by the evento appeared before security was established, They were praninent in 
Juniyah, Tripoli, Jubayl, al-Bartun, Sayda, Ba'qalayn, Bihandun, Bikfaya and 
Dahir aleOhuwayr, in addition to the strip extending fram Jadidat al-Matn to 
Mntalyas along the two public highways (the old one and the expresmaway) , 

‘Ayn al-lag0nanalh, urn 4)l-Shulibak, the new highway, and so forth, In spite of 
them losses, the indices on bank loans to this sector came to 1,277,000,000 
LAbanese pounds, then rose to 1,749,000,000 in 1977, 2,146,000,000 pounds in 1976 


avi 3, 589,900,000 pounds in 1979, 


Pore.gn trade also enjoyed similar growth, thanks to import-export activity. In 
the context of Lebanese exports, their value was as follows; 1,74 billion 
Lebanese pounds in 1974, 2,365,000,000 in 1977, 1,93 billion in 1978, 
2,6968,000,000 in 1979, and 1,./ billion the first half of this year, To that 
should be added the value of the canmodities re-exported, which totalled 498 
million in 1977, 662 million in 1978, 940 millies in 1979, and 553 million in 
the seoond half of this year. 


Jue, of imports were 4,2 billion pounds in 1974, 3,85 billion in 1975, 
billion in 1976, 4.5 billion in 1977, 5.1 billion in 1976 and 7,5 billion 
19/9, in addition to goots and mterials imported via illegal ports, whose 

value ranges tran ) to 1.5% billion Lebanese pounds, 


The value of loans for foreiaqn trade rose fran 899 million pounds in 1974 to 
1,719,009,900 pounds in 1977 and 1,849,000,000 in 1979, 


J 


The tourcst sector grows not through hotel activity alone, but also through 
matronace of coffee shops, Casinos, beaches and movie houges, the establishment 


' ' fentivals a! the money tourists spend in the Lebanese mrket, 
hee re vortant index tor this sector is hovel activity in Lebanon, In 1974 
' dan represented ty 4 cunber of luxury hotels, perhaps the most important 
“ wore the Saint Georges, the Phoenicia, the Holiday Inn and so forth; 
e hots numbered 100 that year and contained 6,444 roams. This number came 


| , Camprising 3,974 roan, in 1978 dropped to 52, canprising 
,0046 rouse, then rose to 62 hotels in Beirut ocamprising 4,296 roan along with 
4 wy i thy ‘Yrust ‘yymweri* il] 453 reem. 


Ye nuner of peopl: staying on hotels came to 645,667 in 1974; the muamber de- 
’ 121,700 in 1977 that is, 18.8 percent of its figure in 1974, 
é tier roo te 145,%) in 1979 and was 102,66! up to the end of August 1980, 
ria otAlled 96/7 million Lebanese pounds in 1974 then dropped to 
yates in 1977, or about what they were in 1964 /sic/. 


wWiich affected « lerge part of agricultural output, 


j ‘ cl faa ofr vir culture, sins the increased’ denand for agricultural] 





products and the rise in their prices Lviuced a nunler of Ladbanawe to revive 
this sector aml inglornize it, Cultivation of fruit and vegetables in air Gone 
ditioned buildings was stimulated, in addition to Lnpreved seeda in a number of 
then, so that production became much better than it had been, and ite profit 
assured, Game vegetables (such os potatoes) started to take the place of other 
form of cultivation (sugar beets), In addition to the danmstic factor, Arab 
damnd for Labanewe: agricultural produets helped thelr growth, The value of xe 
ports of products of the vegetable kingdom rose fran 39,9 Lebanese pounds in 
1974 to 107.9 million pounds in 1979, and was about 140 million Lebanese pounds 
before the ovents, 


The livestock and poultry growing sector lost more during the everts, ‘The nunber 
of high quality milk cows Gropped fran 25,000 to 5,000 hewl, local cattle dropped 
fran 60,000 to 30,000 head, the nunber of sheep and goats fran 500,000 to 400,000 
head, ayg-Laying hens fran 4 million to 400,000, ami chicks fran 20 to 2 million, 


The value of exports of products of the aniinal kingdean came to 13,45 million 
pounds in 197/76 then drogoed in 1978 to 7,476,000 pounds, ‘The reason my be 
ascribed to danmestic danand for these products and their danestic rise in prices; 
4 kilogran of mutton is sold for 49 pounds, beef for 22 pounds, amv! chicken for 
1.25 pounds, and eyqs sell for 44 , asters. 

nk loans to the agricultural sector continued to reprement 2,3 percent of total 
loans, in spite of their rise fram 129 million pounds in 1974 to 299 million in 
19/9, 


The Money “Mar ret 


Weirut tad reaches! an advanced 


stage of develoament in fimane.al and banking 
affairs. Although it did not manage to became an clament attacting most surplus 
Arab funds, it did attract large amounts of then; wane of them were shifted abnoad 
during the events. In spite ot the closing and destruction of the Canmercial 
Center and the desjyliations which sane banks were eyposed to, the assets of th 
Latter were not much Gawwyed, and they managed to branch out to about 460 places 
in Lebanon to ease their clients’ freedom of transactions, 


As regards their inoame, that incressed /fron/ 10,247,000,000 Lebanese pounds in 
1974 to 22,244,000,000 pounds in 1979, while their disbursements rose fran 
9,629,000,000 to 22,274,900,000 pounds, 


These funds cannot be the result of local savings, sinee output has not yet reached 
its previous Level, and they cannot be the result of increases which have oocurred 
in salaries a6 4 result of the incr ase in the cost of living; rather, their source 
if, foreign, ot luuportantiy the ranittance made by Lebanese working abroad, Whose 
number increase) bry about $50 , 000 during the events, 


The transfer of this massive capital to 4 @mall country like Lebanon which is 
wing through « disturbert political situation proves that Lebanon's eoonanic 
diwnsions greatly transoom) its geggraphical dimensions, 








This benkung aetivity also invyed beyond the borders sinete @ number of Lebanese or 
jolt Lebanese banks were established Indpendent of existing banks in Lebanon, 
Niegg, a nunber of local banks were inerqed, the ownership of sane foreiqn banks 
was transierred to Lebanese, am! the establishment of banks was liberated fran 
the Canger which had been imposed in 1967, Six new banks were established with 
aGayitol of l5 million Lebanese pounds each, and same increase! their capita) 

to JO million pounds. he number of people working in banks increased fran 
6,109 in 19/4 to 9,494 in 1979, 


Public Utilities 


hiong with these seetors, there ramin the public utilities, the port, the air- 
port, electricity, water and public works; the task of reconstructing these has 
bee, assigned to the Coune) | of Develoanent and Reconstruction, 

Whe port has regained 645 percent of the activity of 1974, in tenn of caryous am 
eooipment; during the perlod whieh followed its total destruction it was able to 
renew its contacts with most of the porte of the world and aguntries, although it 
the transit movement through its facilities, 


I addition to the port of eirut, the ports of Tripoli and Juniyah were stJime 
iad, in audition to the unofficial ports. 


wort airport also regained 63 peroent of passenger traffic, The airport has 
eypervenced large activity in the support and repair of existing runways, the 
oopsolidation of Lanes and parking areas for airplanes, and the construct ton 
ml outfittinay of the eastern runway; there are program in the expansion pro- 
i” Moch have not yet taen carried out, 


Mhese projects oust about 570 million Lebanese pounds in current prices, 


bn Jend cammunications, Construction of the min roads to connect the capital to 
the north, the south and aleBiga' via three expressways has been delayed, Two 
reyyt wave beer ot out for the mintenssee of this systam - an a@nergency pro- 


wo tO repair and maintain 200 kKilawters of min international highways and oa 
‘ mehere progras to repair approximately 4,000 kilaneters of roads in the worst 
oreiition at a cost of 4043,4 million Labanes pounds, 


Construction of the ooastal expressway connecting Beirut with Tripoli to the north 

and Gaya ami al-Zahrani tran the south lies direetly in the oontext of the oom 
chons.ve projet to upyrade the road system. Its basic goal is to quarantee the 

functioning of the existing coastal road whose cordition deteriorated as a remit 

, because imintenance, expansion and reinforcement activities were 

ot Carrig) out singe the start of the events, One should ear in mind that this 

row! Constitues the vital artery of most eoonmmic and social activities, Inmple- 

mentation was begun on the work which had been suspended during the events; a delay 
culted inomwaking use of the highway and its onosts incrensed because of this sus- 

u“necon, tr addition, sane seqnents which had been built were damged, The onst 

of the corthern expressway is 577 million pounds and of the southern expressway 


"At llion coourvis 


‘ 
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In addition, lines has ban repaired and about 50,000 
raw lines have been inetalled, Whe system of telex lings has been repaired, 
alony with the satellite station in aleirhaniyah, There now is 4a plan to e®% 
tablish more telephone lines and electronic telephone centers, There is 4 Seyear 
plan to inetall $00,000 new costing 645 million Lebanese pounds, 


To upgrade and reconstruct what was, destroyed, and inpleanent necessary projects 
to preserve 4 mininun of eoonamic balante, the fiqures of the Lebanese budget 
doublet over their 19/74 level, that is 1,2)4,000,000 pounds, In 1977 the budget 
totalled 1,661,000,000, in 1974 it came to 2.26 billion, in 1979 it came to 
2,806,000 ,000, and in 1980 11 Gene to 3,469,000,000 lebanese pounds, ‘lhe budget 
Getielt rome fran 5/7 million pounds in 1977 to 1, 467,000,000 pounds in 190, 


In conjunetion with that, the price index in 1974 reowded an inerease of 46,7 
percent over ite LUGO level, but in Deon 1979 the increase cane to 246,7/ percent 
relative to 1966 that is, the consuner price index increased to 155 peroent of 
Wit it wasn in 197A, 


Conversely, the mininun wage was 7/5 Leanewe pounds in 1974, and totalled 675 
pounds if LOO after increasing gradual. y four tines over Jaic/, to 310 Lebanese 
penis, 415 pounds, 925 pounds, then 675 pounds, 


lymiever, this wap retee produeed an aggravation in social and eaonanic conditions, 

view Of the drag io the buying power of the Lebanese pound, The value of the 
Lebanese pour Gdrogped about 3) gereent between 1966 ant 19/74; that is, 100 1966 
plasters bad beoune 69 plasters bly 19/4, and experts have estimated that the 
lebanese I }980 is worth just 30 plasters of its 1966 value -- that is, that 
the value of the pruned in 1980 droped 56.5 peroent fram its 1974 leve) ‘The mini- 
man wage in 1980 ie equal to mily 204 pounds at the real value of the pound in 
L966, 


‘he agrop lia the laying power of the Labanese pound during this period caused the 
Valin of the fineriocan Gollar to rise from 2720.75 plasters in 1974 tom 325,75 plasters 
in 1979 and 350 piasters in OCetober 1949, as did the values of other hard curren- 
cler the pound steriing rowe fran 545,55 to 726,40 piastere by the end of 1979, 
the fwies frane fran 90,485 to 204,70 pilasters, the Prench frane fran 51,40 to 
40,90 plasters and tle Saudi riyal fram 64. 10 to 96,70 piasters, 


In the face of these conditiors the flight of the Lebanese workforce increase, 46 
fool Lams: ‘ 


The construction mector, try 1:,000 workers; the industrial sector, by 50,000; the 
trade weetor, by 22,000; the wervices sector, by 11,000; official administration, 
by abst |',000; other sectors, by roughly more than 125,000 people working in 
hotels, education, reproemantation work and benks, and engineers, doctors, pharm- 
cleats, lawyers, industrialists and so forth, 


‘Theme pagule provide emul librium for “Le Lebanese balance of trade, sending 


Lebanon tO leas than 4700 million a4 month, 








los ses 

isvoue® Curing the 2-year war (1975-76) were 7,509,000,000 pounds, 
losses in national product were 2.6 billion pounds, 

Losses in national product in 1976 were 6 million pounds, 

losses in projected growth fran 1975 to 1977 were 4,853,000,000 pounds, 


These losses total 20.96 billion. After 1977 the direct and indirect losses con- 
tinued, and the Lebanese econamy is paying the price. 
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PLUS OAT. Gr COUT IC NRONOMY DROID IN OPTATL 


Paria Al-NAIW Al~'ARAII WA AL -DUWALII9 Arabic 1-6 feo 80 pp 43, 44 
/Article ty M.M.: “lLabenon -- belts, Iroressed Inflation, 4 Deficit in Production*/ 


The deficit in the budget, which is inereasing year after year because of 
sparne treasury reveruen, the impotence of the tax opllecting system and the 
goverment 's need to carry vt same projects am) reconstruct what was destroyed 
have brought debts upon the treasury wWhoee sources are damstic and foreiqn. 


tp to 1967, the public dott hardly existed, That yoor, the treasury resorte! to 
issuing boris against iteelf to cover its deficit. The oamercial banks mb- 
scribed to the bonds issuel; however, that gubscription was not “covere’” in term 
of the barks' assets, sinee it amopuntel to 40 million Lebarese pounds, acoounting 
for 10 percent of the banks' assets. The treasury debts, by virtue of the issuance 
of the bonds, continued to rise at their previous rete until 1977, when the value 
of the banda issued aginst the treasury rome to 475 million pounds, representing 

} peromnt of the banks’ assets that year. In 1978 the value rose again, to 949 
million, which representa’ 5 percent of the banks' assets. Then the value of the 
borvis came to 1,966,000,009 Lebanese pourdis in 1979, that is, 4 percent of the barks’ 
assets. The value of the borvle that year was 1, 136,000,000 pournis. 


two iesues in 197) an! there was ore in 1972. 


Sings 1977, the isouance of bontls has 
amonth, It is the Ministry of Finance 
i 


Subect ibers to the treasury bonds are the co merc 
Ineurance Pund, the National Deposit Insurance Organi zation 
(for medium and long term). 


The subse _riptions of individuals, thoush they 
through the banks, as was the case in May 1990, this year when the Bark of Lebaron 
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; 
i 
i 


99 











called on ite eqployees to @ibecribe to the issue of 13 May 1980 (for a period of 
}montie at an interest rate of 10,25 percent); the a@nount of employees’ sub- 
acviption came to 700,000 pounds, 


the 
The meriode of bands have not exceeded 5 years; most of than have been for a 
~ * of 6 months and the fewest for 1, 2, 3} or 5 years, Out of a total of 527, 
.0f in bonds in 1977, just WO million were for 1, 2 ami } 
») pereent of the total, Out of a total of 3,024,600,000 in bonis in 1978, the 
value of Seyear boris was 75.1 million pounds, or 2.5 perosnt of the total 


In 1979, /The Ministry of / Pinanee made four issues, ranging fran | 
woth, 760 million pounds, that is, the equivalent of 31.25 percent of the total 
value of the borvdls, 


The minietry fives the interest on these boris, Generally, it is close to the 
current interest rate which wes } percent in 1977, 2,52 percent in 1978, 6,28 
percent in 1979, rose last May to 10.25 percent, ant is now Gropping back, 


In order to encourage the subscription of treasury bonds, the Bank of Lebanon has 
asked cammercial banks to deposit half their campulsory reserves, totalling 15 per- 
cent of their ass ts, in the form of treasury bonds, on conmilition that these bonis 
be valid for a pe od of 6 months fram the date they a. ° deposited with the Central 
lank at an annual interest of 3.5 percent, which last May rose to 4.5 percent, 








Darestic Public Debts 
). Bank of Lebaron offerings. 


(» to 1975, the Bank of Labanon's debts to the government wer not worth mention- 
img, ranging fran | to 9 percent of its assets. 


In the absence of treasury reverues in 1967 fsic/, the goverrment was campelled to 
turn to the Gank of Lebanon, which offered i miliion Lebanese pounds to cover 
ite administrative expenses, raising the debts relative to the bank's assets to M4 
percent. “hey continued! to rise in 1977, then dropped back to 1) percent in 1978, 

Ln epite of the intercession of cammercial banks lending to the goverrment, then rose 
to 18.8 percent of the bank's assets in 1979, totalling 1,487,000,000 pounds. 


Thaw debtec tveve hel different effects. The Rank of Lebanon issues hard currency 
ajainst its damestic assets, debts with the goverrment and debts with the private 
sector. Pvery time the Bank of Lebanon gives loans to the goverment, it issues 
(domestic currency in exchange for these loans. That is, the Bank of Lebanon's 
loans to the government create an “inflation” in the volume of cash which could 
have an inflatiorary effacc. 


Sinoe the government disburses its loans to cover atministrative expenses, the ef- 
fect of these debts cannet but be inflationary, because they lead to an increased 
power Of Gemard in the market without covering the ejuivalent supply. 


Thus, Whenever the government resorte to borrowing fram the Central Bank, the first 
result of its debts is the cirect issuance of damestic currency; the secon! result 
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the money the government has borrowed! reaches the public, which de- 
of in 


exchange Create currency for it on paper, 
f Lebanon the goverrment creates currency twice: 


= 
3 
J 


Lebanon became acquainted with foreign debts for the firet time in 1963; these 
though not great until 1976. In actuality, the volume of 
Lebanon rose $98 million in 1973 and $73 million in 1976. 
These debts wore rot disburse! in their enti . Tn 1973, $56 million was t 
lion was spent; the sums to be paid, with interest, were $11.9 
for the 1973 loan and $8 million for the 1976 loan. 


H 
3 
£ 
i 
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year 
Recause of the events, the government was campelle’d to take out more foreiqn loans, 
t© $173 million in 1977 and $166.6 million in 1976, 


whi 

Por the moet part, the foreign debts are with Arab funds, the Arab Pund far feonamic 
ard) Social Development (Kuwait), and the Abu Dhabi Pund for Boonamic and Social 
Development. The sources of other loans are Purgpean ard American — the World 
Bark, the EBuropean Bank for Investment, the Prench government ar! so forth, 


These loans have bean taken out to finance specific projects to outfit the in 
frastructure, inclulling the fourth basin in the port of Beirut, Lebanon Elec- 
tricity, the garbage plant, cammmications am! Beirut airport. 


The borrowing conditions are flexible, the payment period sametimes comes to 20 
years, the interest rate is relatively low, ami there is no fear that it will mt 
be possible to pay the debts off as long as arma) instalments, with interest, do 
not exosed 1 percent of the value of Lebanese @qorts. 


The financial results of the foreign debts have a positive influence on the balance 
of payments when received and a negative one when paid. They thus affect the 
level of domestic reserves ar the currency exchange rates. Pvery foreign loan 
entails revenues in foreign currency, which are converte’ into domestic currency 
for disbursement locally, and this conversion creates pressure for increases on 


the domestic currency exchange rates. 


Every payment of a foreign loan entails the conversion of local currency into the 
foreign currercy in which the loan is made, strengthening the value of the foreign 
currency demanded and producing 4 corresponding drop in the value of domestic 





Budget policy rarely lacks financial consequences. Public debts, whether domestic 
or foreign, have an effect on the volume of domestic currency domestically ani 
affect the level of prices ami the exchange level. 
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MOROCCO 


FOREIGN MINISTER REPORTS ON LATEST FOREIGN POLICY POSITIONS 


Kuwait Al-WATAN in Arabic | Dec 80 p 13 


/Article by Sea'd Laghlul fu'ad: Foreign Minister of Morocco to AL-WATAN; We Talked 
with the Soviets about Afghanistan and They Listened -- without Comment” 


fFext/ M'Homed Boucetta, Morocco's minister of foreign affairs and the head of the 
roccan Istikial Party, recently visited Paris, Moscow and Sofia at the head of a 
delegation of Moroccan officials, holding discussions in the three capitals with of- 
fictals in each, after which he returned to Morocco 4 few days ago. 


Economic and Cultural Issues 


In @ brief meeting with him in Paris, | asked him what was behind his trip to the 
eastern and western capitals. 


He replied, “This trip concerns the ong governmer's| committee's annual meeting 
with officials in Parts, Moscow and Sofia. The meet »y takes place pertodically, 
and the place where it {6 held is tn Morocco one year, and one year in each of these 
capitals. At these meetings, @ thorough study ts made of bilateral relations, in- 
cluding economic end cultura) matters, trade and the use of mowern technology. They 
are 4)00 an opportunity to exchange views on political matters, pertaining to each 
given country or in the international context.” 


Phosphate and the Contract of the Century 


| asked, “Wheat about your visit to the Soviet Unton, which hes made with Morocco mat 
is well known as the ‘deal of the age’ on the production and export of Moroccan phos- 


phate?” 


He said, “As regerds the Soviet Union, very important agreements were signed from the 
economic standpoint. A start will be made on implementation of the contract it made 
with us, which hes become known as ‘the contract of the century,’ regarding joint 
Moroccan-Soviet exploitation of Moroccan phosphate. This contract will be in effect 
for 30 years and will amount to $30 billion, in regard to the production of uranium, 
the sale of these materials on the world market, and the necessary equipment for a)! 
thet in the form of construction of roads and ports, the shipment of equipment and 
machinery, and the construction of plants and factories. Implementation and field 
study wil!) begin at the start of the coming year. We also dealt with issues bearing 
on trade. The quantity of Moroccen products offered in Soviet markets is very large. 

















Among them, for instance 16 Moroccan citrus fruit, total Soviet Union imports of that 
this year came to 200,000 tons, alongside other Moroccan goods,” 


Heated Arab lssues 


| asked of the discussions dealt with the heated political issues of the hour in the 
Arab nation which draw the attention of international parties and interconnected 
foreign interests and cause them to intervent in one way or another, 


He replied by saying, 


"We stated our view to the Soviet officials on the tension which exists in the Maghreb, 
which grew to the point of armed conflict; by this | mean the Sahara issue. We stated 
thet the matter concerns our territorial unity now that Spanish colonialism has been 
eliminated from the Sehera. We stressed the Moroccan nature of this Sahara through- 
out history and its inhabitants’ tenacious adherence to their Moroccan national af- 
ffilation, We #160 underlined our latest position on this issue, in which we agreed 
to discuss the dispute existing between us and Algeria regarding the Sahara in an 
African contest and in the light of the recommendations which the committee of the 

four judges ‘ssued in the middie of last September in accordance with a resolution 

of the Africen summit conference held in the town of Freetown in early July.” 


He went on to say, “Soviet officials stressed to us that they were not trying to esce- 
late militery operations in the region, In any event that is what they are telling 
ut clearly end tn an official manner. They also asserted to us that they would sup- 
port any peaceful resolution of this issue, would back any dialouge which took place 
among the parties concerned, and approved the confinement and resolution of the is- 
sue within an African contest. 


Moscow and Pelestinian Rights 


I seid, “Old you discuss the problems of the Middle East, the Iraqi-Iranian war and 
armed Soviet intervention in Afghanistan with the Soviets?” 


He said, “Yes, | raised these issues and their ramifications with them. With respect 
to the Middle Eect issue, the Soviet officials consider that there will be no solu- 
tion to this problem without recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people and their right to esteblish their independent state on their national soil, 
and recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization as a sole representative of 
the Palestinian people. They also stressed that there was no possibility of @ solu- 
tion to the Arab-Isreal! struggle thet did not start with Isreal's withdrawal from 
a!) occupted Arab territories, including Jerusalem. Finally they emphasized that it 
wes not possible to resolve the Middle East crisis through partial or separate solu- 
tions end thet « comprehensive solution by a1! the parties concerned, local and inter- 
national, wes necessary.” 


The Gulf War and Afghanistan 


He moved on to telk sbout the war between Baghdad and Tehran, stating, 











"Viewpoints between us and Soviet officials corresponded in considering thet the war 
underway today between Iraq and lran was not to the benefit of either or to the bene- 
fit of the Palestinian cause, and that every effort had to be made to stop this war,” 


Regarding armed Soviet intervention in Afgnanistan, he sald, 


"The Soviet officials restricted themselves to hearing Morocco's viewpoint and did 
not comment on anything. for our part, we stressed to them that Morocco's position 
on the issue of Afghanistan proceeded first and foremost from the need for our ab- 
solute solidarity with the principles and resolutions which the Islamic conference 
had adopted in Islamabad, —228 that the Soviet Union has a fundamental role 
which it must play to create @ satisfactory just solution to Afghan problems, es- 
pecially when we consider that the Soviet Union has adopted a positive role toward 
some third world issues, specifically the Palestinian issue, and that it has friend- 
ly comercial and economic relations with @ number of member countries of the Islamic 
conference which it 16 necessary to preserve.” 


France Supports the Arabs 


My last question was on the Issues dealt with tn his talks with French offictais in 
Paris, We replied as follows: 


"Morocco 1% linked to France by good friendly relations. It 1s sufficient to realize 
that helf a million Moroccan workers are working in France and about 25,000 Moroccan 
students ore studying tn tts universities. In our discussions with French officials, 
we concentrated on two points tn the realm of bilateral relations. The first was the 
apres! to the French party to participate in the implementation of our development 
plans, through money or technica) expertise, especially since we are about to set out 
the next S-year plan and are 4)s0 on the verge of modifying the law on foreign in- 
vestment * Morocco. The second point dealt with cooperation in the cultural field, 
which is Important end has « large scope and dimensions, both for the Moroccan stu- 
dents in Frence and for French teachers and professors in Morocco. Connected to this 
point 16 the discussion which took place on the aspects of living rentees for Moroc- 
can workers in France.” Shortly before concluding his talk, he said, “As regards po- 
litical issues, France supports Arab rights in the Middle East crisis. We, in the 
name of Morocco, requested support from the French position and emphasized the impor- 
tent role which France can play within the European qroup on behalf of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, liberation of the Arab territories occupied by Is- 
real! forces, and the liberation of Jeruselem,. We found on the part of French offi- 
clals @ good understanding of our viewpoint regarding Arab issues and @ serious re- 
sponsiveness to whet we presented to then.” 
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PREMIER DISCUSSES VARIOUS ARAB-WIDE, DOMESTIC PROBLEMS 


London AL-HAWADITH In Arabic 12 Dec 80 pp 23,24 


Article by Hasan Hammadah: “Morocco's Prime Minister te AL~HAWADITH: A Rabat- 
giers Axis Is Possible and if Established Wil!) Change Current Conditions!” 


(Text/ The Moroccan premier, Mr Maat! Bousbid, 1s @ person known to be blunt to the 
maximum degree. 


He 1s @ lawyer specializing tn defending ple accused of political crimes, @ re- 
spected economist, « democrat, and formerly one of the most prominent soccer players 
in Morocco. In addition, he has integrity and the mst intensely extreme opponents 
of the regime attest to it. 


After he returned from the summit conference in Amman he immediately headed to Paris 
to open the “Sympostum on Jerusalem” organized by the Secretariat General of the Is- 
lamic Conference Organization in the Unesco building, representing King Hassen the 

Second, chairman of the Jerusalem Committee, 


What distinguishes the premier of Morecce from his 4echnocratic colleagues is the fact 
that he 1s more \iberel, a) though he has been proficient at the art of appearing re- 
served when he does not want to get into matters which cause “headaches!” 


| met him when he was staying in one of the big hotels in Paris, tn order to have a 
discussion on the circumstances a the Amman summit, the Lebanese crisis, 
the problem of the Sehere, relations with Algeria and Libya, domestic conditions in 
Morocco, the ‘ssue of the politica! prisoners, the new American administration -- 
and the coming teraeli elections, following conversation took place: 


AL -HAWADITH: What ‘6 your opinion, your excellency the prime minister, are the cir- 
cumstances which led to the failure of the Amman summit? 


He interrputed me at the stert of the conversation, saying, 


“Failure? Who seid that the summit conference in Amman ended in failure? The oppo- 
site is true, The conference succeeded, and it adopted clear resolutions which God 
will ng will be carried out. The conference absolutely did not fail. There is no 
doubt that the absence of some Arab countries at the summit prompts intense regret, 
but what {6 important is thet the overwhelming majority of Arab countries attended 











and participated responsibly in its discussions and resolutions, and that was the ob- 
jective. Unity of Arab ranks 1% more necessary today than at any time in the past; 
therefore, it 1s absolutely not permissible to fall behind the cavalcade. The cir- 
cumstances which we are facing are semina! in every sense of the word, I generally 
prefer not to use certain sonorous phrases which people who respect themselves no 
longer accept, such a6 the expression ‘seminal,’ for example, but that 1s the truth," 





AL-HAWADITH: for about 2 months talk in some Arab and Western diplomatic circles has 
been increasing about the possibility of removing the character of representative 

of all the Palestinian people from the Liberation Organization, Isn't that one of the 
mOst CONSPICUOUS reasons dictating thet those who stayed away decided to refrain from 
participating in the summit sessions? 


Houabid: This statement is absolutely unacceptable. The concluding statement issued 
by the Arab kings and presidents participating in the Amman summit stipulated, in a 
manner which admits of no ambiguity, that the Palestine Liberation Organization will 
continue to be supported as 4 sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 
This 18 @ clear point from which there can be no regression. So where is the ambi- 
guity? This concluding statement also stipulated that Resolution 242 and the Camp 
avid resolutions were to be rejected, In this context, nothing was changed ty the 
oman summit. However, there 1s something | would like to say, which is that the 
countries which boycotted the summit meetings participated in the preparatory meet- 
ings for the summit through their foreign ministers and helped set out the agenda in 
its entirety Why did the presidents of these countries refrain from attending after 
their delegates, that ts, the foreign ministers, agreed to the summit agenda? 


| am asking on answer to this question, Why didn't they take part? I do not want to 
accuse anyone of ‘1) will, but tt seems that those who did stay decided upon this 
stand of theirs without reference to any issue which could be raised at the summit, 
Proof of that is their foreign ministers’ participation in formulation of the agenda, 
which was applied in its totality, 


AL -VAWADL TN = However, we are now faced with a state of affairs which cannot be ig- 
nored, sipce there ere two basic groups involved directly which boycotted the summit, 
the Palestinian group and the Syrian group. This state of affairs exists and cannot 
be denied. Wheat weight do the summit resolutions enjoy as long as these two groups 
have not participated in the conference but are essential to the line of confrontation? 


Kouabid: The Palestinian cause concerns 411 Arab peoples. It concerns Moroccans, as 
it concerns Algerians, and it concerns Palestinians, Syrians, Jordanians and other 
Arab peoples. ftveryone recognizes that the Liberation Organization is the sole le- 
gitimate representative of the Arab people of Palestine. However, had the cause not 
concerned us @)\, the Moroccan army would not have joined the battle as soon as the 
19/4 war broke out. We are not strangers to the cause. 


Ai WADI TM: It ts true that the Arab world in its entirety is responsible for the 
cause, but the name of the cause 16 Palestinian, and the name of the people is Pales- 
tinien, and the name of the people is Palestinian. You recognize that it is the or- 
ganization alone which represents this people. Thus it is clear that it has the pre- 
eminent say. Gut the resolutions were not phrased in the severity dictated by the 
rigid positions of the new American administration, in which the first strong mani- 
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festation was American president-elect Ronald Reagan's statement in which he de- 
scribed the Liberation Organization as “terrorist.” 


He interrupted me by saying, 
"Let us go back to the text of the concluding statement." 


At this point the prime minister asked one of his aides to draw out the file on the 
concluding statement of the Amman summit. The aide brought him the file. He opened 
it, looked at it then told me, 


“Councils of trusteeship. This is what they say; isn't it so? 
| replied, “Of course.” 
He said, “I hope you wil! write down everything I am telling you." 


"After the concluding statement had dealt with the rejection by the Arab kings and 
presidents participating in the summit of Resolution 242 and the Camp David agree- 
ments, as | mentioned above, and after it had declared its adherence to the legiti- 
macy of the Liberation Organization as a sole representative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the statement incorporated an entire paragraph concerned with the United States, 
stating, verbatim: ‘The conference condemned the government of the United States of 
America's continued support for Isreal and its political, military and economic back- 
ing of Isreal in @ manner enabling the latter to consecrate the occupation, ignore 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, neglect international resolutions, 
and continue to practice aggression, expansion and settler colonization. The con- 
ference a1s0 condemned the hostile position of the government of the United States 
of America vis-a-vis the Palestine Liberation Organization, neglect of its right 

to represent the Palestinian Arab people and attachment of the label of terror to 
it,'" 


After he had finished reading out this paragraph, he said, 


"I believe that the statement is of a clarity which does not permit of criticism or 
fault-finding.” 


AL-HAWADITH: Your excellency the prime minister, let us talk about the problem of 
Lebanon. 


Bousbid: Please proceed. 


At this point a visitor, @ Moroccan journalist who is an acquaintance of the prime 
minister, apologized for interrupting and directed the following question to the 
premier: 


"Noes Lebanon constitute an actual concern for the Arabs?” 


Bouabid replied, “Unfortunately, the Arab countries as a whole are diverted by their 
disputes. The Arabs are engaged in internecine fighting with one another and Lebanon 


unfortunately is continuing to bleed.” 
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| told the prime minister, “Let us return again to the concluding statement of the 
Awan suamit. What this statement cited is in no way different from the hopes which 
the ears of Lebanese people have grown tired of hearing for 5 years.” 


Houabid: As you know, the concluding statement contained an explicit appeal to al) 
parties to support the legitimate authorities and rally around them, However, we 
must acknowledge a fact, which is thet the Lebanese themselves must participate in 


creating a solution to the tragedy of Lebanon. Their role is the basis, My state- 
ment mignt seem defictent to some Lebanese who have been hearing for a long time, but 
it is the simple truth, [t 16 the Lebanese who are directly concerned with the sur- 
vival of Lebanon, It 16 they who must determine Lebanon's destiny. Therefore | say 
that they must reach agreement, If the Lebanese do not reach agreement — them- 
selves, it will be very difficult to create a solution to the problem, especially 
since it has become a connected to the crisis tn the region in general. 


AL-HAWADITH: Lon't It in the power of the countries participation in the Amman summit 
to offer Lebanon economic aid through the “development contract” which was approved, 
whose amount totals $5 billion? 


houabid. According to the terms of the development contract, its purpose requires 
that the economies of the least developed Arab countries be supported, Naturally, de- 
finition of “least developed country” 1s a matter which requires careful study. Le- 
banon is not in the ranks of the least developed, however, its economic and social 
problems resulting from the evi) war perforce place it in the ranks of countries to 
which assistance must be offered. This aid will not be in the form of cash but will 
be for financing specific projects in the light of clear, accurate studies. The a- 
mount which can be allocated to each country differs according to the conditions of 
the country involved and the type of projects it must establish. 


AL-u\wanlin: Your excellency the prime minister, when the issue of the Sahara is 
raised, issues concerning Moroccan-Algerian and Moroccan-Libyan relations are per- 
force raised with ft, It has been observed that following the disaster which occurred 
in the Algerian town of £) Asnam, the position Morocco took and the letter which the 
Algerian prosident Chadl! Bendjedid sent, a glimmer of improvement has appeared in re- 
lations between Rabat and Algiers. What t« the extent of the speed of this improve- 
ment in relations, and what is the cause of it? 


Bouabid: The Sahara inhabitants are only a collection of people. In the last census 
the Spaniards made shor'.y before withdrawing, the number of people in the Sahara did 
not exceed 73,500. At tne start of the Green Invasion, the number dwindled to almost 
50,000 people. Algeria was the first country to create an issue by the name of “Sa- 
hare issue,” starting to provide the citizens with arms and money. Personne) from 
foreign countries such as East Germany started stealthily to interfere in the region, 
supported by officials tn some countries adjacent to the Sahara, until] it became a 

pit seething with men and materiel and the battles with the Moroccan army started to 
gain in intensity, since there were different kinds of weapons which Polisario has ob- 
tained. Libya's President a)-Qadhdhafi exploited the dispute that had arisen between 
Algeria and Morocco and began to increase his intervention in the Sahara region. How- 
ever, \t appears that our Algerian brothers have begun to feel the gravity of the con- 
centrated foreign presence in the Sahara. This feeling 1s apparent in some signals 
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from Algerian positions, most conspicuous of which was the report by the Algerian 
broadcast MAGHRIB AL-SHU'UB on the statement in King Hassan the Second's speech before 
parliament on the seriousness of the alien presence in the Sahara area to al) the 
countries of the Maghreb, This constitutes the start of a real transformation which 
we hope will accelerate with each passing day. Prior to the Sahara issue, the Arab 
world, and the whole world, were hearing about something called the Rabat-Algiers 
axis, Whenever something occurred, we heard people saying “Wait till we see what 

the position of the Rabat-Algiers axis will be.” This axis, which had been dormant, 
had started to give tidings of a prosperous future for the Maghreb. We hope that 

this axis will be restored and will control al) the excesses which occur in our Magh- 
rey, We ore carrying out a fulure-oriented policy and are not professionals in creat- 
ing an abyss Of instability and ieck of progress. I think that a resumption of the 
Rabat-Algiers axis will improve conditions and contro! them, 


AL-HWAWADITH: It 168 observed that you generally belittle the power of Polisario. One 
should realize that this army ~ if one can call it an army ~ has been able to inflict 
defeat on the Moroccan army a number of times. 


Bouabid: | believe it is Polisario which is belittling the importance of the Moroccan 
army, not vice versa, We do not deny at 4)1 that our army is being exposed to sudden 
blows. We do not deny this at al), because we possess media, not propaganda agencies 
45 others do. 1 can assert that the situation is constantly changing in favor of our 
Moroccan army. Now it has not been in their ability to launch any sudden attack on 
us. We are imposing the time and place of the battles on them today. The battle of 
Ra's Khanfarah which occurred recently confirms what | am saying now. We insist on 
not recognizing them, because they are just a game created by specific forces and are 
not entitied to any legitimate status in our mind. We are not belittling the impor- 
tance of the Algerian army and we are not belittling the importance of anyone. |! 

hope that we will not be disappointed in ending the stage of tension between us and 
our Algerian brothers so that the Rabat-Algiers axis may resume and many of the cur- 
rent morbid conditions which the Maghreb is passing through will change. We in Moroc- 
co must plan seriously to face the year 2000. We must improve development plans, and 
modernize them so that we can strengthen ourselves and the Arab world can grow strong 
through us. Our aspirations are great, thank God, and our determination is assured. 


AL-HAWADITH: A great deal of rumors, your excellency the prime minister, is being 
spread around about political imprisonment in Morocco. How do you reconcile that 
with your adherence to democracy’ 


Bouabid: Unfortunately, some Arab and foreign media are fabricating much news de- 
void of truth. In Morocco there are clean elections, a legitimate opposition, and 

a free press; some of the press follows the government and some is in opposition, but 
the issuance of these opposition newspapers is considered legitimate in every meaning 
of the word. We are a country of responsible democratic freedoms. If freedom is not 
responsible, it will no longer be in our power to avoid disasters. The disasters may 
be embodied in a number of conditions, some of which you have unfortunately become 
acqueinted with in Lebanon and some others of which manifest themselves occasionally 
when regimes turn toward dictatorship. We are a Moslem country before al! else. We 
have @ constitutional monarchy, a democratic regime, public freedoms, and individual 
rights which are inviolate by virtue of the laws. The fact that the opposition to the 
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regime is lega! is firm proof of our democracy, For example, my basic profession is 
that of lawyer. ! would usually take charge of the defense of political defendants. 

| would like to give you two examples of the tendentious propaganda which is being 
launched against democracy in Morocco, One day a Belgian newspaper wrote 4 report on 
what it called “the torture of political prisoners in Moroccan prisons!" Then suddenly 
a letter reached us from Amnesty International organization containing a protest a- 
gainst torture and basing its claim on what the Belgian paper had published, We got 

in touch Immediately with the Amnesty organization and invited it to visit Morocco 

and inspect the prisons to ascertain that the published report was wrong, and that was 
how it turned out 2 the organization confirmed that what the Belgian paper had pub- 
lished was totally devoid of truth. 


The second example concerns a Lebanese journalist writing in a left-wing paper. I 
received the journalist in Rabat. He started talking to me about torture in prisons, 
the repression of freedoms, pressure on opposition politians, and so forth, I leaned 
toward the journalist and smiled. After he had finished presenting what he had heard 
about the violation of human rights in Morocco, | gave him an invitation to dinner. 
In the evening I took him with me in my car to the place where I had been invited, 
Here he was surprised to see that the premier of Morocco had invited him and taken 
him to the home of a famous member of the opposition in the town of Fez, who received 
me at the dinner table in his home, The newsman was surprised to see me in the home 
of this famous opposition politician, and confirmed to himself that what he had heard 


abroad did not conform to reality at all So he changed his opinion, Here | would 
like to repeat that we have media, not propaganda instruments. Our democracy is led 
by a conscious, intelligent man. His Majesty King Hassan the Second, 


AL-HAWADI TH: What have you done to improve the social situation in Morocco? 


Bouabid: We have agreed to raise wages and have agreed to aid to farmers in a very 
carefully studie® fashion. We have also agreed to a one-third reduction in rents 

for persons who do not earn a minimum wage. At the start of the new year, wages will 
rise again and we will start applying the new 5-year plan, which we hope we will be 
able to apply successfully. I do not know if you noticed, or if the propaganda a- 
gencies hostile to Morocco prevented you from learning, that no strikes have occurred 
for some time. The opposition is becoming more and more in agreement with King Hassan 
the Second than at any time in the past, of its own full freedom and choice. The se- 
curity of the nation, to us, 1s considered sacred, 


AL-HAWADITH: Let us return briefly to foreign policy. What effect do you imagine 
Reagan's advent to power will have on the Middle East crisis? 








Bouabid: Let us be realistic. We Arabs can determine the positions others take re- 
garding us. If we are /positive/ with ourselves, the positions of others, whoever 

they may be, will be positive toward us. If we continue to fight among ourselves 

and not be serious, | believe that the position of Reagan, or others besides Reagan 
toward us will be negative. I have heard with my own ears, here in Paris, a tele- 
vision commentator saying that the Arabs meet only to differ. Disputes only add to 

our weakness. International relations are affected by weakness as they are by strength. 
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AL-HAWADITH: Some people are betting to a great extent that the government in Isreal 
will cnange as a result of the coming elections, that is, that it is possible that 
the Labor Party will come to power. Are you betting along with these people? 


Bouabid: Thanks be to God, | do not know any Isrealis. however, I would like to say 
that an Isreali remains an Isreal! whatever his tendencies might be. Don't think 
that the advent of the Labor Party will change anything just because that party 1s a 
member of international socialism, In the past, when the Socialists came to power 

in France under Guy Mollet, some people thought they would adopt a positive stand 

on the Algerian question, and their policy turned out to be worse than that of oth- 
ers. The political identity of the party which comes to power in Isreal will not 
change anything. Only our Arab power will change the policy of Isreal. If we are 
strong, we will force Isreal to withdraw. If we remain as we are, divided and frag- 
mented, it would be better for us not to dream much or hope much of changing the post- 
tions of others toward us. 


11887 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PAPER REVIEWS SOVLET=BACKED PROJECTS IN PDRY 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 7 Nov 80 p 4 


[Article by ‘Umar Bawazir: "The Soviet Projects in Democratic Yemen an Embodiment 
of the Bonds of Friendship and Cooperation Between the Two Countries") 


[ ext] Our country has had relations of economic and technical cooperation with 
the friendly Soviet Union since February 1969. That cooperation has exerc ised 

a major impact on the course of revolutionary changes which were launched in our 
country, particularly after the movement of 22 June, 1969. That cooperation, of 
course, has increased and grown deeper day after day thanks to the clear-cut policy 
adopted by the friendly Soviet (nition vis-a-vis the forces of progress, democracy, 
national independence and international solidarity. 


The cooperation between our country and the Soviet Union covers a wide range of 
economic and social areas. Many projects have been carried out in the country with 
Soviet assistance, 


The signing of the first agreement for economic and technical cooperation between 
our country and the Soviet Union in February 1969 was the harbinger of the generous 
aid whose manifestations are guite evident today in our land. That agreement in- 
cluded the grant of a loan, the establishment of agricultural projects, the build- 
ing of a 110-kilowatt shortwave radio transmitter as well as a provision to conduct 
studies designed to develop the PDRY's fish resources. All those projects have been 
completed. 


With the growth of the relations between the two countries, and as a result of the 
clarity of the political line toed by our country, the cooperation between our 
country and the Soviet Union expanded and several more agreements and protocols 
were signed as a result. By September 1980, 15 such agreements have been signed. 
They cover several projects in various sectors of the national economy. 


In the agricultural sector, major and secondary canals have been built, new lands 
have been reclaimed and utilized, a .entral workshop has been built and studies 
have been conducted in the Hadramut salley. In the period from the signing of the 
first agreement to the end of 1979, several agricultural projects have been im- 
plemented. They include the construction of 8 diversionary dams in Wadi Tibn, 
Al-Rabwah and (Ahur), the establishment of three stations for agricultural equipment 
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rentals in (ladir, Abur) and Nieab, conducting @ preparatory study to an area of 900 
aquare ae in the Wadramut valley, the conetruction of 20 wooden houses for experts 
in (St'un, sinking @ore than 60 welle and the establiohment of about 7 state ferme 
of more than 300 hectare each in Which mechanized farming of grain, cotton and 
watermelon wae ueed for the firet tim, 


In addition, several major and secondary canale and dame have been built, large 
tracts of land have been surveyed and prepared and irrigation and road factlities 


have been established to service the 7 estate farma. 


About 70 percent of the comprehensive etudy of the Hadramut valley has been com- 
pleted. Compietton of field work le expected by the end of 1980, Meanwhile, 
work on the conetruction of the central workshop has been going on since wid~-1960, 


Some of the agreements provided for the establiehment of a fish canning plant ‘a 
(Al~Mikiam/) Hadramut. That plant was inaugurated in November of last year. It 
produces 15 million cane of fish annually. In the amended second 5-year plan, the 
Soviet comrades added 4 proviston for the addition of « new production line in the 
plant to produce sarfines. 


Por some time now, work has been briskiy going on the build «a fishing port in Aden 
and carry out 4 number of subsidiary projects. Om the other hand, two laboratories 
to conduct fleh studies andthe completion of a study of shallow-water and deep-water 
fieh will be undertaken during the second amended 5-year plan. 


In the fleld of industry, the agreement with the Soviet comrades, included the 
conetruction of a cement factory. A especial study on this project will be carried 
out during the second S-year plan. In the area of electricity, an electrothermal 
station is being built in Al-Heewah together with two desalination units. The 
capacity of the electrothermal etetion will be 125 megawatts. The first stage will 
be the building of two wits, each with a power of 50 megawatts. 


The protocols signed with the Soviet Union with regard to prospecting for o1l and 
minerals inciuded the establishment of projects to undertake geophysical surveys 
and oll prospecting and drilling operations. There will also be projects to 
prospect for such metals as gold, precious stones, lime stone, iron ore and marble. 
A Soviet of] prospecting team has been working in the country since 1975. 


Studtes are being conducted prior to the establishment of « stone-cutting plant and 
a factory for prefabricated houses under the agreements between the two countries. 
The Higher School for Scientific Socialiem rises proudly in (Khur Mukasear)--a sya- 
bol of the deep-seated friendship between the two countries. 


The friendly Soviet Union will establish « communications network (internal tele- 
phone system, telex, telegra., TV tranemiesion). The project, however, is being 
studied. Work ts already going on co renovate, improve and electrify the Aden 
international airport. A study is also being conducted to determine the quest ion 
of building docks in the port of Aden. 











in the health area, the Soviet comrades will complete the construction of the 
Shaykh ‘Uthwan hoepital and help in building the projected colleges of education 
and economy. The two colleges will be completed during the second adjusted 5-year 
plan. 


In the area of cade exchange between the two countries, the first pertinent pro- 
tocol wae elgned in June 1978 and te renewable on an annual basis, It defines the 
kinds of commodities to be exchanged between the two countries. In 1979, the 
volume of trade between the two countries developed and ia now expected to increase 
wubstantially during the second adjusted 5-year plan. 


The Soviet comrades wil! build a central depot for spare parte in Aden (according 
to the most modern specifications and syetem) during the second 5-year plan. 


io follow up all these projects, a joint economic committee was set up in May 1980, 
Since ite inception, the committee held one meeting in Moscow. The committee plays 
a major role in dealing with the difficulties which face the implementation of the 
projects and in proposing ways to overcome any problem that impedes the fulfillment 
of any project. The committee aleo drave up proposals aimed at expanding the vietas 
of economic and technical cooperation between the two countries. The committce is 
supposed Co meet once a year in Moscow and Aden alternately. It can hold a second 
meeting if need be, 


The firet protocol! for cultural and artistic cooperation between the two countries 
was signed in 1969. <A second protocol was signed in 1980, These protocols aim at 
preparing Yemeni cadres in Soviet universities and higher institutes. Under the 
executive program for cultural and sctentific cooperation for 1979-80, the Soviet 
\nton agreed to provide the PDRY with 263 university grants, 10 higher educat ion 
grants, inetructore for the university of Aden end experte in the various fields 
of culture and the arts. 


The number of students sent to the Soviet Union for education and specialization 
in various fields in the school years (between) 1969-70 and 1979-80 has reached 
about 1,408 male and female students. Many of them have already graduated, others 
are in the final stages of their education. During the years to come, in the next 
plan, the number of students sent to the Soviet Union is expected to be around 
1,000 students. 


No doubt, the development of economic and technical cooperation between the two 
countries will register « significant growth in the years to come. The treaty 

of friendship and cooperation between Aden and Moscow represents a practical step 
in the way of further developing the ties of close friendship between the two 
friendly countries. 


Our review of the various aspects of economic and technical cooperation and the 
assistance given by the friendly Soviet Union to our country means in the first 
place, as we celebrate the 63rd anniversary of the great October revolution, that 
Lenin's country is completely biased in its relations with and support of the forces 
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of progress, democracy and national independence in the developing countries, 
This has been the mainetay of the Soviet Union's foreign policy since the triumph 
of the October 1917 revolution, 


May the relations of cooperation and {riendship between the two friendly countries 
and peoples thrive and develop in the interest of the continued progress and de~- 
velopment of the PDRY and the Soviet mion, 


9254 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMIN 


JOINT DECLARATION ON VIETWAMESE GENERAL'S VISIT 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 15 Nov 80 p 4 


[Joint Statement Lleaued by the PDORY and the Soctaliet Republic of Vietnam Upon 

the Completion of an Official Vieit to the PDRY by Comrade General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
Member of the Politburo of the Vietnamese Communtet Party and Vice Premier of the 
Soctaliat Republic of Vietnam) 


[Text] At the invitation of the Central Gommittee of the Yemeni Socialiat Party 
and the Government of the PORY, « delegation representing the Vietnamese Commun iat 
Party and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, under the leadership 
of comrade Gen Vo Nguyen Clap, paid an official friendly visit .o the PORY from 10 
to 12 November, 1980, 


The delegation was received with great hospitality ae an expression of the friend- 
ship in etruggle which binds the peoples of the PDRY and the Soctaliet Republic of 
Vietnan. 


Comrade Giap visited the memorial of the revolutionary martyrs, where he placed 
a wreath, and toured « number of economic establishments and historical and cultural 
inetitutionse and sites. 


During the vieit, he aleo met with comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, secretary general 
of the Yemeni Soctaliet Party, chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme People's 
Council and the prime minister, and hold friendly talke with him. During the 
talks, the prominent visitor conveyed the greetings of the leaders of the Viet~ 
namese CP and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and their wishes of success to the 
PORY in ite efforte to build « new society. 


Talke were aleo held between the Yemeni and Vietnamese sides, The PORY team was 
headed by comrade ‘Abd al-Chani ‘Abd al-Qedir, sember of the Politburo of the Yemni 
Socialiet Party and secretary of the Central Committee. The Vietnamese side was 
headed by comrade Gen Giap, sember of the Politburo of the Vietnamese CP and vice 
premier. The talke were held in an atmosphere of friendship and understanding. 
They were joined from the Yemeni side by brethern: 


1) Haeean Ahmad al-Salami, member of the Central Committee and sinister of educa- 
tion. 
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/) Malmud Najeashi, member of the Central Gommittee and deputy secretary of the 
Committee, 


}) Vara) ton Ghania, winieter of planning. 
4) Sha'fal ‘Umar ‘All, deputy foreign ainiater, 
5) ‘Awad Bamutarraf, deputy @inieter of public health, 


6) ‘Abdullah ‘Abbudah Humam, director of the Asia and Auetralia department in the 
Yoreign Mintetry. 


7) Wajib Hieem, head of the department of Asia, Africa and Latin America in the 
party's foreign relations bureau. 


From the Vietnamese side, the talke were joined by the following comrades: 
1) Van (hen), 

2) Hoang (Bak Sun), deputy foreign sinister. 

3) Hoang (Suan Thul), deputy miniteter of higher and secondary education. 
4) Professor Hoang (Thin Gao), deputy sinister of health. 

5) (Le Koang Ky), ambassador of the Vietnamese Socialist Republic. 


6) (huoy Hoang Puk), acting director of Weet Asia department in the foreign 
minietry. 


The two sides conducted detailed and friendly discussions about continuing the 
development and strengthening of the relations of friendship and cooperation be- 
tween them. They aleo reviewed the situation in the Middle East, Indochina, and 
Southeast Asia and the current international problems which are of common interest. 


The two sides expressed their satisfaction of the steady development in the rela- 
tions between them in the interest of the two friendly peoples and countries. The 
Vietnamese side expressed ite deep appreciation of the PDRY's positions in support 
of the struggle of the Vietnamese people. 


The two sides exchanged views about the relations of cooperation between the Yemeni 
Soctaliet Party and the Vietnamese CP and emphasized the need to continue st rength- 
ening these relations. 


The Vietnamese side welcomed the glorious victories and major achievements of the 
PORY's people in their struggle against imperialiem and reaction for the sake of 
national independence and progressive social construction. 











The birth of the PORY, the firet revolutionary etate in the Arabian penineula, te 
an important factor for the maintenance of peace, nattiona! independence and soctal 
progress in that region, The eatabliahment of the Yemeni Sociallet Party, the van- 
guard of the Yemen! working classe, hee an important significance in the political 
life of the PORY people and represents a new step toward the development of revolu- 
tion in the PORY, The victory of the Yemeni revolution ta « major contribution to 
the etruggle of the peoples which are fighting tmpertaliom ae well ae to the modern 
age's trend toward independence, social progress and soctalian., 


The Vietnamese side warmly welcomed the success of the extraordinary congress of 
the Yemen! Soctaliet Party and affirmed the feelings of solidarity and the support 
of the Vietnamese CY and the government and people of Vietnam for the people of the 
PORY under the leadership of the Yemeni Socialist Party, led by comrade ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad, for the sake of achieving the national democratic soctaliat revolution, 


The Vietnamese wide also supports the endeavors made by the PURY for the sake of 
bringing about the reunification of Yemen on democratic and progressive basen and 
folling impertalieat maneuvers designed to subvert the Yemeni revolution and ob- 
atruct the realization of the Yemeni people's aspirations for unity and social 
progress. 


The Yemeni side warmiy hailed the successes achieved by the Vietnamese people in 
the course of building the country, defending the gains of the revolution which 
they hwve made, protecting their ow independence and sovereignty and thwarting all 
the schemes and aggresstone carried out by tmperialiem end international react ion, 
The Yemen! Soctaliat Party and the government and people of democratic Yemen ex- 
pressed their solidarity in etruggle and firm support of the Vietnamese people, 
under the leadership of the Vietnamese CP and ite secretary general (le Zuan), in 
their endeavor to build soctaliem and defend the country. 


In reviewing the international acene, the two sides emphasized their support of the 
struggle for the sake of detente, ending the arme race and consolidating the se- 
curity and etability of peoples. They firmly supported the continuation of detente 
ao that it may cover the whole world, 


The two sides emphasize the need to strengthen the alliance between the countries 
of the soctaliat syetem, led by the Soviet Union, and the national Liberation move- 
ments in the joint struggle for peace, national independence and social progress. 


The two sides condemned the fervent impertalist and reactionary attempts to create 
new areas of tension in various parte of the world so as to revive the cold war, 
The two sides also welcomed and supported the initiative taken by the Soviet Union 
and other soctaliet countries to strengthen detente and bolster international peace 
and security. 


The two sides stressed the importance of solidarity among the Arab peoples and 
countries in order to etruggle against impertaliem, Zioniem and reaction, abort the 
capittulattoniat position represented by the treasonous Camp David accords, achieve 
just and real peace in the Middle Hast, bring about the full withdrawal of Israel 
from the occupted Arab territories and secure the firm national rights of the 
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Palestinian Arab people, under the leaderehip of tte legitimate representative 
the PIA, Including the right to eelfedeteruinatton and the eatabliahment of an 
independent estate, 


The Vietnamese wide reatfirmed the etand of the Vietnamese CY and the government 
and people of the Goctallat Mepublic of Vietnam in flemly support ing the etruggle 
of the Paleatinian people and the Arab peoyles, primarily the countries of the 
steadfastness front which are playing an important role in that etruggle, The 
Vietnamese aide le fully confident that the just cause of the Palestinian people 
and the Arab peoples will triumph regardless of the plots and challenges facing 
them, 


The two aides expressed (heir eupport of the etruggle which te being waged by the 
labanese people and condemed the Imperialiet, Zioniet and reactionary plots which 
aim at partitioning Lebanon, 


When reviewing the eituation in the Arabian Gulf and the Indlan Ocean, the two 
sides atrongly denounced the allitary buildup and the feverish movements of the 
American forces in that area, declaring them to be a threat to the security and 
stabllity of the peoples there, They supported the call for turning the Indian 
Ocean into a peaceful zone devoid of tmpertaliat military presence and bases which 
threaten the security of that area, 


The two sides strongly denounce the establishment of American military bases tn 
yypt, Somalia and Oman and consider these bases to be a threat to the sovereignty 
and independence of the region's peoples and international security and peace, 


The two sides regretted the continuation of the war between Iraq and Iran, saying 
that it benefite only the tmpertaliat and reactionary forces, They appeal to the 
two countries to put an end to the fighting and bloodshed between them and to try 
to solve their differences by peaceful means and in « manner that would serve the 
interest of the two peoples and the solidarity against impertalion, 


The two slides expressed their solidarity with the Ethiopian revolution and their 
support of the Ethiopian people's etrugglie for the sake of social progress and 
the establishment of peace and etability in the area, 


The two sides supported the otruggle of the Afghani people’ under the leadership 
of the People's Democratic Party led by comrade Babrak Karmal, for the sake of 
defending the April revolution, tndependence and national sovereignty. They wel- 
comed the conatructive proposals presented by the Government of the Democrat ic 
Republic of Afghanietan for the sake of reaching 4 political settlement of the 
situation tn Afyghantetan and normalizing relations with neighboring countries, 


The Yemeni side supported the conetructive initiative made by Vietnam, Laos and 
ampuchea at the meeting of the foreign ministers of the three Indochinese countries 
in Vientianne in July 1980, The proposals submitted by the three countries aim at 
developing cooperation and good neighborly relations between the states of Indochina 
and the states of Asia and laying down the foundations of peace, stability and co- 
operation in Southeast Asta in responce to the ambitions of the peoples of that area 
and the peace-loving peoples of the world which want to steer clear of imperial tet 
and reactionary pacts, 
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The two aldes firmly supported the cause of the Laotian people, under the leader~ 
whip of the People's evolutionary Party, for the sake of defending their nat tonal 
independence and boletering the country against the aggressive actions and coup 
attempts which are being carried out by reactionary elements in collusion with 
American iwpertaliom, The two sides aleo reject the resolution taken by the United 
Nations General Aseembly with regard to the holding of an international conference 
to discuss the Kampuchean question, They consider that resolution as an act of 
interference in the internal affaire of the Kampuchean people, 


The two sides warmly welcomed the great victories achieved by the African peoples 
over the past 30 yeare and affirmed their support of these peoples in their strug- 
gle against impertaliom, old colontaltem and neocolontaliam, raciem, apartheid, 
Ziontom and reactionary forces and in their endeavor to defend the national in- 
dependence and the revolutionary and progressive accomplishments of the peoples 

of Africa, Yurthermore, the two sides support the struggle of the peoples of 
Namibia under the leadership of the Organization of the Peoples of West Africa. 


9294 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


MINISTER DESCRIBES EFFORTS TO PLAN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTLON 
Aden AL~ATHAWRKL in Arabic 13 Dec 80 pp 6-7 


[Interview with Minister of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform Muhammad Sulayman 
Nasr, conducted by AL~THAWRI; date and place not given) 


[Text] On the occasion of the thirteenth anniversary of national independence, 
AL-THAWKIL conducted a comprehensive interview with Muhammad Sulayman Nasr, candidate 
member of the central committee of the Yemeni Socialist Party and Minieter of Agri- 
culture and Agrarian Reform, who explained the socio-economic relations prevalent 

in the countryside ever since independence and pointed out the stages of transforma- 
tion and development in the social and production fields which have overtaken the 
agricultural sector, especially since the 1969 corrective step. 


He also explained the objective and subjective difficulties which have hindered the 
rapid development of this sector, and the steps which have been taken to make sure 
that these difficulties are overcome and the new socio-economic relations advanced. 
AL~THAWRI here publishes the text of the interview. 


[Question| The state's goal has been oriented towards the production of consumer 
goods for the citizens, especially grains and vegetables, as well as making them 
available as a raw material for industry. How successful has the state, represented 
by the Agricultural Ministry, been in this direction, and on what level have the 
plans been drawn up, and how far have the plans actually been fulfilled and the 
goods provided for the consumer? 


|Anewer|] it is very important to learn methodology, as well as the general laws of 
economic development, and to make the best, most aware use of the knowledge of these 
economic laws in agriculture. Without these laws, there can be no steady progress, 
especially since our earlier experience has proven that a sudden leap to objectivity 
and an attempt to kindle stages can only lead to a blocked road, reflecting nega- 
tively on our economic development in the agricultural field. In fact, the results 
of such a policy are unscientific and unrealistic, and their effects still remain, 
as represented by existing bottlenecks, and the lack of some vegetables and fruits. 


This introduction is unavoidable, before entering into our lengthy discussion. 


The agricultural sector occupies an important position in our national economy, 
since a third of the population depends on agricultural production for their daily 
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living. to addition, thle production provides a major part of the citizens’ 
eomential needs and the lactortes’ and plante’ caw material requirements, Further- 
more, we get hard currency in return for exporting cash cropa like cotton and 
tobacco, However, because of difficult clireumetances and holdovera from the past, 
nuch ae @ scarcity of water and resources, a shortage of manpower, and backward 
mane of production, thie sector taces many difficulties, Perhaps if we turn to 
the tipures, the pleture will become clear, and the reader can clearly envisage our 
agricultural ettuation, 


State tarme and cooperatives cover a total area of 403,000 teddans, the state tarme 
accountiog tor 33,700 teddans, 


It te worth mentioning that about 80 percent of the total agricultural area te 
irriyated by flood waters, the remainder being irrigated by ground water, 


However, the total area suitable tor cultivation te 242,000 feddans, the state 
farme accounting for 27,175 feddane and the cooperatives 214,625 feddana. 


The total area actually planted te only 121,685 feddans, the state farms accounting 
for 14,545 feddanse and the cooperatives 107,140 feddans, Therefore, planning and 
scheduling issues are extremely important to the agricultural sector, inasmuch as 
they are the basic means of achteving the maximum possible economic and social 
return from the avallable human and material resources, The agricultural production 
planning experiment is a young one for our country, having begun in 1974-75. 
Starting from that year, continual efforts have been made to develop agricultural) 
planning in general and production planning in particular, 


iver stoce the firet production plan was drawn up in 1974-75, the goal has been 

Lo meet the citizens’ vegetable needs, and, to a certain extent, a considerable 
portion of their fruit and grain needs, In 1976-77 the plan included, in addition 
to these crops, cotton and sesame seeds, This was in addition to the specialized 
production programe for medium-staple cotton, improved sorghum, high-yteld types of 
gourds, tomatos for processing, and potatoes. Since 1977-78, the plan has also 
covered the tobacco and fodder crops, There is also a production pian for the 
state farm. spectalizing in animal producte--fresh milk, beef and poultry. 


In weneral, the production plan has not yet covered some spheres of agricultural 
production, espectally the coffee crop and the animal resource products of the 
cooperative sector. Neither does this plan cover the individual sector, 


It is worth mentioning that until 1978-79, the production plan was drawn up without 
any programs for providing the production requirements necessary for ite fulfill- 
ment=--seeds, fertilizers and insecticides, 





it was only this year (1980-81) that the plan's seed, fertilizer, insecticide and 
machinery needs were outlined, and a program drawn up to expand fruit cultivation. 


The agricultural sector's function in economic growth consists of meeting the 
increasing demand for food and reducing the import burden, since agricultural imports 
still constitute a major portion of our country's total imports. 
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Even though the agricultural sector ts presently unable to meet all the basic needs 
for toodatufte, it ie providing a considerable portion of these needs, especially 
vegetables, in addition to providing some basic local industries the agricultural 
raw materiale Chey need, 


The most important of our country's industries which rely on agricultural raw 
materiale are the textile industry, the tomato paste plant, and the cotton seed 
plant. 


Concern for Vertical Development 


[Question] Do you believe that the technology used in our country's agriculture 
is backward? If so, how do you propose to develop it? 


[Anewer) After independence, our country inherited a backward agriculture. Over 
the past 13} years, especially since the glorious 22 June corrective movement, the 
agricultural sector has witnessed tangible development, through the implementa- 
tion of a number of measures and party and revolutionary government directives, 

and by giving special attention to vertical development, which Lasical y depends 

on technology. The Agriculture and Agrarian Reform Ministry has made on-going 
etforts, through its specialized agencies, to modernize agricultural methods accord- 
ing to available resources, and has been able to achieve remarkable successes and 
accomplishments. These include: 


1. establishing a number of agricultural machine leasing stav.ions and maintenance 
workshops; 


2. expanding the use of agricultural machinery; 
3. guiding the use of both ground and surface irrigation water; 


4. introducing improved types of seeds and using insecticides and chemical 
fertilizers; 


5. showing interest in conducting applied agricultural research to solve our 
country's agricultural problems; 


6. showing concern for providing agricultural services such as agricultural 
guidance, pest combat, and crop protection; and 


7. showing concern for training and qualification, at home and abroad. 


These are the most outstanding efforts made by the ministry, which is working 
towards using technology in our country's agriculture. Without a doubt, these 
efforts are still modest in comparison to science's unbounded development of the 
agricultural operation, inasmuch as science is progressing and advancing day by day, 
and keeping up with it requires preparedness, readiness, material and manpower 
resources, and the adaptation of the good and appropriate to our country's agricul- 
tural situation. 


The Agriculture Ministry started with this important principle in fulfilling its 
plans and work programs, starting with the actual status of agriculture in our 
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country, which differs trom many other developing countries in ite climate and in 
the nature of ite soll and water resources, 


Many Steps Taken to Eliminate Difficulties 


[Question] Hasn't there been a decline in the productive skill of the agricultural 
cooperatives and state farme, and in their ability to provide consumer goods for 
the citizens’? If so, what are the underlying reasons for this decline? 


[Answer] Speaking of providing foodstuffs for the citizens leads us to pause and 
consider the degree of fulfillment of the yearly agricultural production plans 

over the past few years. Evaluations indicate that the level of fulfillment has 
been very low, differing from one year to the next. There are many factors, objec- 
tive, subjective or both, causing this decline, and the most outstanding of them 
can be summarized as follows: 


|. Previous agricultural production plans were formulated far above the ability of 
the farme and cooperatives to fulfill, and did not conform to their resources. 


2. Many years the drought factor led to deviations from the plan in many farms and 
cooperatives where high-yield crops (such as fodder) were planted on large areas. 


3. There was a shortage of administrative and technical personnel and skilled 
labor, and the personnel working on the farms and cooperatives showed weak skill 
levels. 


4. There was a shortage of spare parts for mobile and fixed agricultural machinery. 


5. Electricity was continually interrupted, especially in Abin and Lahij 
Governorates., 


6. The sale prices of agricultural produce did not keep pace with production 
costs. 


7. Agricultural inputs (necessities) such as seeds, fertilizers and insecticides 
were oftentimes unavailable at the right time during the season. 


8. The service agencies (such as agricultural guidance and crop protection) did 
not perform their duties to the state farms and cooperatives efficiently. 


These are some of the more important reasons which negatively affected the level 

of fulfillment of the agricultural production plans. However, the ministry, in 
light of the resolutions of the eighth session of the Yemeni Socialist Party's 
central committee, adopted several measures to eliminate those difficulties and 
problems which had hampered the fulfillment of the plan in past years. It is worth 
pointing out that the current agricultural production plan (1980-81) introduced 

a qualitative model, from the standpoint of preparing and formulating indices for 
the plan which basically depend on indices submitted by the farms and cooperatives 
as opposed to what was in force up until the 1979-80 plan. 


There is another factor which will always have an effect on the farms' and 
cooperatives’ ability to meet the citizens’ needs, especially in the markets of 
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Aden Governorate, and that is the Limitations of the land, It do a taet that 
veyetable production is seasonal, its produce being concentrated in winter trom the 
larme and cooperatives of the Tabbin and Abin Deltas, the markets of Aden belnog 
supplied with vegetables trom these two regions, but in the summer, their veyelable 
supplies to the markets of Aden Governorate are markedly less, because of climatic 
conditions unsuitable for the production of many types of vegetables, Therefore, 
Aden turns to the vegetable produce of medium to high elevation regions, such as 
Lawdar and Mukayras, The tarm land in these regions is limited in area and it» 
characterized by a scarcity of water, always being subject to drought. ‘Theretore, 
vegetable produce trom these reglons, even under the best circumstances, does not 
meet the consumption requirements of the markets in Aden Governorate during the 
summer, torthe reasons we mentioned above, Lt is worth pointing out that the urban 
and rural citizens’ tood habits have changed. Everyone has begun consuming vegeta- 
bles and fruits, and their purchasing power has increased, as opposed to the past, 
when the farmers and peasants rarely consumed very much of what they produced, In 
a4 very nearrow sense, this change has been reflected in their food habits and in 
the development of their standard of living; they have now become competitors or 
partners with townspeople in consuming the foodstuffs they produce, 


The Producer Is the Target of the New Pricing 


[Question] What are the positive aspects which have appeared after the decision to 
raise the prices of some agricultural products? What is this decision's effect 
on the producer and the consumer? 


[Answer| The cabinet decisions to raise the prices of several) agricultural products 
were intended to achieve a rise in the standard of living for the producers. ‘They 
will also contribute to the provision of the people's vegetable and fruit require- 
ments. The new pricing decisions were made to put an end to the bottlenecks in 

the provision of the people's food requirements; they also took into consideration 
the circumstances of our agricultural situation in light of the rise in prices for 
production requirements, these prices being governed by world markets. 


The target of the pricing is basically the producer. Some changes in pricing might 
result, especially for the consumer, but these changes will never be fundamental, 
nor will they consider the people's standard of living or the exigencies of their 
incomes. 


In light of the profound study which the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian 
Reform made and presented to the cabinet during its meeting of Tuesday 4 November 
1980, pertaining to the costs of agricultural production and the rise in prices for 
agricultural requirements and inputs which are governed by foreign markets, and 
after re-examining the pricing for agricultural producers, the cabinet drew up a 
new price list for local agricultural produce--vegetables and fruits--which were 
not mentioned in the list referred to above, for other marketing channels such as 
cooperative and individual marketing, on the basis of the political bureau's 
decision to permit the marketing of produce through all three channels [state, 
cooperative wud private]. ' 


Without a doubt this will all contribute to an established, organized solution 
for supplying the local markets with vegetables and fruits, and will give the 


116 








producers rewarding returns which will encourage them to continue to produce main, 
essential crops to meet the citizens’ needs, 


It is well-known that in past years the farms suffered from continual financial 
deficits, and that pricing was the basic factor, because it wis offset by the 
increase in prices for agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilizers and insec- 
ticides, including the price of electricity. There was no effective increase in 
produce pricing, except to a very insignificant extent, which, as a result of the 
low pricing, did not enable these farms to strengthen their financial position, 


The producers received the decision with extreme satisfaction. No doubt it will 
help their agricultural plans, because these prices are appropriate. We hope that 
there will be no deviations in plan fulfillment while the farms strive to find 
alternative crops whose yields might be greater than the crops listed in the plan, 
such as fodder, for example. 


Also, this increase will augment the agricultural workers’ income through incentives 
and bonuses. 


ihe Workforce and the Urgent Need 


[Question] IL believe that the Yemeni agricultural sector in general requires 
qualified manpower. Can you clarify the scope of the need? What are your plans 
to meet the shortage? Are there any training and qualification programs? 


[Answer] Yes, we need skilled manpower in the agricultural field. In the second 
five-year plan drawn up for 1980-85, there is a plan for qualifying and training 
manpower, providing for various types of training at home and abroad. 


On the domestic level, there are institutes subordinate to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, including the Ja'ar Training and Agricultural 
Guidance center, found in June 1970; the Dar Sa'd Cooperative Institute, founded 
in November 1972; the Irrigation Engineering Training Institute, founded on 16 
October 1976; the Combined Animal Resource School, founded in April 1972; and the 
National Poultry School, founded in April 1977. 


On the overseas level, agricultural cadres have received university grants and 
training courses and have been sent overseas in past years, from 1974-75 until 
1979-80. In addition, there are higher study grants for post-graduate study, 
regulated by a FAO-financed project work plan, for acquiring a master's degree in 
various agricultural branches. 
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PROVLE'S DEMOCKATIC REPUBLIC OF YO4EN 


BKLENS 


DITHOUTL MINISTER VI8ITS«<The interior miniater of the fraternal Kepublic of 
Diibout! has described his talke with officials of our country as successful, 
sayitn Yoth eldes agreed on the mattera discussed, The minister made these 
remarks to ADEN NEWS ACUNCY before hie return home this afternoon, The 
brother winteter from Djiboutt stated that he met brother A‘ali Nasir Mohaomad, 
the secretary general of the YSP Central Committee, chairman of the Presidium 
of the People's Supreme Assembly and chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
delivered to him «a letter from the president of Ujibout! and reviewed with 

him the current situation in the Indian Ocean and the Ked Sea, He mentioned 
that Brother ‘All Nasir Muhammad had extended an invitation to his Brother 
Hassan Gouled, the president of the Kepublic of Djibouti, to visit our country. 
The minioter atated that discussions were held on atrengthening fraternal 
cooperation between the ministries of the interior of the two countries, 

He invited Brother Salih Muslih Qasim, «a member of the Central Committee and 
the minister of the interior, to visit the Republic of Djibouti. [Text] 
[LVO918466 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 16% GMT 9 Jan 81 EA) 


DELPLATION Tu INDOCHINA--brother Mahaud Ahmad Najashi, member and deputy 
secretary of the Central Committee, Left Aden this evening at the head of 

4 party delegation on « visit to Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea. In 4 statement 
to the ADEN NEWS AGENCY he asaid he is carrying written messages from 

Brother ‘All Nasur Muhammad, secretary general of the Central Committee, 
chairman of the Supreme People's Council Presidium and chairman of the 
Council of Minteters, to Comrades Le Duan, secretary general of the Central 
Committee of the Vietnamese Communist Party; Kayson Phom, secretary general 
of the Lao Communtat Party, and Heng Samrin, president of the Kampuchean 
National United Front for National Salvation, WNajashi added that the delega- 
tion will hold party discussions in Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea aimed at 
developing bilateral relations and at explaining economic, political, social 
and cultural developments in Democratic Yemen and the situations in the 
Yemen! arena and the Arab region, Brother Mahmud Najashi said that the dele- 
gation will acquaint itself with party experiences of the Vietnamese CP and 
sign a party protocol between the Yemeni Socialiat Party and the Vi ‘namese CP, 
He added: Our party delegations’ visit to these friendly countries comer as 
an expression of our country's party and people's solidarity with their parties 
and peoples in their struggle against imperialist plots and their supporters, 
and for the sake of the security and atability of their countries and the 
progress of their peoples, (Text) [LD151900 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 
16%) GAT 15 Jan 61 BA) 
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PERSLAN GULF AREA 


GULF INVESTMENT BODY CONTEMPLATES JOINT INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS 
Abu Dhabi AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 8 Dec 80 p 9 


rticle: “The Gulf Organization for Industrial Counselling Discusses Establishing 
int Industrial Projects among States of Region in Muscat "Ft 


[Text] Meetings of the eighth Gulf Organization for Industrial Counselling session 
star today and will last 2 days. 


Mr ‘All Dawud, undersecretary of commerce and industry in Oman, gave a talk at the 
beginning of the meeting in which he declared that the Gulf Organization for Indus- 
trial — lama is one of the fruits of this joint activity among the countries of 
the region. 


He said that the organization had set out plans for joint industrial projects on 
carefully-studied technological foundations. 


Dr ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Rahman al -Khalaf, secretary general of the organization, also mde 

& statement in which he pointed out that the organization had made integrated studies 
of priority projects concentrated on guaranteeing the integrated development of the 
sector of the petrochemical, fron, steel and aluminum industry. 


He said that the studies which the organization prepared have described the presence 
of suitable opportunities for the establishment of joint industry projects meriting 
study, such as the aluminum rolling project, which would be established in Bahrain, 
and the plate glass and fiberglass project. 


Dr al-Khalaf pointed out that the organization's industrial information bank is in 
constant contact with international information banks. 


He said that the organization is currently preparing a study on @ project to link the 
bank up to member countries of the organization with the goal of establishing a Gulf 
information network. 


In the organization's meetings, agreement will be given to implementation of the alu- 
minum rolling project to be established in Bahrain with capital estimated at 40 mil- 
lion Bahraini dinars, and an announcement will be made of the establishment of the 
of the company during the current month, now that subscriptions have been made for 
24 million dinars of the project capital so far. 
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Mr Ahmad Bashir, assistant deputy secretary general for industrial studies in the 
organization, declared that agreement would be given during these meetings to the 
implementation of the fiberglass project, whose costs will tote) about 40 million 
and whose productive capacity will be 15,000 tons per year. 


He said that the private sector in the Gulf states would participate in this pro- 
ject, for which a site would be chosen in Kuwait or the Kingdom of Saud! Arabia. 


In addition, approval would also be made for the project to produce plate glass, 
whose costs total $160 million and whose productive capacity will tote! 100,000 
tons of float glass with high-grade specifications. 
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PERSIAN GULF AMPA 


PRESENT OLL, AND GAS RESERVES~~-Proven o1) reserves in the Arab Gulf States atood 
at 300 billion barrele in January 1980, according to a study published last weer 
by the Gulf Organisation for Industrial Consulting (O01C). GOIC, which te based 
at Doha, the capital of Qatar, aleo estimated the gas reserves of the Arab Gull 
states to be 246.2 trillion cubic feet in 1979, the official OPEC news agency 
reported, The ofl] reserves represent 69 per cent of the total reserves of OPEC 
and 47 per cent of the world's proven reserves, the study said, It noted that at 
present the Arab Gulf countries were refining 10 per cent of their of! production, 
This amount ie expected to rise steeply because of the rise in demand for oi! 
products in Arab countries, According to OAPEC's Assistant Secretary Genera! Abdul 
Aziz al-Wattari, the rate of consumption in Arab countries could equa! 50 per cent 
of their current output within 30 years, [as published) Speaking at a three- 
day meeting in Kuwait held to discuss the Arab world's energy demand and problems 
facing attempts to survey thie demand, Mr Wattari said he wae convinced that the 
problems of energy production and consumption cannot be separated from the genera! 
question of the region's development. GOIC estimated Saudi Arabia's gas reserves 
in 1979 at 95.7 trillion cubic feet, Oatar's reserves at 60 trillion cubic feet 

(a figure which has since been raised to over 200 trillion cubic feet as the 
result of assesementse of the size of Oatar's offehore North-West Dome--AN- NANAr 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO, December 6), Kuwait 33.5 trillion cubic feet, Iraq 27 trillion 
cubic feet, the UAF 20 trillion cubic feet and Bahrain 9 trillion cubic feet, 
These reserves constituted 24.9 per cent of the gae reserves of OPEC states and 
9.6 per cent of world reserves, the etudy said. OGOIC added that six gas lique 
faction plants now operating in the Gulf were producing 3,850 @illion cuble feet 
of liquefied gas a day. Thies did not include the newly commissioned gas plant in 
Qatar. Three of the gas liquefaction plants are in Saudi Arabia, two are in 
Kuwait and one is in the UAE. The study said that the number of plants was 
expected to rise to 16 by 1982, (Text) [Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MID in 
English 22 Dec 80 p 7) 
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QATAR 


NATION CALLS FOR EQUITABLE WESTERN AID, ECONOMIC POLICIES 
Dubs! AL-BAYAN in Arabic 12 Dec 80 p 6 


rticle: “Qatar Attacks Industrial 
oduction by Throwing Food in the Sea” 


/Text/ The state of Qatar has condemned the policies of protecting domestic output 
which the industrial countries are pursuing limiting the exports of the developing 
countries and preventing them from obtaining the herd currency they need to import 
agriculture! and food products. 


It expressed, through its permanent delegate to the United Nations European head- 
quarters in Geneva, Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Rahman {bn Hamad al-‘Atiyah, its condemnation of 
this policy, which {6 aimed at throwing food into the ocean or anywhere else for one 
reason, namely to preserve price levels and thus deprive the poor people from acquir- 
ing their basic food needs. 


In his statement to the meetings of the fourth session of the Counci! of Governors 
of the World Agricultura! Development Fund the night before last, the delegate said 
that eliminating the effects of poverty and malnutrition cannot be attained as tong 
as the industrial countries in the East and the West allocate the sum of $460 billion 
a year to the arms race instead of —s a limit to the poverty of the developing 
countries by allocating just 20 percent of this sum to development aid. 






tries and the Policy of Protecting Domestic 


The Geter! ambassador expressed his hope that the financial institutions, including 
the World Agricultural Development Fund, would be able to participate in the five 
international ponte which would be held next year between the less developed 
countries and countries and organizations offering aid to those countries. 


Ambassador a)-'Attyah referred to the subject of the international funds finacial 
aid in the coming 3 years, from 1980 to 1983, declaring his country's tote! support 
for the collective position of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
OPEC, which conforms to the previous resolution the finance ministers of the organ- 
ization states had adopted, in which they proclaimed their support for the principle 
of providing the fund with aid. He referred to the recommendation the head of the 
international fund presented,thet the industrial and OPEC countries should provide 
the fund with 1.5 billion in order to enable it to provide loans to the poorest 
developing countries to finance their food and agricultural projects over the next 


3 years. 
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He referred to the aid the state of Qatar has offered to developing countries in 
comparison with the industrial ones, stating Qatar had paid out 5.6 percent of its 
gross national product in aid to poor developing countries last year, 


He also referred to the important, vital initiative the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
ization offered by providing its agricultural expertise and services to some African 
countries in order to aid poor countries in improving and increasing their agricul- 
tural and food production and consequently eliminating hunger and malnutrition in 
Africa, 


Ambassador a)~-'Attyah expressed his support for the re-election of Mr, 'Abd-al- 
Muhsin al-Sidayri, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's candidate, as head of the World 
Agricultural Development Fund for the next 4 years. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


ENORMOUS LNG PLANT ~~ The British newspaper FINANCIAL TIMES stated yesterday that 
Qatar 18 conducting negotiations with a group of West German companies to construct 
a liquefied natural gas complex costing more than $4.5 billion, It added that the 
German group, which 16 headed by the Wintershal] group, has provided an economic 
feasibility study to Qater! authorities and that the negotiations currently under- 
way are concentrated on the contract and contract conditions. It pointed out that 
the production of the complex, which will use gas produced from the West Dum off- 
shore field, will come to 1,5 billion cubic feet a day and said that half the vol- 
ume would be exported to Europe and the rest to the Far East, The newspaper added 
that 1t would not be possible to start on construction of the project before the 
latter part of 1981 and that production would not start before 1986 at the earliest, 
Next] uwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 29 Nov 80 p 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PROGRESS IN CONSTRUCTION OF AL=JUBAYL INDUSTRIAL CITY REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL“RIYAD in Arabic 26 Nov 80 p 9 


[Article by Yahya Abu-Raddas: "“Al-Jubayl Industrial City After 3 Years of Construc- 
tion; Jamil al-Jashi: Land le Ready for beginning Construction of Factories; Pri- 
vate Sector Displays Demand for Building Subsidiary and Auxiliary Industries; 
350,000 People in al-Jubayl City in Year 1420 of Hegira To Be Provided With Ideal 
Basic, Health and Social Services") 


(Text) Today, His Kedeemed Majesty King Khalid ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz will inepect that 
seedling which he planted on the Gulf coast 3 years ago, Today, the pioneer of de- 
velopment will come to water and tend his plant Like any farmer who plants so that 
hie children may eat the fruit and enjoy the shade, On the 17th of the month of 
Dhi al-Qi'dah 1397 of the Hegira, hie majesty uncovered the memorial plate announc- 
ing the start of work in al-Jubayl industrial city project, Thies dream city was 
drawn on paper at the time and was reflected in reliefs which his majesty saw and 
then gave the order that it be implemented quickly. Today, the transformation that 
thie barren land has undergone is evident to the eye, The land is prepared and tem 
porary housing has spread in thie area which contains a number of citizens who work 
silently to build thie major industrial edifice that bears prosperity, utter proe- 
perity, for the sons and citizens of Khalid ibn ‘Abd-al~-'‘Aziz, 


In the near future, Khalid ibn ‘Abd-al'-Agiz will meet with his sone another time, 
God willing, to celebrate with them reaping the fruits. The picture of this pros- 
perous future te reflected in this interview which AL-RIYAD has conducted with Dr 
Jamil al-Jashi, the general director of al-Jabayl industrial city, who has discussed 
the authority's [sic] task of preparing for construction of the basic industry, Dr 
al-Jashi has said: 


| hope that the authority has been successful eo far in realizing what has to be 
prepared, in securing the needs of the basic industries and in preparing the right 
atmosphere for constructing these projects which have been planned by the state with- 
in the industrial development program. The path ahead of us is etill long and there 
is « lot to be done, All the plans are drawn up and clear. With the instructions 

of the officials, we hope to more forward with our message according to what is 
planned, 


Fourteen Billion Riyals for Authority's Projects 


The authority has several considerations (options) before it, including: 
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Firat, implementing whatever le necessary to prepare the right atmoaphere tor baste 
industries built, managed and operated in the required manner, 


fecond, build only the tnatallations needed, 


Proceeding of the bante of these two considerations, the authority programa ite 
projects within the Cramework of a long-range plan which it reconaiders whenever 
necesweary, depending on whatever develops insofar as the industrial programe and 
the needs of the city's population are concerned, There is a long-range plan, a 
S-year plan and 4 one-year plan, Within the year, there io more than one plan, de- 
pending on the project's requirements of what may be called a certain phase, tow- 
ever, there in (basically) the long-range plan which ts renewed [presumably mean- 
ing reexamined) every 5 years, every year and during the year, 


Dr al-Jashi goes on in explaining the tasks of the Royal Authority for the Prepara- 
tion of the Industrial Zones, saying: 


The authority's duties of creating the right atmosphere include preparing and ready- 
ing the land and providing all the services, such ae water, electricity and tele- 
phone services, preparing the port inetallations, providing housing for the workers 
during the period of construction and preparing or having the company concerned pre- 
pare the housing for the operation and maintenance workers, The duties also call 
for providing all the services needed by the workers, including athletic and other 
facilities, This is the atmosphere that the company is required to create so that 
when a company comes it will find all ite requirements ase it finds them in any ad- 
vanced country. When a factory ite set up, such a factory can find all services 
available to it, The authority's responsibility is to provide the services and in- 
stallations so that a company may build and focus on industrial works only, 


The authority has made a long astride, According to the statistics, the company has 
concluded contracts for sums totalling 14 billion riyals and has spent between 6 and 
/ billion riyalse, all of which are embodied in public (service networks), such as 
power, water, sewerage or telephone networks, There are also the sea water desali- 
nation network [plant], the road network and the housing buildings for workers and 
administrators which are still under construction, The authority has either pro- 
vided or is about to provide all the needed requirements through contracts that are 
under implementation so that when a company comes, it will find all it needs at its 
disposal, 


Temporary and Permanent Labor 


As to the method of operation and maintenance and to securing the labor qualified 
for construction and operation work, the director general of al-Jubayl project says: 


We must differentiate here between two things. There is the temporary labor, name- 
ly the labor tied to the construction process, and there is the permanent labor 
which will be in charge of operating the factories and the installations. The 
authority focuses its efforts on creating the permanent Saudi labor needed to 
operate the factories and the infrastructures, SABIC [Saudi Arabian Basic Indus- 
tries Company) and Petromin [Public Petroleum and Minerals Organization] also fol- 
low the same philosophy. SABIC's efforts in employing young Saudi capabilities, 
comprised of engineers and high school and junior high school students, and in 
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sending them abroad for tratninyg courses are well known, The authority also proe 
videw training for lower levela, We have actually wet up a training center which 

in omall now but whieh will expand in phases, We will benefit from our experiences 
with the exlating center tn preparing tor operating a bigger center which ta cure 
rently under construction and which will absorb nearly 1,000 trainees, This center 
will be supplied with housing and equipped with workshope and with all that @ traine 
ing needs, These trainees will be selected from all parte of the kingdom, The cen- 
ter will also accept tratneen, regardless of how low their level of education ta, 

no that we may teach others, may raise the Saudi citizen's atandard and may provide 
him with the opportunity to work either in the [government] agencies or in operating 
the inatallations, The authority's effort in this regard supports SABLC's and 
Petromin's efforte which are focused on developing skilled Saudi worker, 


Experiments of Industrial Citlea in Kingdom 


Kegarding the industrial cities that will be built in al-Jubayl and Yanbu’, Dr al- 
Jashi has sald: 


The Koyal Authority's project in al-Jubayl is not a complete project yet, Al-Jubayl 
industrial city and Yanbu’ industrial city are two cities whose construction was 
planned in the budget of the second development plan, The construction of these 

two cities will take 15 to 20 years, perhaps more, because the plans drawn up by 

the authority for these two cities go as far ahead as 50 years to come, The cities 
cannot, ae | have already said, be considered complete because they are still at the 
beginning and we have a long road ahead of us before they assume the form planned 
for them, but despite the amall part that has been built--an incomplete part that 
doesn't reflect the picture that the cities are supposed to assume--these cities 
have had an effect on the neighboring citles, This effect is the result of the 
interest of Hie Excellency Hisham al-Nazir, the minister of planning and the author- 
ity chairman, in many of the developments through which an industrial city passes, 
He tries to reflect the experiences of this city on the other cities, Consequently, 
we find that as a result of these experiences, there has been improvement in the 
services and projects built in the other cities, On the other hand, we find that 
when the offteiale [of other cities] visit and come in contact with the industrial 
city, they develop an awareness that encourages them to improve the standard of 
service [in their cities| to the level existing in the industrial city, Moreover, 
people are aware and they always aspire for an excellent standard of service, |! 
belleve that all these factora have had an effect on the cities surrounding al-Jubay! 
and Yanbu’, All this comes within the framework of the development planned by the 
state and emanates from the government's desire to provide the same standard of the 
best service possible to all the cittes, Al-Jubayl is creating nothing new in this 
regard, All it ta doing is to help crystallize some things and to make possible the 
goals that the state has planned for the cities, Progress is capable of developing 
the cities in time. All this comes under the inetructions of the higher authorities 
and with the care of Hie Majeaty King Khalid and of his highness the crown prince, 





Completion of Preparation works 
Continuing his talk about the factories, Dr al-Jashi said: 


Ae part of the plan from which al-Jubayl industrial city project emanated, the 
second plan has included specific projects which SABIC is examining to determine 
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their economie teastbility and, consequently, to implement. SABIC has eo far con- 
cluded five contracts with international firme for five projects which will be 
bullt in aleJubayl industrial clty now that SABIC has ascertained thelr economic 
feawibility and that it has completed all the projections, The five projects are 
in the stage of lmplementation at prevent, meaning that (field work has started 

in one project) whereas the other five [sic] projects are in an advanced stage of 
preparation, Come next year, work will have started in most of these projects, 


On the relationship between SABIC and the Royal Authority, Dr al-Jashi said: 


It [SABIC) is not another side but an addition to the Royal Authority in the (form) 
of an independent body, Like any industrialist [aice}, SABIC and Petromin are inde- 
pendent organizations which have their spheres, their boards of directors, their 
special connections and their contacts with the state, The difference between them 
and the other ‘actorles iso that they are big companies and establishments owned by 
the state at present so that they may embark on certain [industrial] sectors, The 
state views SABIC and Petromin as independent organizations that work on tne in- 
structions of their boards of directors, The authority cooperates with them in 
implementation and determines the sites, studies and work seasions [sic], fixing 
the location for each factory. We aleo meet their needs, 


Al-Jashi has turther added; We do not try to create the factories, but our visual- 
ization, as the management of the area and of the industrial city, means preparing 
for the Petromin and SABIC plants, One man may come and another may go but all re- 
miins within the Limits of the plants determined fundamentally, namely the basic 
industries, There is also another kind of plants or industries, namely the subsi- 
diary industries, The authority, in coordination with the Ministry of Industry, has 
designated a special zone for the subsidiary industries, These industries consist 
of projects which the private sector can build in cooperation with SABIC and Petro- 
min. A large number of subsidiary plants relying on the products turned out by the 
basic industries have been set up. You can say that the basic factories are Limited 
in number, Therefore, the subsidiary industries will have a broa¢ opportunity. We 
expect a broad opportunity to develop when the basic industries are set up and we 
expect more subsidiary industries and auxiliary industries to be established. Some 
of these industries have already begun, such as cement, food and piping industries. 
The programs of these industries are proceeding well. Large numbers of applications 
for land have been submitted and plots of land have already been given to a number 
of plants. Some of these plants are under construction while others ere already 
operating. As for the basic industries which will be set up by SABIC according to 
its schedule, the first plant will begin production at the beginning of 1983, or 
1403 of the Hegira, 


The number of plants planned to be constructed so far is 17 plants. I believe that 
the first plant to begin production will be the fertilizer plant, 


(he plants for which final agreements have been concluded are the following five 
plants: 


1. The Saudi Iron and Steel Company (Hadid), 
2. The Saudi Petrochemicals Company. 

3. The Saudi (Methanol) Company, 

4. Al-Jubayl Petrochemicals Company, 

5. Al-Jubayl Fertilizer Company (Samad), 
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Ae tor the subsidiary industries, the number of plants planned so far ia aix 
planta, 


Ae tor the auxiliary tndustries, the number of plants planned so far ia 89 plants, 


The plants for which the sites have been chosen and whose construction has been 
approved are 38 planta, 


The number of plants that have started operating so far ie eight plante,. 


With the onset of 1420 of the Hegira, it ie expected that there will be 74,000 
workers engaged in the various production activities in al-Jubayl industrial city 
and it is hoped that at least 61 percent of this number will be Saudi workers, 


The number of Saudi residents amounts at present to 639 residents amounting to 
five percent of the population, 


The number of foreign residents is 12,924 residents constituting 95 percent of the 
population, 


With che onset of 1420 of the Hegira, it is expected that the residential area of 
al-Jubayl tndustrial city will accommodate more than 350,000 people of whom 274,000 
will be Saudis and 76,000 will be foreigners. 


Advanced Medical Services 


The medical services offered by the industrial city to its workers include advanced 
medical services, The first of nine hospitals, with a total capacity of 1,700 beds, 
has been built and put into operation. The Royal Authority has planned these hospi- 
tals so that they may become among the most important mainstays for the construction 
and development of al-Jubayl industrial city. 


Al-Huwaylat Hospital (presumably the finished hospital] consists of three floors, 
contains 100 beds and includes the following services and sections: 


1. Special care, 

2. Surgery. 

3, Obstetrics, 

4, Dental clinic, 

5. Preventive medicine, 
6. Emergency. 

7. Outpatient clinics, 
8. Radiology. 

9. A dispensary. 

10, A laboratory. 

ll. A restaurant. 

12. A number of auxiliary sections, 


The hospital also has a closed circuit television network to tranemit surgery and 
child delivery operations to the educational programe hall which can accommodate 
57 persons, This network can be linked to external television channels in the fu- 
ture for the purpose of transmitting programs to educational circles in the kingdom. 











The medical and technical crew operating the hospital is comprised of: 

forty one general practitioners and specialiata, 

A total of 135 male and female nurses, 

Forty seven technicians and equipment operators, 

This ie in addition to the workers needed for maintenance and auxiliary services, 


The hospital ite managed by a specialized national firm in accordance with a contract 
concluded with the authority. 


8494 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


WORK OF ELECTRONIC COMPUTER CENTER DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 3 Dec 80 p 5 


[Article by Muhammad al-Qahtani: "National Electronic Computer; Electronic Com 
puter Center in Management Institute Contributes to Spreading [ts Use in Kingdom 
by Training Saudi Capabilities; Electronic Computer Diploma Awarded by Institute 
Ie Acknowledged Internationally; Course Program To Be Presented as Saudi Working 
Paper to Arab Electronic Computer Seminar in Sudan; Saudi Information and Data 
Bank Available to Researchers at Inetitute"] 


[Text] Perhaps we have written a lot about the electronic computer and that others 
have also written about ite multiple uses and numerous applications in many spheres 
of work. We have also discussed the inclination of the government sectors to use 
the electronic computer in their works and about the computer's big contributions 
to speeding up the development process, in addition to being a vast center for 
storing the documentary information needed for the development operations. This 
growth in the use of the computer in the government agencies hae required training 
specialized national capabilities to run and operate the computer. This is why the 
Public Management Inetitute has set up the Electronic Computer Center to carry out 
thie training task. 


The institute holds courses after which the graduate is awarded a diploma in com- 
puter programming and operation, AL=-RIYAD has interviewed Dr Abu-Bakr Mustafa 
Muhammad Khayr, the director of the institute's Electronic Computer center, who 
has discussed the purpose of setting up the center, the center's training programs 
and the advisory services it offers the various government agencies. Dr Abu-Bakr 
has said: 


There is no doubt that electronic computers play a big and effective role in to- 
day's world. This effective role is not confined to the advanced countries alone 
but has also become available to all countries. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is undergoing economic, social and industrial develop- 
ment and modern technological equipment (such as the electronic computer) have a 
lot to do with this growth and development. This is why we find that a large num 
ber of electronic computers have found their way to the public governmental sector 
establishments and to the private sector. This proliferation requires the exertion 
of big efforts in the sphere of training and of preparing the Saudi cadres needed 
in the field of electronic computers (data feeding technicians, operation techni- 
cians, programmers, system analysts and center directors). 
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At the same time, there te a big quantitative and qualitative shortage of Saud! 
youthe capable of operating theee comutere, The foreign expertiae avatlable at 
present will be there for a certain pertod only, Consequently, and out of con 
sideration for the shortage of the qualified cadres available in thie ephere, the 
Public Management Inatitute hase«through setting up the BRlectronte Computer Center 
and ite other training departmente--implemented complete electronic computer pro- 
gtame, including the conducting of @ course on electronic computers that accept’ 
high scnool graduates and people with equal education, 


Complete Training Vlan 

by setting up the center, the inatitute has sought to: 

Provide training in the sphere «1 computers, 

Offer spectallzed services in tie ephere of computers, 

Set up 4 model center for electronic computere in the kingdom, 

Upon ite estabs ‘ahment, the center relled on the following bases: 

1. Working to draw up 4 complete plan for training and preparing human capabilities 
in the aphere of electronic computers (programming, analysis, center planning and 
mnagement and so forth) through cooperation with the other departments concerned, 
2. Offering computer services to the inetitute's various departments and branches 


and to the government agencies and mintatries in the sphere of systems programming 
and analysia, of feasibility studies and eo forth. 





i, Offering advice and consultation in the sphere of electronic computers to the 
institute's various departments and to the government authorities and agencies, 


4, Setting up an information network to Link the Public Management Iinetitute with 
ite branches (Jiddah, al-Dammam and others) and with other organizations inside and 
outside the kingdom (dirert contact or contact through cooperation with other cir- 
cles) whenever such links are necessary, 


5. Coordinating and cooperating with similar organizations, both inside and outside 
the kingdom, 


6, Spreading computer awareness through coordination and through drawing up 4 plan 

in cooperation with the other departments of the inatitute and with other government 
agencies. This can be realized through convening conferences, seminars and similar 

activities, 


Advanced Programs 


The Electronic Computer Centers, in cooperation with the institute's department 
(the Preparatory Programs Department, the Training Programs Department and the Spe- 
clal Programs Department) carries out a number of electronic computer training and 
preparation programs, In addition to employing the help of qualified professors 
and inatructore in these programs, the center aleo prepares and designe the pro— 
grams to be compatible with the requirements of the executive departments, the 
trainees and the benefictary circles, Moreover, the center prepares the actual 
materiale for training. 
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ln the Admintatrative Programs Department, the firat 2-year computer course te 
given, Upon completion of the course, the student ia given a diploma and is quali- 
fied to work 48 @ computer programmer, To design thia course, detailed studies were 
carried out and the systems of diploma courses in a number of Arab countries, as 
well as US and Kuropean courses, were taken into consideration, The course for a 
diploma in electronic computers includes an intensive course in English, a course 
in dealing with computer data, in programming languages (Bisk, Gobol, Fortran’), 
in the applications of programming Languages, in systems analyaia and in managing 
data system, in addition to other auxiliary courses, such ae mathematica, atatia- 
tics, principles of accounting and an introduction to management. In the last part 
of the course, every student carries out 4 complete project, In actual life and 
during the summer vacation between the first and second years, the student gets the 
opportunity for more practical experience and for on-the-spot visita, both at home 
and abroad, The conditions tor enrollment in the program require the student to 
be a high school graduate or to have an equivalent education, to meet the require- 
ments for appointment in the government jobs stipulated in the civil service law 
and to pase the inetitute examination for acceptance in this course (a teat in logic 
and an interview), 


As we have already pointed out, those who pass the course successfully are awarded 
the electronic computers diploma, This ts a credential acknowledged by the Civil 
Service Commission and qualifies ite holder to be appointed in grade 5. The dis- 
Ciplines taught during this course have been acknowledged by a number of US univer- 
sities and are taken into consideration when the diploma holder enrolls in these 
universities, 


it is worth noting that the firet batch will be graduated from this center in the 
next few months. This batch is comprised of 18 students. As for the second batch, 
it will be comprised of 40 students, 


The Training Programs Department conducts 4 number of training courses for employees 
of departments and agencies who meet the requirements for enrolling in these courses, 
These courses are prepared and designed progressively so as to enable those enrolled 
in the initial courses of the electronic computer programs to continue later on with 
more advanced courses, The courses offered by this department and Linked to elec- 
tronic computers include: 


The preparatory electronic computer program which includes an introduction to deal- 
ing with the (Bisk) programming language and its applications, in addition to 
English and statistics, This program |course] is 12 weeks long. 


The (Cobol and Fortran) programs [courses]: A student passing the previous course 
(the preparatory computer course) gets the chance to study one of the advanced pro- 
gramming languages (Cobol or Fortran), along with its applications. The duration 
of the programming languages course is 8 weeks. 


The systems analysis course which gives a student with a practical experience of 
no less than one year in the sphere of programming with the advanced programming 
languages to study the modern methods of systems analysis. 


There is aleo a course for data systems management which is given to people who 
have completed the programming courses (with practical experience) and systems 
analysis course, 
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The Special Programs Department, in cooperation with the Computer Center, con- 
ducts complete courses for some povernment departments and agencies which wial 
to train and prepare sowe of their employees in computer card punching, in data 
feeding, in electronic computer operation and programming or in 4 mixture of all 
of these activities, The courses held for these departments and agencies Lake 
into consideration their needs and requirements, meaning that the course ta held 
to meet the special applications of each of these departments or agencies, 


A special data=feeding cours ‘aa been conducted for employees of the Miniatry 

of Agriculture, In the coming weeks, 4 special course will be conducted for the 

officers and noncommissioned officers of the Ministry of Interior (Riyadh traffic 
police), There are also other requests by 4 number of other agencies which will 

find their way to implementation, 


in addition to these courses that are conducted in cooperation with the inatitute's 
departments, the center organizes special courses in programming for the inetitute's 
employees and inatructors and other courses connected with electronic computer ap- 
plications concerning the inetitute, The computer center also trains a number of 

the employees of the various departments and branches to use the electronic computers 
in their fields of work. 


Expansion of Programs 


There is no doubt that with the constant increase in the number of computers and of 
people working with them, there is expansion in the spheres of training connected 
with this field, There is 4 serious attempt on the pert of the Management Inetitute 
to train specialized cadres in the electronic computer sphere in order to meet a 
part of the needs of the kingdom's governmental departments and agen.ies and to 
also meet the wish of the Saudi youth to gain expertence and knowledge in this 
modern technological field. All this leads in turn to commitments on the part of 
the Management Institute to play a bigger role that calle for expanding the train- 
ing programs, This, in turn, calle for expanding the Electronic Computer Center's 
capabilities, in terms of equipment, training materials and so forth, to meet this 
growth. 


There is, God be thanked a plan drawn up for the Electronic Computer Center which 
covers the center's aspirations aad the role it must undertake, With the completion 
the project to enlarge the premises of the Management Institute, the officials hope 
to continue performing with greater efficiency the role which the Electronic Com 
puter Center must play. 


Data Bank 
Continuing his discussion on the center, Dr Abu-Bakr said: 


The center has a special data bank attached to the institute's Documentation Center. 
It can be said that the bank is new in its kind. It contains all governmental docu- 
ments. When these documents are computerized, any student, visitor or researcher 
can get any document he wants on the television screens, This applies also to the 
Jiddah and al-Dammam branches because any person can acquire information from Riyadh 
while he is in Jiddah or al-Damman, 
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Ae | have already said, the primary role of the inatitute's center ia a training 
role, even though three goale were taken into conside, ation when the computer 
wae eet up! ‘he (lret te training, the second ta offering advice and services 
in the various electronic computer applications and the third ta to have the 
center ae 4 model center, 


Internationall: Acknowledged Diploma 


Regarding the diploma course conducted by the inatitute, Dr Abu-bakr Mustafa 
Muhammad Khayr hae eaid: 


Thie course le @ ploneer course, When we designed it, we tried to take into con- 
sideration similar courses in the Arab countries and even in Lurope and the United 
States and to draw up 4 complete course compatible with our needs, Naturally, thie 
course will be subject to change eo that it may keep up pace with the developing 
needs. We hope that Jiddah and al-Dammam centera will be completed in the next 2 
monthe and will be ready to operate, thus making it possible to conduct courses in 
both Jiddah and a)-Damgmam, 


As to how extensively the inatitute’s diploma is acknowledged, Dr Abu Bakr Khayr 
waid: 


The inatitute’s certificate ts acknowledged and | can say that it can be a model in 
thie regard, The Arab Education and Sciences Organization will hold a seminar in 
Sudan next February and examples of the electronic computer diploma from various 
countries will be presented to this seminar so that 4 uniform model may be developed, 
Thies tse why we will submit the diploma of the inatitute'’s Electronic Computer Center 
as 4 ploneer model, We hope that it will receive the approval of all #o that it may 
become the model of the computer diploma throughout the Arab countries, Such accept- 
ance will give the inatitute a good reputation. The electronic computer diploma to 
be presented by the inetitute will be considered the Saudi working paper presented 

to the seminar. We hope that thie paper will gain good grounds in the seminar, 


Advisory Studies 


Regarding the advisory studies which the center has presented to the government 
agencies on the use of the electronic computer, Dr Abu Bakr has said: 


We have presented numerous studies, We offer a specialized viewpoint and try, as 

4 neutral party, to provide the sound viewpoint on the type of equipment to be used, 
on its applications and on training. We recently presented a study to the Ministry 
of Health on the use of the electronic computer, By the way, we offer our studies 

to the minitetries and government agencies free of charge. A study is not committing. 
it te merely a neutral viewpoint. At present, we are encountering extreme pressure 
insofar as studies and training are concerned, 


The institute wil! organize « special seminar on the role of the computer in man- 
agement. This seminar will be held in « few onthe and will deal with the uses 
and applications of electront: computers in the government agencies and organiza- 
tions. Numerous ministries and government agencies will take part in this seminar 
whose purpose is to present viewpoints, the experiences gained in the sphere of 
electronic computers, the role and impact of the computers on management and the 
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negative and positive aspects of the computere, We will aleo deal with the modern 
methods and will tnvite epectaliate, We will alee have the microfilm seminar, 


On the possibility of benefiting from thie apparatus, the service it iu hoped to 
pertorm and on whether we need the electronic computer now, Dr Abu Bakr haw said: 


In my personal opinion, if the computer ta exploited ideally and fully in any of 
the apheres of life after profound atudy and after securing the manpower qualil ied 
to operate it, it will serve the right purpose, Aa | have already said, the com 
puter has aleo proliferated into various epheres, meaning that the applications to 
which it can be put in the kingdom, excluding the basic applications, are extremely 
advanced, in the kingdom, the computer hase entered the aephere of research, the 
control operation and other very advanced fields, Ase | have just eaid, if fully 
exploited, the computer will play a big role in the success of the growth and de- 
velopment operations, be they economic, industrial or social, But the goale of 
using the computer muat be known, | aleo believe that there ia a shortage of quall- 
fied Saudi cadres in thie tleld, Thies te where the role of the academic estab) iah- 
mente, such a6 the Management Inatitute and the universities, comes in, The presence 
of complete training programe will serve the purpose, The availability of Saudi 
youth qualified in the computere fleld te essential because the computers have en- 
tered sensitive areas, Thies requires the Saudization of the outfit operating 

these computers, ! would Like to point out something that may have not occurred 

to anybody, namely that the computer has been set up and operated with the ineti- 
tute's efforts, This may be a source of pride for the inatitute because all the 
steps in this accomplishment were made with the inetitute's efforts solely. 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


DEVELOPMENT OF SAUDI PORTS REVIEWED 
Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 6-7 Nov 80 p 6 


[Article: “The Highlighte of the Development of Saudi Arabia's Ports During the 
Year 1399 A.W. (1979 A.D.)") 


[Text) Daily Productivity Per Wharf in Porte of Both Jiddah 
and «i~-Dammam Higher Than Highest Productivity Rate of Large 
International Porte 


6,755 Ships Made Port Calle, a8 Opposed to 6,617 Ships in the 
Year 1398 A.H,. 


The second report made by the Saudi National Port Agency for the year 1399 A.i, 

(1979 A.D.), whieh was published recently, illustrates the highlights of the de- 
velopment of Saudi Arabia's porte and shows what has been accomplished in order to 
raise the level of productivity of these porte during the year which the report 
concerns. The report aleo summarizes the most important achievements which have 
been accowplished in order to raise the efficiency of the ports in order to deal 
with the steady increase in Saudi Arabia's volume of imports. Saudi Arabia's porte 
were visited by a total of 6,755 ships in 1399 AM. as opposed to 6,617 ships in 

the year 1398 A.H. The amount of cargo delivered to Saudi Arabia's five principal 
porte in 1399 A.M. totalled 39,777,319 freight tons. Thie represents a 13 percent 
increase over the year 1398 A... and @ 141 percent increase over the year 1396 A.H. 
These achievements also included an increase in the average capacity and productivity 
of each wharf in Saudi Arabia's principal porte. They achieved levels which sur- 
passed the levels of productivity end capacity achieved by even the most famous 
international ports. The daily productivity per wharf for the year 1399 A.i. 
totalled 1,286 tons in the King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Port at al-Demmam and 1,208 tons in 
the [elamic Port of Jiddah, whereas the highest productivity rate among the large 
international porte was 1,070 tons in the port of Antwerp in Belgium and 698 tons 

in the port of Hamburg in Germany. The following is an account of the most important 
facts which appeared in the report made by the Saudi National Port Agency. 


Commerce and Port Activity 
The efforts made by the Saudi National Port Agency during 1397 A.H. to eliminate 
port congestion, along with all of the negative effects it entails, were merely one 


step along the long road toward achieving progress and development. And if 1397 
A... wae the year for eliminating this phenomenon of congestion in Saudi Arabia's 
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porta, then LYK A.W, could be considered the year which brought « record tncereane 

in the level of production effiletency of our porta, Hecause this wae achieved, the 
expression "port congestion" represents a phenomenon which has disappeared into the 
past history of Saudi Arabla'e porte, lo that year the number of ships which vietted 
haudi Arabia's porte wae 6,61/, ae opposed to 5,270 ehips whieh made vieite in the 
year 1397 A.W, Thie represents a 726 percent increase, 


In that same year the amount of cargo which wae delivered wae $5,080,000 freight 
tone a8 opposed to 76,/65,000 Trelght tons in the year 1397 A.W, And the capacity 
per whart in our porte rose to a level which wae competitive with the large inter- 
national porte ainee it reached the level of 1,000 tons per day, 


Whart Conatruction 


Vrogrese continued to be made in the construction of new wharves in Saudi Arabia's 
various porte, anu many of these new wharves were actually put into operation, Where 
an in L596 A.W, the port of Jiddah had a total of 14 wharves, in 1399 Ai, thie port 
had a total of 37 wharves, And when present construction has been completed it 

will have a total of 45 wharves, in L396 A.W, the port of a1-Dammam had a total of 
‘| wharves, but by the year 1599 A.W, this port had a total of 39 wharves, In the 
port of Yanbu the number of wharves tnereased from 7 wharves in 1396 A.W. to 9 
wharves in the year 1399 A,ii, in thie same year the port of Jizan already had a 
total of § wharves, and when present construction has been completed this port will 
have |/ wharves, Similarly, the commercial port of al-Jubayl, which has 5 wharves, 
will have 16 wharves when construction has been completed, Likewise, the industrial 
port of aleJubayl, which presently has / wharves, will have a total of 15 wharves 
when construction has been completed, 


Delivery of Cargo 


To those people who have dealings with ports, productive capacity of wharves is 
mre important than the actual number of wharves, The Saudi National Port Agency 
hae succeeded in achieving the goal which it set for iteelf in terme of raising the 
average whart's daily unloading capacity to 1,000 tons, This was achieved because 
efforts were concentrated on utilizing equipment in a more effective way. The policy 
of utilizing untform equipment gave us positive results in the realms of purchasing, 
training, and maintenance, The Port Agency made it obligatory for those handling 
the freight to put the cargo on low, round tables or pack the cargo items together 
into unite, The purpose of this was to decrease unloading time, lessen the likeli- 
hood of damaging the cargo, and to make it easter to fully utilize the equipment, 
The result was an tnerease in work productivity, The Port Agency also encouraged 
the cargo handlers to receive the cargo by means of utilizing “direct delivery,” 
that ta, by providing a sufftclent number of trucks which could receive the cargo 
directly from the ahips without having to have the cargo firet be delivered to the 
wharves, The Port Agency aleo aseumed responsibility for all of the additional de- 
livery operations and thus managed to eliminate duplication of efforts and lack of 
coordination, 


All of thie led to « decrease in handling costes, « .- rease in the amount of time 
necessary for delivery, better regulation of the pace of delivery of the shipments, 
the achievement of a higher degree of safety for the port workers, a decrease in 
the amount of damage to the cargo, more effective utilization of storage areas, 
and an improvement in the productive capacity of the equipment and facilities of 
the porte, 











ipectalized Wharves 


lhe Saud! Natlonal Port Agency hae atriven to adopt the moat modern of tnter- 
hational practiees, tnceluding that of creating apectalized wharves, Practical 

wteps have aleo been taken to have cargo tranaterred from general-purpose wharves 

to container wharves and koro |Koll OneRoll Off | wharves, Steps have also been 

taken to develop the capacity of the general-purpose wharves, There le alao a con- 
tinuation of the atudies being made concerning other facilities, the exiatence of 
which le becoming necessary, Work in the epectalized wharves has been commlasioned 
to contractore who pay rent in order to utilize the eq: ipment and facilities, The 
National Port Agency maintaine for tteelf the job of supervising and providing orten- 
tation because thie guarantees that a high level of performance will be achleved, 


In the year 1396 A.W, the port of Jiddah had the capacity to handle 90,000 20-foot- 
long containers, tut by 1399 A.W, thie capacity had risen to that of being able to 
handle 450,000 euch containers, In 1396 A.W, the port of al-Dammam had the capacity 
to handle 9,000 contatnera, but by 1399 A.M, it had the capacity to handle 340,000 
containers, in all, the five principal porta, by 1399 A.H,., had the capacity to 
handle 946,500 containers, whereas in the year 1396 A.,H, they only had the capacity 
to handle 99,000 -ontatnera, 


Communications and the Use of Computers 


The National Port Agency has begun to tmplement an integrated program for improving 
communications in our porte because it te very important to do ao, All of the prin- 
cipal porte are already linked by means of the national telephone network and by 
means of the international telex network, Also, the ports are now linked to their 
min government agency [in Riyadh] by means of a radio and telex network which oper- 
ates in the Arable language. In addition to this, there now exists a telephone sys- 
tem inside the Ielamte Port of Jiddah which has a capacity of more than 1,000 tele- 
phone Lines, Work is aleo underway to set up 4 similar telephone system in the port 
of al-Dammam, Jiddah has aleo witnessed the construction of an information center 
which will be improving communications between the port, cargo handlers, and ship 
agente, Vurthermore, in the porte of Jiddah and al-Dammam, as well as in the main 
government agency in Kiyadh, 4 computer has been installed to program the arrival 

of ships to the vartous ports and to store and analyze data which concerns cargo, 
ships, and equipment, 


Maritime Operations 


The Port Agency has begun 4 series of studies and survey operations in order to 
provide additional aid for navigation, Such aid will include buoys, Lighthouses, 
radar reflectors, radar beacons, and other forms of electronic assistance, Moni- 
toring systema in the ports also involve monitoring the capacity of ships and naval 
vessele which are located in the port areas and close to them, Actual steps have 
been taken to bring in two special ships for tnetalling buoys along the Red Sea 

and Persian Gulf coasts during the year 1400 A.H, It has also been decided to en- 
gaye in cleaning operations in port waters, In addition to this, the ports have 
been furnished with about 40 tugboats in order to increase the safety and efficiency 
of anchoring ahipsa, 





luman Kesourcesn and Traloaing 


The National Port Agency te atressing the human element because it considers 

thie to be the creative element in any work which ta done, The Port Agency has 
striven to eliminate nonproductive types of work, conduct teating and training 
operations for port workera in order to weigh and compare their capabiilties, and 
to utilize the principle of sharing reaponsibility, In addition to this, the 
Port Agency has continued to be interested in training port employees of various 
levels, utilizing its vast technical experience in order to ald those who are 
being trained and in order to raise the level of their qualifications, To this 
end, apectal classes have been held for new adminiatrators and new employees have 
received training in special preparatory classes, The Port Agency utilizes a 
sclentific approach and relies directly on weekly reports, which are sent to its 
offices from the port adminiatrators, for the purpose of determining the needs and 
improvements which are required by the work which goes on in the ports, These 
weekly reports are taken into consideration when decisions are made which are in- 
tended to increase operational effictency as well as to raise the level of per- 
formance and effectiveness of the work force, 


The lalamic Port of Jiddah 


the lelamic Port of Jiddah te the largest port in Saudi Arabia and in also the 
largest port on the hed Sea, Furthermore, it is the largest container port in 

the Middle East, When present port expansion operations have been completed, the 
port will have 45 wharves. Seven of them will be for handling containers, 2 of 
them will be for handling dry cement, and there will be a facility for RoRo ships. 
There te also a plan for constructing an integral facility for the unlording and 
storage of refrigerated foodatults, and for the construction of another facility 
for unloading Live cattle. This port has achieved record unloading capacity levels 
as well as a high level in the services which it offers, in 1398 A.H., a total 

of 3,869 ships entered the port of Jiddah. The total cargo unloaded from these 
ships amounted to 19,40 million freight tons. In 1396 AH. only 2,312 ships 
called tn the port of Jiddah, and the amount of cargo which they unloaded totalled 
6,894 million freight tons, In the year 1397 A.H. the number of ships which made 
port calle increased by 39 percent, and in 1398 A. H. there was a 21 percent in- 
crease. The increase in cargo unloaded in Jiddah's port in 1397 A.H. was 77 per- 
cent, and in 1398 A.W. thie increase was 21 percent. 


Wharves, Equipment, Storage Areas, and Utility Facilities 


At the end of 1398 A.W. the port of Jiddah had 37 wharves. Twenty-seven of these 
wharves were for general cargo, 4 wharves were for RoRo cargo, 3 wharves were for 
handling containers, 2 wharves were for handling dry cement, and 1 of the wharves 
was for handling grain. Likewise, there was a considerable increase in the amount 
of equipment used, These items of equipment included fork lifts, travelling and 
stationary cranes, loading heads, container carriers and lifting devices, tugboate, 
pilot boats, towboats, and fireboats. 


Ae far as storage areas are concerned, there was a total of 21 warehouses, 14 
temporary-storage shelters, 3 covered storage depots, and a cold-storage room 

in addition to open-storage areas and areas for storing containers and Roro cargo. 
The total area used for storage amounted to 1,612,900 square meters. 











ln the realm of utility facilities, an emergency electric power plant wae built, 
the capacity of whieh ta 1) megawatte, Lt wae bullt in order to ineure that work 
would go on in case of power fatlure and in case unusually high power loada would 
have to be dealt with, Also, a water desalinization plant has been put into 
operation, the production capacity of which tia 1 million gallons per day, 


The King ‘Abd al-'Agia Port of al-Dammam 


The King ‘Abd al~'Agiz Port of al-Dammam ta Saudi Arabia's second-largest port, 

it hae 39 wharves, 4 of which are for handling containers and 2 of which are for 
handling dry cement, The port alao has grain ellos with a handling capacity of 
80,000 tons, The wharves in the eastern part of the port are serviced by a net- 
work of railroads which transport their cargo to Riyadh, In 1LI98 A,, a total of 
2,2/9 ahipa from the Kast entered the port of al-Dammam, ae compared with only 942 
such ships which made port calle in 1396 A.W. The total cargo unloaded in 1398 A,i, 
wan 10,96/ million freight tons as opposed to 6,369 million freight tone in 1396 
A.W. «The increase in number of shipea which made port calle was 92 percent in 1397 
A.W. and 26 percent in LIQVB AH, The increase in cargo in 1397 A.H, wae 58 per- 
cent, whereas in 1jJ98 A.M. this increase wae 52 percent, 


The total Length of the wharves in the King ‘Abd al~'Aziz Port of al-Dammam is 
approximately 7,700 metera, These wharves include 30 wharves for handling gen- 

eral cargo, 5 wharves for handling econtainers, 3 wharves for handling cement, and 

| wharf for handling grain. In L398 A,H, the total storage area amounted to approxi- 
mately 4 million square meters, This total storage area includes 35 warehouses and 
10 open-alr warehouses in addition to other open-storage areas, 


Basic Facilities and Utilities 


In 1398 A.W, a fireboat and mobile pumps were put into operation, Measures were 
also taken to provide the port with an integral fire-fighting system like the one 
in the port of Jiddah, Likewise, this same year saw the completion of most of the 
electric power distribution system, The port also continued to improve its system 
of radio communicattons, and soon an additional long-range communications Link will 
be inatalled in order to maintain ship-to-shor« communications, Telephone communi- 
cations include 200 inside lines which are Linked to 20 outside lines, This tele- 
phone system will be expanded so that it will include 800 inside lines which will 
be Linked to 100 outside lines, 


The Port of al-Jubayl 


The port of al-Jubayl, including both its commercial port and industrial port, is 
located about 100 kilometers to the north of the city of al-Dammam, The construc- 
tion of this port was considered to be the largest project of ite kind in the world, 
It was constructed in order to serve the industrial complex which is to be built in 
al-Jubayl. Both the commercial and tndustrial ports share the same water basin, 

The commercial port was designed to handle 7 million tons of cargo per year, and 
when its construction has been completed it will include 16 wharves, including 2 
wharves for handling containers, The industrial port will be able to handle 7 
million tons of dry cargo and 50 million tons of liquid petroleum substances per 
year. In 1398 A.W. a total of 137 ships anchored in the port of al-Jubayl. They 
unloaded a total of 1,022 million freight tons of cargo, At the present time, there 








are 5 wharves in the port for handling general cargo, These wharves use equip. 
ment which te similar to that which te used in the ports of Jiddah and al-Damman, 
the only difference being in the number of such items of equipment used, The port 
ot aleJubayl also has two temporary-storage shelters, the area of which ta 16,000 
aquare meters, In the year 1400 A,H,, when construction work has been completed, 
the port of al-Jubayl will have about 108,000 square meters of warehouse areas, It 
will also have 591,000 square meters of open-storage areas, Furthermore, it will 
have 12 wharves, and will have a facility for exporting Liquid petroleum substances, 


The Port of Yanbu 


The port of Yanbu is the second-largest Saudi port on the Red Sea, Lt serves Medina, 
the Northern Region, the al-Qasim area, and will be serving the industrial complexes 
which are to be built in Yanbu. The port has 9 wharves, 8 of which are for handling 
regular cargo and 1 of which le for handling dry cement. The port has a total of 
500,000 square meters of open-storage area, The port has the capacity to handle 
2,700,000 tons per year, The number of ships which called in the port of Yanbu in 

L398 A.W. was 136, whereas only 99 ships made port calls in 1397 AH. The port 
handled cargo totalling 1,248 million freight tons in 1398 A.ii., as opposed to 1,097 
million freight tone in 1397 A.W. The port also has a facility for unloading dry 
cement and packing it into bags, and its capacity for handling dry cement is 700,000 
to } per year, The year 1398 A, H. saw the completion of the reception building 
which receives all of the pilgrims who come to Saudi Arabia by sea via the port of 
Yanbu. The total area of this reception building is 11,217 square meters. 


The Port of Jizan 


The port of Jizan ts located in the far south of Saudi Arabia and in terms of capa- 
city it is considered to be Saudi Arabia's third-largest port of the Red Sea, It 
serves the development projects which are going on in the Southern Region, The port's 
capacity ts estimated at about 1,600,000 tons per year. In 1398 A.H. the port be- 
gan to be served by a floating offshore facility for unloading dry cement, the 
capacity of which ts 1 million tons per year. In addition to this, a water desali- 
nization plant has been built which has a capacity of 55,000 gallons per day, and 
an electric power plant has been built, which has a capacity of 2.4 megawatts. In 
L398 A.H., the number of ships which called in the port of Jizan was 196, whereas 
in 1397 A.W. a total of 156 ships visited the port. The total cargo handled by the 
port in 1398 A.W. was 744,000 tons, whereas in 1397 A.H,. the port handled 665,000 
tons. The port has 3 wharves. Two of them are for handling general cargo, and the 
third one is for handling cement. There is a total of 110,000 square meters of 
open-storage area in the port. In addition to this, there is a total of 8,000 
square meters of warehouse area, The port is now linked to other areas by the 
national telephone system and by the international telex network. Also, the port 
has been provided with radio equipment in order to maintain communications with 
ships at sea, 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


GRAIN SILO PROJECT DEDICATED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 31 Dec 80 p 2 
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SYRIA 


FATAH'S QADDUMI ATTACKS JORDAN 
JNO82202 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 2115 GMT 8 Jan 81 


[Excerpts] Damascus--The Fatah movement held a huge speech rally at Tishrin's 
sports hall this evening on the occasion of the 16th anniversary of the 
Palestinian revolution, The rally was attended by several Ba'th Party national 
and regional command members; ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam, deputy prime minister 
and minister of foreign affaires; Khalid al-Fahum, speaker of the Palestine 
National Council; several members of the Central Command of the Progressive 
National Front; Faruq Qaddumi, head of the PLO Political Department; 

Brig Gen Muhammad Tariq al-Khadra, chief of staff of the Palestine Liberation 
Army; members of the PLO Executive Committee; members of the Palestinian 
resistance factions; some members of the Arab and foreign diplomatic corps 

in Damascus; members of the People's Assembly, and a large crows of Syrian 
and Palestinian citizens, 


"Abd al-Ghani Qannut, member of the Progressive National Front Central Command 
delivered a speech which he began by speaking about Palestine's history. He 
praised the armed Palestinian revolution which restored to the Palestinian 
people their militant identity. 


Qannut denounced the stands adopted by world imperialism and Zionism and the 
stands hostile to the Palestinian people adopted by the Al-Sadat regime, 
Qannut called on the various Palestinian factions to unite to raise up the 
fire of the Palestinian revolution in order to burn the faces of apostates and 
traitors wherever they may be on the pure Arab soil. 


Farug Qaddumi also spoke. He began by talking about the circumstances which 
led to the launching of the Palestinian revolution 16 years ago. Qaddumi 
said the first shot fired by this revolution has awakened our nation from 
its slumber and brought about radical changes in the Arab area, This shot 
was fired from re / ‘tonary Syria, Syria has been the lungs with which 
the Palestinian ‘'on breathed the air of freedom. 


Qaddumi then spoke av ut the conspiracies to which the Palestinian revolution 
has been subjected to particularly f royal regime in Jordan, He said: 
Though the Jordanian prisons are ful revolutionary young men, the revolu- 
tion spread and the nationalist movement strengthened until it covered our 
people in all their places of residence, 


144 

















On the Palestinian revolution's stand on the events in Lebanon and southern 
Lebanon, Qaddumi stressed that the Palestinian revolution continues to 
support the nationalist movement and the progressive forces in Lebanon In 
preparation for all eventualities, Imperialist-Zioniat conspiracies surround 
the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples and revolutionary Syria, Qaddumi then 
spoke about the conspiracies the United States is concocting in the area, 

He said; With its greed for expansion and its aggressive policy, Washington 
stands with world Zionism and concocts events in the area, Washington is 
continuously trying to destroy the Arab liberation movement with its vanguard 
the Palestinian revolution, It also wishes to wipe out all progressive 
regimes in the area go that the Palestinian revolution may not have a basis 
on which to rely, 


Qaddumi said: What is taking place in fraternal Syria and the conspiracies 
that surround it are proof of what we say, Qaddumi wondered why Syria is 
at present being subjected to conspiracies while it stands fast against the 
aggression and continues to struggle to foil Camp David and to defeat all 
wicked attempts to harm the Palestinian revolution, 


Qaddumi stressed that the Palestinian revolution and Syria are in the same 
militant trench in defending our Arab nation with strength and in joining 
with the Lebanese people against the aggression and protecting the Lebanese 
people's unity, sovereignty and Arab position, 


Qaddumi then spoke about the Jordanian option about which the United States, 
Israel and its agents in the area are talking. Qaddumi stressed that this 
choice will be completely defeated. 


Qaddumi praised the [ranian revolution and said that this revolution has 
weakened the imperialist presence in the area, He also praised the treaty 
of friendship and cooperation between Syria and the Soviet Union and said 
that this treaty has come to contribute in our Arab efforts to redress 

the balance of power in favor of the Arab nation and in service of the Arab 
nation's pan-Arab objectives, 
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MERLING WIIH LIBYAN Uhl PATTON iripoll agate Clee wreel itp te the / 
Socialiat ta'th Part tyation led by Comrade Tawlia Salilhah, YT — 
Party’ repionva Command tember, and & delegation representing e Libya 
revolutionary committee iwreement wae reached to dtaw up & Limetla@bir i 
an exchanhpe 1 ty between political and populat delevationn to ta 
familiarize jth the two traternal countries’ expertences lhe Lil 


delegation prateed the Arab Soctaliat ba'th Paity's pane-Arab stands and 1! 
faithtul efforte for unitary action, It aleo highly evaluated the rou 
undertaken by Syria, considering it the atate of controntation againet the 
Zioniat enemy, Comrade Salihah reviewed our party's atruggle and ite 
fMational and pan-Arab atendsa as well ae the accompliehments achieved und 
the party and the leaderehip of struggler Comrade Haltiz al-Asad, | Text} 
LINOGL4G5] Damancus Domeatic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT 8 Jan 41} 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


REPORT ON NATLONAL ASSEMBLY REPLY TO PRESIDENT 
GF061715 Abu Dhabi Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 6 Jan 81 


[Excerpts) In ite session today chaired by speaker Tiryam ‘Imran Tiryam, the 
National Assembly approved the reply to the president's speech that was delivered 
at the opening session of the .osembly. 


The National Assembly expressed concern over Arab differences and their adverse 
effects on Arab unity and solidarity. It lauded the UAE's efforts and those of 
ite Arab brothers to contain these disputes and to put an end to them in order 

to restore Arab solidarity in the face of Zionist ambitions and plots. 


The assembly reply reiterated the government policy of boletering fraternal rela- 
tions with Islamic countries, supporting Liberation movements and increasing 
cooperation with OPEC countries. 


The reply, which was delivered by committee secretary Salih ash-Shal, supported 
the government's political efforte in affirming ite sovereignty over the three 
islands and in restoring them through peaceful means. The assembly expressed 

the hope that [ran will prove the sincerity of ite intentions and ite good neigh- 
borliness by recognizing the UAE's right‘ul sovereignty over these islands and 
initiating negotiations in order to settle the dispute over them in a way that 
insures the national rights of the UAE. 


The assembly hoped for the success of Islamic and international efforts in stopping 
the bloodshed in the region and in urging the belligerents to settle their disputes 
peacefully to insure the peace and security of the Gulf region and to avoid divi- 
sion among its people. It also referred to the importance of the Arab Gulf region 
in international politics because it is the source of energy and the nerve-center 
of international industry and economy, thus causing the various camps to bring 
their conflicts closer to this region. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES CURRENT GULF CIRCUMSTANCES 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL~DUWALI inArabic 15-2) Dec 80 p 22 


Article by ‘Ali Hashim: “Foreign Minister of the Emirates: King Husayn Does Not 
ed To Be Delegated To Talk about a Matter Which Concerns lis Country” 


/Text Mr Rashid ‘Abdallah al-Nu'aymi, minister of foreign affairs of the state of 
the United Arab Emirates, said “The principles which have been agreed upon between 
the legitimate authorities in Lebanon and those involved in the struggle, are the 
proper ones, if they are applied, to make Lebanon avoid the dangers to which it is 
exposed,” 


a)-Nu'aymi was talking to AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WAL-DUWALI in an excursion of genera! 
scope which dealt with the 11th summit conference in Amman and Arab affairs. 


al-Nu'aymi, who tills the rudder of foreign affairs in the state of the emirates fol- 
lowing the resignation of Mr Ahmad Khalifah al-Suwaydi and his appointment as personal 
representative of the president of the state, Shaykh Zayid fbn Sultan Aal Nuhayyan, 

is today the only person representing the state at Arab and international conferences, 
United Nations meetings and so forth, in addition to official visits he makes abroad 
and his reception of official guests with whom he discusses bilateral relations with 
their countries or general issues of common interest. Regarding his appraisal of the 
Amman summit and its conclusions, al-Nu'aymi said, 


"It 1s unfortunate that the Amman summit did not obtain Arab unanimity in terms of 
numbers, although it was an integrated Arab action from the standpoint of conclusions 
and resolutions." 


Regarding the role which the countries of the Arabian Peninsula and the Arab Gulf 
played at the summit and the resolutions they adopted: 


"The Gulf states have a role which they play at every Arab summit within the framework 
of their responsibility of making every Arab action succeed. Their role in Amman was 
greater and more important; although this role did not achieve many results, at least 
it reduced the rift in Arab canks and lessened the intensity of the struggles.” 


(Guest toa/ Two Gulf summits have been held on the sidelines of the Amman summit. 
at discussions went on in them and what resolutions were adopted? 
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{Mnower/ What were held were not one or two Gulf summits, but rather meetings among 
he leaders of the countries of the region; al! of them were confined to consultation 
on the agenda of the conference from which the Amman summit resolutions issued. 


(Question/ It 18 now the role of the Gulf states to mediate in order to restore Arab 
unanimity and draw ranks together? 


/Answer/ It 16 very sad that any Arab party should have been absent from joint Arab 
action, especially when the absent party has the party basically concerned with this 
matter, although in such cases we reiterate the Arab maxim “the absent person carries 
his excuse with him.” We, in the state of the emirates, have striven and always wil) 
strive to make statements coincide and unite ranks. 


The Gulf War 
/Question/ What about the Iraqt-Iranian war? What 1s your position on it? 


/Answer/ We look toward the day when this war will stop, when everyone with rights 
will be given his rights back, and when problems between the two Moslem neighbors 
will be solved fn brotherly ways with an Islamic spirit, not at the expense of any 
other party. 


/Question/ Iraq has often demanded return of the three islands in Hormoz (Greater 
and Lesster Tumbs and ABu Musa) to the state of the emirates -- these are the {islands 
which Iran occupted toward the end of 1971 -- while you, the country involved, are 
not moving but are keeping silent, 


/Answer / The state of the emirates has often made a demand for the islands, by diplo- 
matic means and through the United Nations. In these circumstances, the demand might 
cause an uproar by which we will lose more than we gain. We are trying, by peaceful 
means, to attain our rights, and want nothing but these rights. 


/Quest ton/ The Saudi minister of the intertor, Prince Nayif ibn ‘And-al-'Azia, has 
stated that agreements wil! be concluded among the countries of the region to impose 
security. What are these agreements, and what are their contents? 


(hnswer/ There 1s cooperation among the countries of the Gulf in all fields, includ- 
ng the security field and the consolidation of this security. Cooperation is neces- 
sary now among the countries of the region, especially in the critical circumstances 
we are going through. 


/Question/ What {s position of the state of the emirates’ on an American military 
presence in the region and what {s being said about the Soviet threat against the 
o1l fields? 


/Answer/ The position of the state of the emirates of foreign forces in the area 1s 


clear. We have declared time and again that such a presence would not serve peace tn 
the Gulf and would create conflict between the two great powers. 
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The turopean Initiative 


fiivest 'on/ There has been much talk about a new European itnitiave in the Middle 
ast, 's there any information on that? 


/Answer/ Ay far as the European initiative goes, there 16 4 positive development 

on the part of the European countries, and there 16 also an effort on their part to 
create a just resolution to the Middle Last crisis. However, in our view, we consider 
what the nine countries have done so far 16 not enough, We are voquees wag them to 
improve their position, try serfously to recognize Arab and Palestinian rights, and 
also have recognition given to the Palestinian people's rights to their land and the 
establishment of thetr independent state on this land, 


/Question/ Is it correct that King Husayn has been delegated to speak in the Arabs’ 
name in the United States of America and in Europe? 


/Answer/ The king, a5 an Arab leader, 1s concerned with the problem and does not 
need authorization to talk with anybody about a matter which directly concerns him 
and his country, 


Translation of the Resolutions 


/Question/ Arab summits have been numerous, and their resolutions have been numerous; 
when will these resolutions be translated into acts? 


/Answer/ There has been a new turn in the summit resolutions, following the Baghdad, 
Tunts and lately Amman resolutions. Now we observe that commitment to the resolutions 
has started to assume a sertous character. We in the state of the emirates have pro- 
ceeded to carry out 41) our commitments, from the Baghdad to the Amman summit, and 
have started to put its resolutions into effect as far as we are concerned. 


/Question/ Do you support holding a summit to discuss the Lebanese question? 


/Answer/ In actuality, the Lebanese problem saddens one's heart. We in the state of 
the emirates heve made our efforts to resolve this problem, have done much, and have 
striven, inside and outside Arab conferences, to create a solution. We were a party 
to the Arab deterrent forces, but unfortunately we did not reach a conclusion. How- 
ever, we still believe that the bases agreed upon between the legitimate authorities 
in Lebanon and those parties concerned with the struggle, especially at the Riyadh 
summit and through the Bay a)-Din resolutions, are the proper bases, if they are ap- 
plied, for making Lebanon avoid a1) the dangers to which it 1s exposed. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


TRADE MARK VIOLATIONS CRACKDOWN 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 26 Dec 60 p 3 


[Article by Maruf Khwaja} 
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UNTTED ARAB EMIKATES 


IMPORTED PROCESSED VYOOD INVEBTIGATED 


Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 30, 31 Oet 80 





[Article by Layla Hijazt: "“Undeavor to Discover Secrets of Surprising World of 
Canned Voodsa; We Import Annually 200 Million Dirhams’ Worth of Canned Foods Which 
Exporters Kefuse to Market in Their Countries; Will Abu Dhabi National Food Company 
Turn Into Agency Importing Vrom Source to break Price Monopoly and Protect Consumer 
From Dangers of Processed Voods; 3 Billion Dollars in Annual Taxes on Exporting 
Companies Collected by Zioniet Latablishments; Food Canning and Processing in UAE 

le Possible and What Is Important Ia for Us to Start; National Projects Under Imple- 
mentation for Processing and Canning Vegetables and Pruite; Setting Up Joint Govern- 
— fector Compantes le Necessary for Success of Local Food Canning Pro- 
ects 


[30 Vet 80, p 7) 


[Text] The surprising world of canned foods has imposed iteelf on our tables and 
has covered the walle of all the supermarkets, Even the pharmacies have been in- 
vaded by these canned foods of various shapes and sizes, It ie easier to count the 
stare in the sky than to try to count the numbere and varieties of these foods, 


| tried to enter this world to reveal ite hidden secrete to the people, As soon 
as | got hold of the firat thread, it led me to interesting facts that are not em 
bodied in the unsuitability of such foods for consumption or in their containing 
ingredients banned by the Islamic shari'a but that lie in the canned foods them- 
selves, considering that every man is now consuming more of their poisons than of 
their benefite and that we spend millions upon millions in importing these foods 
whose sole return te nothing but numerous destructive diseases, Thies is happening 
at a time when we can import fresh food alternatives, especially since we have 
enough resources to build refrigerators, and employ modern weans of transportation 
and unloading. 


We may know Little about canned foods but we don't know what ie behind the policy 

of processing and exporting them to us, Do we know, for example, that many of those 
who export these canned foods to us refuse to market them in their countries and 
warn against consuming these foods there? Do we know that there are establishments 
hostile to the Arabs that collect enormous taxes from (he companies that export 
their canned products to us, that these taxes are channeled to the Jewish defense 
leagues and that these establishments even boycott the companies that do not pay 
these taxes’ 
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The tasue le big and intricate and requires more than one pause on our part so that 
we may think twice before we reach out to consume these terrible canned foods, 


To start with, perhape the language of figures shows ue how far we have gone in 
importing and consuming processed foods, Let me present here the firet etatiatic 
of ite kind-~a statiatic acquired after a long search in the Ministry of Economy 
and Commerce--on the processed food import traffic and on the sums spent to import 
these foods, 


Thie wtatiaticw-as presented to me by Muhammad 'Abd-al-'Azim, the deputy director 
of the Keonomte Department itn the Mintetry of Economy and Commerce--says: 


The state's total imports of foodsatuffe of all kinds amounted to 3,375,070,000 dir- 
hams in 1979, Of thie eum, the total value of processed foods amounted to 201,330,000 
dirhams, with an increase of nearly 37 percent over 1978, 


If we consider canned milk of all kinds, we find that the state imported in 1979 a 
total of 20,/61 tons valued at 67,978,100) dirhams, 1,190.3 tons of canned nuts 
valued at 9,097,900 dirhams, 10,224,3 tons of canned fruits valued at 24,239,300 
dirhams, 12,892,2 tons of canned vegeta’les valued at 27,192,500 dirhams, 18,290,4 
tone of vegetable and fruit julce valued at 37,205,800 dirhams, 2,506.8 tone of 
jellies valued at /,515, 300,000 dirhams, 2,440.3 tonsa of canned fish valued at 
1,017,900 dirhams, and 3,123.6 tons of canned meats valued at 27,083,500 dirhams, 


This means that we imported in one year, namely 1979, a total of 69,233.4 tons of 
processed foods valued at 201,330,000 dirhams, The total value of the imports in 
1976 wan 1/0 million dirhams, 


What are the reasons for our increased imports of canned foods, ? 


Mohammad ‘Abd-al-'Agim says: The direct reason is the increase in the population, 
On the other hand, the country's climatic conditions encourage people to import pro- 
cessed foods because when fresh foods arrive from a distant place, they need to be 
stored in a certain way and in refrigerators, which requires a long time, This is 
why some canned foods imported from distant places are in top demand by virtue of 
their being durable, 


Another reason for the demand for canned foods is their low prices when compared to 
fresh goods, We find that the import price for canned and processed foods is lower 
than the import price for fresh goods, 


[Question| le the unavatiability of the means of storage, shipping and transporta- 
tion the obstacle standing in the face of the importation of fresh foods by the mer- 
chante and the government’? 


[Anewer| ‘This te one reason, The other reason is the lack of planning and prepara- 
tion for thie kind of consumption at a large scale, Expansion in importing fresh 
foods requires that the state own rapid ships equipped in a manner that makes it 
possible for such foods to be delivered regularly and at the times when the consumer 
needs them whereas canned foods are durable, can be stored by the merchant and are 
preferred by many because they save effort, time and money. If we want to deal with 
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the issue of importing tresh toodsa, then this cannot be done by securing only the 
neans of shipping but by expansion in agricultural and livestock production, by 
land reclamation, by encouraging farmers and fishermen so that large quantities of 
protein and fish may be made available, by expansion in poultry farms and other 
means, We can thus expand the consumption of fresh foods at the expense of [rozen, 
processed and canned foods, 


[Quertion}] It te noticed that most canned foods are not subject to control, else 
how can we explain the destruction of millions of tons of such foods because of their 
unfitness for consumption? 


l[Anewer) le is well known that the state economy is a free economy which is subject 
to the market's law of supply and demand, The merchants and the private sector have 
the priority because we have no importing public sector, The initiative ia left to 
the merchants to import from all the outlets in the world, At the same time, 
damaged canned foods failing to meet the standards are collected and destroyed by 
the municipalities, Every food commodity entering the state is supposed to have a 
certificate of origin. This certificate ia subject to examination by the customs, 
However, all this is supposed to be subject to government regulation and not to be 
left to individual initiatives, I believe that the Abu Dhani National Foodstuffs 
Company will have a major role in importing foods from the source directly and with- 
out middlemen and that it will be developed to cover all parts of the country and 

to help the merchants, not compete with them, in breaking monopolization and broaden- 
ing the supply base, 


Serious Information,..Where Are Measures? 


This is insofar as the importation of canned foods and their vast costs are con- 
cerned, but what about their danger to public health? 


| went to the Ministry of Health to seek an answer to this question and | met there 
with Dr Haqqi al-Tamimi, the nutrition expert, who shed the light on important aspects 
of this issue, 


He said: The most important diseases caused by canned foods are food poisoning, 
stomachaches and headaches. It is important for people to know if the canned foods 
are fit for consumption or not. We must first know the date of their processing 

and then the date of their expiration, which cannot exceed one year and which is 
better if it is only 6 months. It is alwo better for the container not to be dented 
so that alr may not enter it. If the container is dented and if a yellow fluid 
oozes out of it, the canned food should be rejected immediately. If the fluid ooz- 
ing out of the container is black, then this means immediate poisoning. 


The first thing that concerns us in the ingredients contained in these cans is to 
find out the protein, vitamin and mineral salt contents, the water ratio and whether 
the canned foods are dry or not. There ts no doubt that fresh foods are a lot bet- 
ter than canned foods to which preservatives and chemicals are added because these 
preservatives destroy a large part of the nutritional components, For example, there 
are some companies--espectally Scandinavian companies--that come to the Arab world 
and process milk, either by pastuerizing or canning it, and then sell it in liquid 
form, But how do they can thie milk? They use skimmed powdered milk, The consumer 
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doesn't know that fresh milk should contain 3,5 percent fat and doesn't know that 
such companies are operating here in the Gulf and that they engage in thie cheat- 
ing, thus depriving our children who live on such milk of vitamin D which ta bene 
tictal to the formation of thelr teeth and bones, vitamin A which te beneficial 
for the eyes and vitamin K which helps increase blood, 


[Question] | said to the nutrition expert: How can you have thie information and 
not take any measures againet such cheating? 


[Anewer| The exportation of any powdered milk to lraq and Kuwait has been banned 
unless such milk has ite full fat content, It tw the duty of the Gulf and Arab 
governments generally to prevent finally the marketing of akimmed [mafruz) milk, 
As for canned foods generally, we must warn some U.S, and Kuropean companies that 


have started cheating their exports to the Arab countries, especially the Gulf area 
coun ». What happens te that these companies export to use their canned foods 
whl: « U.S. Federal Food Agency has banned and has decided to destroy. Canned 


foods (re processed in the United States and stored there in large quantities and 
big contalners, some with a capacity of 40-50 kilograms each, When the federal 
government decides that certain foods have expired and orders their incineration, 
the role of the middlemen--comprised of big companies and estab] ishments--emerges, 
These middlemen ship the damaged foods to Singapore, Hongkong and Formoza to be 
packed anew in small cans with which they then submerge the Arab and Gulf markets, 
All canned foods and drugs coming from the United States, the Netherlands and West 
Germany in this manner have behind them Zionist organizations that control their 
exportation to the Arabs in particular and that impose on the exporting countries 
taxes ranging from 2 to 3 billion dollare annually. Any company failing to pay the 
taxes imposed on it is subjected to boycott by the Jews, 


What is surprising ta that the Ziontat establishments in the United States have set 
aside three letters to be stamped on these canned products--especially drug products 
--namely the letters R surrounded by a circle, the letter U surrounded by a circle 
and the letter K surrounded by a circle, These letters denote these establishments 
and they mean an appeal to all the Zioniets and Jews to collect a tax from the com 
panies that export these products, The firet letter denotes the Free Jews Assocta~ 
tion and is found on all U.S. products, The second letter denotes the Jewish Defense 
League or the League for Kesuming Defense of the Jews [sic], The third letter means 
that the canned food has been slaughtered and prepared in the Zionist [kosher] man- 
ner. 


Ie It Really Natural Food? 


[Question] This is insofar as the canned foods are concerned, What about the frozen 
foods imported from abroad and said to be a natural food, especially imported poul- 
try? 


{[Anewer| The fact ia that the new foods imported under the name of natural food and 
not canned are rejected scientifically because a natural food must contain six basic 
ingredients, The followers of this innovation [cult] say that man can survive on 
sunflower seeds, soybeans or some other seeds, All this is wrong. Man must con- 
sume meat, vegetables, milk products, starches and fruits. If a man restricts him- 
self to consuming these seeds, he will definitely not survive. As for imported 
chickens, scientific research has been able to discover a hormone that improves the 
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quality of rooster [ale) meat and makes it ae soft as chicken meat, but it has 

alwo been proven that this hormone ia linked to the malignant disease [presumably 
meaning cancer) and this La why they have stopped its use now, One of the most 
dangerous things to which | want to draw attention is that research has shown 

that the sweetener [saccharin] used in some of the soft drinks, jellies and cookies 
processed in the United States for people on diet ts also linked to thle disease, 
Therefore, people must beware of consuming such products, They must be also be- 

ware of saccharin which ts used for dlabetes patients because it has the same serious 
effect, 


As for some chemical substances that are called preservatives and that are added to 
canned and trozen foods, such substances may give vegetables, for example, a natural 
color but they cause them to lose their nutritional value, The U.S, Research Agency 
[ele] and some European research agencies have proven that these additives have a 
link with cancer and have banned adding them to foods, 


At this point of the discussion, 4 man must wonder: Till when should we keep our 
doors and markets open for the importation of all these dangers and why don't we 
prepare and process foodstuffs in a manner that guarantees us safety and that pro- 
tects us against all this cheating? 


These are questions that require an answer, 
[31 Oct BO, p 3] 


[Text] Once again with the amazing world of canned foods, but from a different 
angle, namely: How can we stop the importation of these poisons and close our 
doors and markets in the face of all these canned dangers? The only answer to 
this question is that we should prepare and process foodstuffs in a manner that 
guarantees our safety and protects us from cheating. 


At the outset, | wanted to know what is planning's view on the tissue of food pro- 
cessing. Hasan Musa al-Qamzi, the Abu Dhabi Planning Department deputy director, 
has a futuristic view on this issue, He says: 


There is no doubt that processing foods is a goal to which we aspire and which we 
hope to realize, but before embarking on this big step, we must plan to raise and 
develop our production in the various agricultural and livestock spheres, We must 
also develop our fish resources, This development must be coupled with setting up 
food plants in the production sites, We must also guarantee that the private sector 
will venture into the sphere of food processing. The truth is that no comprehensive 
planning has yet been made to realize this goal, Therefore, drawing up plans to in- 
crease production provides opportunities for food processing industries. Moreover, 
securing the fundamental requirements for increasing agricultural production by way 
of vertical expansion through scientific and technological means and through the 
proper utilization of water and of the soil is also important for setting up and 
expanding food processing industries, We must also develop the livestock resources 
which will still need greater attention and support. 


[Question] | said to al-Qamzi: Does this mean that we should postpone food pro- 
cessing industries and be content with imported canned foods until production in 
all these spheres is developed? 
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[Answer] On the contrary. We do actually have food processing industries that 
have been able to replace a large part of the imports, such as the flour indus- 
try, the new fodders factory, the meat and milk products and the products of baker- 
les, Lt is also possible for us to import some raw materiale and process them 
locally. This can be considered a temporary phase, 


The Abu Dhabi government has concluded a contract with a German company to set up 
a poultry farm in al-'Ayn, This farm will contribute largely to supplying the 
chicken and egg needs and to reducing their importation, If we want to reach the 
desired goal of food processing, we must have mainstays of trained labor. More- 
over, an industrial bank advancing financial ald to the private sector must also 
be set up to enable this sector to perform its role in this important sphere, 


So far, the question ie still raised: How can we actually set up food industries 
that protect us against the importation of canned foods? 


Joint Plants Guarantee Protection 


An expert in food processing sheds strong light on the path of food processing. 
What we can process locally from the materials that we have and what are the ideas 
and studies actually projected for implementation at present to process and can 
these foodatuffs in our country? 


Dr Haqqi al-Tamimi says: The UAE particularly and the Gulf and Arab countries 
generally are in the dires. need of food processing. We have some foodstuffs 
which can enable us to do away with importation. For example, we have in the 
Sultanate of Oman what is called (al-numi hamid), or what some people call sour 
tea. This substance is also abundantly available in some of the Gulf countries. 
We can use it to produce a drink that can enable us to dispense with importing 
many soft drinks. What is more important, we have dates and we can extract from 
them a drink comparable, if not better, to all the imported varieties of drinks. 
Ve can even export this drink to the world, We can also import raw materials, such 
as tamarind, and process them to produce a drink that is more beneficial than im- 
ported drinks. I believe that to guarantee the continuity of food processing, it 
is better for us to set up joint government-private sector plants so that they may 
receive etfective protection, It is well-known that no individually-owned project 
yields profits in the first 2 years because this period is a period of foundation 
and familiarization with the project. If the project is joint, than protection is 
given the shareholder and profits are realized, 


Numerous studies are currently underway for processing these substances in the 
emirates with national manpower and funding. 


In the sphere of food processing, we must also know that the fishes present in the 
Gulf waters are the best foodstuffs in the world. Moreover, the protein in fish 

is higher than the protein in meats, considering that whereas this protein content 
amounts to 65 percent in fishes it does not exceed 40 percent in the best kinds of 
meats. At times, the protein found in fish is double that found in meats and triple 
that in protein yielding plants, such as soybeans. Moreover, fish is very rich with 
mineral salt (iodine), manganese and vitamins. 
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[t 1s also possible to set up government chicken farms, especially since the UAE 
has vast areas of land, enough water, resources and desire, With the presence of 
these basic polnts, there are no difficulties, This is proven by the fact that 
the existing chicken farms have realized big success, There is no doubt that in- 
creasing the number of these farms will supply our needs of eggs and of fresh, not 
frozen, meats slaughtered in the right way. A large part of the frozen chickens 
that we import are of no nutritional value, Often, they freeze abroad quantities 
of damaged chickens and export them, As soon as these chickens are thawed, their 
unpleasant smell spreads, The consumption of such chickens poses serious dangers. 


To demonstrate the degree of the importance of setting up such chicken farms, the 
statistics say that a person needs to consume at least 4 eggs weekly. If there are 
one million people, then they need 4 million eggs weekly, i.e. 210 million egys 
annually, ‘This is the lowest estimate, If we take into account the fact that the 
Arab is generous in his consumption, then this means that {tt is necessary to supply 
500 million eggs annually. If we consider the smallest daily meat consumption rate 
per person at 100 grams, then a person's annual consumption is 12 kilograms. ‘This 
means that it 1s necessary to supply 12 million kilograms of meat to the markets 
annually, Consequently, expansion in setting up chicken farms will realize self- 
sufficiency, 


These Materials Can Be Canned 


[Question] How can we implement the policy of canning [processing] locally to block 
the path in the face of imported canned foods and what are the materials that we can 
process? 


[Answer] It is possible to import some fresh vegetables from the Arab countries 
through rapid transportation. In cooperation with these countries, we can set up 

a plant here to process and can these imports. Numerous European countries import 
some foodstuffs and process them locally. In this case, processing becomes possible 
if the fruits and vegetables are available throughout the year, keeping in mind that 
the cost of canning locally amounts to one half the costs of imported canned foods, 
This will encourage the Arab countries with a surplus to sell these foodstuffs, We 
must do this now and not in the future. Prices are rising constantly and the demand 
for such products is endless. Let us take an example. The United States, which has 
six percent of the world population, consumes one third the world meat production, 
What will the situation be if these rates of cattle, calf and sheep slaughtering 
continue? The results have appeared in meat prices, Five years ago, meat prices 

in the United States were one fifth what they are at present. This means that these 
prices have risen fivefold. This is why modern scientific research has turned its 
attention to finding meat substitutes, including soybeans and some legumes, They 
now process products similar to meat in flavor, form and color and completely free 
of any chemicals. These products are good in nutritional terms. But they still 
lack vitamins, though containing protein. The prices of these products are approxi- 
mately one half the prices of natural meats. 


Canning Vegetables and Fruits Locally 
It is fortunate that numerous national circles are currently preparing to set up a 


plant for processing vegetables and fruits and for setting up more chicken farms 
and dairy product plants in the right way. 
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It 1s possible to process vegetables and fruits and keep them fit for consumption 
for a period of 6 months to one year in one of two ways: Either canning or quick 
freezing. Quick freezing costes more but its benefits are more general, We must 
avoid the use of additives that cause diseases, I also think that the UAE should 
take advantage of a facet that will enable it to avoid importing large quantities 
of jellies. It should do this by importing fresh fruits, such as apricots, peaches 
and grapes, and by processing and producing juices from them locally as long as 
they are easy to get. 


[Question] After all we have learned about the hidden secrets and dangers of im- 
ported processed foods, there is no doubt that many will think twice before con- 
suming them, Until we get to have food processing plants, is there a temporary 
canning method which the ordinary person can carry out in his own home? 


[Answer] The truth is that nutritionally, fresh vegetables and fruits are a lot 
better than similar canned foods to which coloring substances and additives have 
been introduced, But if we are compelled to use canned foods, then it is better 

to process them at home without adding any additives, sweeteners, acids or coloring 
substances, We can do this by getting a pot or a special vessel and then using cans 
with certain diameters and tops. The fruits or vegetables are cut into pieces and 
put in the cans which are half filled with water and placed in the pot or vessel and 
steam heated until all the water evaporates. When the water evaporates and the cans 
are sealed tightly, then the food, with its vitamins, can be preserved for 3 years, 
This method nourishes the beneficial enzymes and hampers harmful bacteria, It is 
the best method for home processing. 
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UNITED ARAB EALKATES 


NEW STATE-RUN OL[L COMPANY MAY NOT ABSOAB EMPLOYERS OF PREVIOUS OWNERS 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 30 Dec 60 p 3 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GAS LLQULPACTION PLANT IMPROVEMENTS LISTED 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 27 Dec 80 p 1 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


DUST LRFPECTS OF CEMENT FACTORIES DISCUSSED 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD itn Arable 4 Nov 80 p 3 


lArticle by Ibrahim Ahmad: "When Will Citizens’ Suffering Prom Dust of Cement 
Factories End; Many Families and Thousands of Livestock Threatened by Environmental 
Pollution; Sharjah Cement Factory Filter to Start Operating in One Month; In Ra's 
al-Khaimah Factory: Three Filters and New Steps to Eliminate Problem"| 


|\Text]) In Sharjah and ka's al-Khaymah, many families experience a similar problem 
caused by the dust rising from the two cement factories, turning the life of these 
families into torture and threatening their farms and livestock with death, They 

are suffering from environmental pollution with all its sertous effects and conse- 
quences, 


AL-ITI THAD can assure the inhabitants in the areas close to the Shariah factory that 
their problem will be solved before the end of this mouii: and after the inetallation 
of a tilter that can retain 99 percent of the duet. Tasks on the filter have already 
been started and it will be tnaugurated in the next few days, 


iwo new filters will also be installed next year in Ra's al-Khaymah factory. Thies 
factory has been concerned with inetalling filters from the outset and this is why 
the percentage of the dust it emits is lower. 


When this ia done, we will have eliminated two sources of environmental pollution 
and will have contributed to solving a serious problem from which the citizens have 
suffered throughout recent years, 


Can you Imagine the extent of the suffering of the inhabitants living near the cement 
factory’ 


[Can you imagine] how they are compelled to close their doors and windows day and 
night’ 


[Can you tmagine] how the dust blinds the sheep and the livestock and causes them 
to be run over by cars on the road? 


Why is the school compelled to close its doors? 
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These questions are anewered by the residents of the area of aleSaq'ah and al- 
baday and by the bedoulne who Live around the Sharjah cement factory which te 
located on al-Dhid highway near the airport and at a distance of nearly 20 kilo» 
meters from the clty, 


Muhaye ‘Ali ibn Jannah says: "I live in the low-economy housing located across 
from the factory. We euffer moet harehly from the dust which turne into whirl- 
winds of ash that make it impossible to see, cover the highway and cause care 
passing on the highway to kill our Livestock," 


Mahayr adds that the dust at times causes the school to be closed because the 
teachers cannot carry on with their work, It aleo exposes our life to danger, 


Dust and Flies 


Rashid ‘Ali Salim Bad'ah says: Our lunge are filled with dust and we inhale dust 
day and night. Many of the residents of the low-economy housing in al-Saq'ah have 
been forced to abandon their homes and to escape with their lives, sheep herds and 
Livestock by going to an area 20 kilometers beyond the factory. We have been suf} 
fering from this problem for 4 years, This ia in addition to our suffering from 
the flies and the bad odore created by the chicken farm located close to us, Our 
food is polluted and flies and dust are posing a threat to our lives and our food, 
Thies is why we are forced to close our doors and windows all the time to protect 
our lives, 


Air Conditioners Blow Dust 


Even the air conditioners blow dust on us, says Ma'tuq ibn Muhammad, adding: We 
don't know what to do. We were born on thie land and we cling to our homes, A 
solution must be found to our problem. We were Living in this area before the 
factory was built, 


Even insecticides cannot eliminate the bad odors and the flies from which we suf- 
fer as a result of the presence of the chicken farm. The grass on which the Live 
stock graze is full of dust and this poses a threat to our Lives and the life of 
our livestock, 


Seedlings Affected 


Even the seedlings in the Sharjah municipality nursery have been affected by the 
accumulation of cement dust on their leaves, This accumulation affects the growth 
rate of the emall seedlings which require suitable conditions for their growth and 
also require constant care, but the interaction of the cement dust with the hu- 
midity forms a cement layer on the plants. Even the traffic signs on the highway 
are covered by dust. 


This is confirmed by Engineer Kif'at Nasif, the head of the Agriculture Department 
in Sharjah Municipality. 


Sheep Die 
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Dr 'Uthman Yusuf Abue'Akar, the head of the municipality's Health Section says that 
he haw personally investigated on the apot the farmers’ complaint that thetr sheep 
die because they eat wastes, including some wastes from the cement factory. We have 
lasued etrict inatructiona for the tnetneration and burtal of these wastes, 


The head of the Health Section saya that the inhalation of cement dust ta harmful 
to the lunge and exposes a person to chronic diseases, 


Urgent Solution 


When we presented the problem to the offictale of the National Industries Company 
which owns the factory, (bravin Bbetafia), the company's general director, said; 
Conatruction of the factory was atarted in 1975 after a decision had been made to 
bulld it in 19/73, The low-economy housing was not present in the area then, In 
19/4, we decided to inetall a filter to prevent dust emission, The work is almost 
completed and the phase of testing has started, The filter will be put into opera- 
tion before the end of this month and will retain 99 percent of the dust that we 
nee now, The construction and tnetallation of the filter has cost 6 million dirhams, 
The filter in mide of tron plates over which oxygen ia passed to retain the dust, 

He adds that there is in the area a workers’ camp which includes 220 workers, some 
of whom Live there with their families, and that the factory doctor Lives with them, 
The health of none of them has been affected by the dust which leaves its traces 

on roots, buildings and furniture but does not cause health hazards. In my opinion, 
thie dust le some kind of fertilizer for plants! 


Huge Investments 


The picture in Ra's al-Khaymah factory is very different, Filters are installed 
on the three furnaces and the quantity of the dust they emit is less, 


When we presented the problem to Shaykh Saqr ibn Khalid al-Qasimi, the deputy chair- 
man of the factory's Board of Directors, he said: The factory contains three fur- 
naces, The first and second furnaces emit emall quantities of dust, The third 
furnace, which le the largest, used to emit dust but after some modifications on 

the filter, this furnace no longer emits any dust, 


Shaykh Sager added: We have allocated large investments in the company's 1981 bud- 
get to change the (ilters and to purchase modern purification equipment which will 
be inatalled next year, 


Shakyh Saqr ibn Khalid al-Qasimi has also said that the filter installed on the 
third furnace has cost 4 million dirhams and that two filters of the same type will 
be inetalled on the first and second furnaces. Complaints from dust have diminished 
and we, on our part, ineure [presumably meaning provide health insurance) for all 
the workers, The factory has an industrial safety officer and we hold meetings with 
the Mintatry of Health, 


Causes of Dust 


Ae to what causes the generation of this dust, tne deputy chairman of the Board of 
Directors has said that the materials extracted from Ra's al-Khaymah hills generate 
thie dust when processed, This is why we will import equipment manufactured espe- 
clally to process these raw materials, Moreover, the dust is emitted when water 








or electrictty supplies are cut off at times because the water ta uned to cool the 
filter which needs large quantities of water throughout the 24 hours of the day, 


International etudles have proven that cement dust ie not hazardous to health or to 
crope and that sea water ia not fit for cooling because it ruins the filters, The 
deputy chairman of the factory's hoard of Directors adds that the current rate of 
purifileation in the third furnace te 99 percent and in the firat and second turnaces 
9/ percent and that the equipment which we will purchase will be deatgned to elimi- 
nate dust completely and will be sultable for our local raw materiale, 


What Do Victims Say’ 


Sa'id Kashid: Cement dust in the areas of Shuway'!, Dayah and Khawr Khuwayr harme 
our chi dren, especially since these areas contain quarries that release thick dust 
which Invades our homes, annoys use and exposes our children and livestock to danger, 
We find no alternative but to close our doors and windows, 


Ahmad thn Salim: The dust annoys us and we trust that the factory management and 
otftictale will solve this problem and put an end to our troubles, 


Ibrahim Ahmad Muhammad: The dust has hurt the date palms, sheep herds and live- 
atock, 


it also annoys use in our homes, The water we drink ia mixed sith dust and the dates 
are covered with dust. Even our food is covered with dust, When the quarries 
operate, they fill the air with pollution and etifling substances, 


Muhammad Khamia Wakali from al-Rame: The dust affects our children's health and 
our food and water, 


We agree with the citizens in al-Saq'ah, al-Baday, Sha'am, Khawr Khuwayr, al-Kama, 
Dayah and Shuway'! and adopt their problem, We are also confident that the offictals 
are exerting serious efforts to solve this problem and put an end to the citizens’ 
troubles and suffering resulting from environmental pollution with cement dust and 
from the bad odors and flies generated by the chicken farms, If the official's 
promises are fulfilled, we will thank them, But if implementation is delayed, we 
will again return to talk about these problems and will never despair because we 
have experienced this problem and have met with all the parties involved, 
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UNITED AKAB MALRATHS 


BKIEVS 


NEW OLL REVINERY«-Abu Dhabi, Vri,--The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 1a constructing 
a new refinery at Al Rowles region which will start production during the fourth 
quarter of 1961, the UAR news agency said today, The refinery will reach the 
stage of maximum production of 130,000 barrela a day towards the end of 1982, 

the agency said, Sources at Abu Dhabi National 011 Company (ADNOC) eaid the refin- 
ery will tater be expanded to produce 240,000 barrela a day, Eighty five per 
cent of the refinery's output will be exported from a sea port which will cater 
for four tankers at the same time while 15 per cent will be exported through the 
land route, The refinery will cost $550 million and will be operated by 600 Arab 
engineers and technielans, A spokesman for the project said ‘Al Rowets' refinery 
will absorb five per cent of Abu Dhabi's total crude production, [as publ ished] 
In another development, it was reported that the Abu Dhabi fund for Arab Keonomic 
Development (ADVAKD) will finance a number of projects in South Yemen, The 
financing arrangements were discussed by the Vund's chief Nasser Al-Nowelel with 
fouth Yemen's constructions minieter Abu Bake Al-Atas in light of the feasibility 
studies prepared for those projects, At present the Fund ie providing about $47 
million finance for electric power generation and a new port in South Yemen,~-~- 
Kuna [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in Englieh 20 Dee 80 p 2} 


ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRAL BANK~~The UAK Currency board has been replaced by a 
Central Bank with the board's Managing Director, Abdel-Malik al-Hamr as the 
bank's firet governor, an official spokeeman told REUTERS last week, Sheikh 
Surour bin Mohammed, the Chamberlain of the Umtrates'’ President, is to be 
Chairman of the Central bank, the spokeeman added, Moves to set up 4 Central 
bank in the UAR have been hanging fire since the banking Liquidity crisis in the 
Pmirates in 1977, After help from the IMP, legislation to establiah the bank 
was approved in July, Bankers quoted by REUTERS said they did not expect the 
change would lead immediately to dramatic measures but they predicted a gradua) 
tightening of banking regulations and the introduction of more sophisticated money 
market techniques, [Text] [Partie AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 

29 Dec BO p 6) 


INVESTMENT PLANS IN INDIA@~-A joint UAE-Indian commission which met in New Delhi 
last week ie expected to be the harbinger of major investments by the UAE in 
Indian ventures, including an of! refinery, The refinery, with an annual through- 
put of 12 million tonnes, ise to be built on India's western coast and will be 

the country's largest, It will be jointly owned by the Indian and UAE govern- 
ments, which will have equal shares, Crude oi) for the refinery ie to be sup- 
plied by the UAK, UAE investments in India could amount eventually to several 
billion dollara, according to a report from the Indian capital, The two 
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deleyations alao decided to eatabliah a direet reduction tron project in the AE 
which wlll use ladilan ore and there were discusstons on investments in hotels 
and hoaplitale in india, The Indian [avestment Centre 16 expected to open an 
oiflee in the UAK to explore turther investment opportunities, Recent changes tn 
Indian lawe permit: oll-exporting countries to acquire shareholdings of up to 40 
per cent in indian development projects without providing the transfer of tech-~ 
nology which lodla requires from other countries, UAK Foreign Minister Rashid 
Abdullah al-Noatmi led hie country's delegation and chatred the joint commission 
meeting, The lodian delegation was headed by External Affairs Miniteter P V 
Narashinha Kao, One outcome of the meeting wae an agreement by the UA to 

supply India with 1,5 million tonnes of crude of] in 1961 to help make up for 

the interruption of Lrantan and traql shipments, The UAR te also examining 
proposale for long-term arrangements to export crude ofl to India, The VAK Ie 
the {iret country to take advantage of a recent liberalisation of Lavestment laws 
in Indla desliyned apectitleally to attract petrodollar tnvestments, The report 
from New Delhi indicated that Kuwait was expected to follow the UAE's example 
shortly, in addition to tovestments, the UAK te also examining possible ald 
projects for tadta and « team from the Arab Fund for Keonomic and Social Develop- 
ment te to vielt the country, the report stated, [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO in Fnyliah 29 Dec 80 p 6] 


DEVELOVMENT FUND DOUBLES CAPLTAL--Managing ‘treetor of Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab 
Koonomte Development CADFAED) Nasatr Al Nuwele gaid the board of directors of the 
fund would discuss at ite next meeting the lesue of doubling its capital to 

Dh, 4,000 million, We eatd that the Pund had granted loans totalling Dh, 3,800 
million since ite Ineeption tn 1974, In 1980, it granted loans totalling Dh, 
1,005,/ million, te aatd, We added that the Fund had granted loans exceeding its 
capital of Dh, 2,000 million whieh necessitated the doubling of its capital to 
Dh, 4,000 million, Thies atep te in accordance with the directive of His Highness 
Vreaident Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan on the need to provide more loans to 
developing countries tor thelr developmental projects, Nuwels said, Meanwhile, 
the Fund has finalteed ite final report on loans and assistance signed during 
1980 which total Dh, 1,0005,7 million, The break-up of the loans is as follows: 
CKulnea-Bbissau (Dh, 12 million), Jordan (Dh, 19 million), Gambia (Dh. 2.7 million), 
South Yemen (Dh, 172,59 million), North Yemen (Dh, 37.5 million), Mauritania 

(Dh, 24 milllon), Turkey (Dh, 100 million), Cape Verde Islands (Dh. 4 million), 
and Lesotho (Dh, 67.5 million), Aceording to the report, ADFPAED granted loans 
and aselatance to Arab countries totalling Dh, 2,734.913 million, African coun- 
tries Dh, 143.9 militon and Astan countries Dh, 3.6 aillion, besides Dh, 28 
million to Malta, {[Text|) [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 29 Dec 80 p 3) 


RESULTS OF CENSUS--The UAE's population has increased by 86.5 percent over the 

tant 5 years--from 590,887 in 1975 to 1,040,275 in 1980, according to the first 
eatimates of the census held last month, Announcing the results of the census 

at a press conference in Abu Dhabl yesterday, the minister of planning, Mr Sa'id 
al-Chabbash, census operation was completed with remarkable success, with the 
active cooperation and help of the people and the media, According to the census, 
the total population comprises 717,475 males and 322,600 females in the country. 
Other demographic data revealed that there were 180,943 families, 149,538 buildings 
constating of 216,413 housing unite and 50,279 establishments in private and public 
sectors, The country's population i estimated to rige to 1.14 million by 1982 
and to 1,224 million by 1985, according to census projections, {(Excerpt} [GF041245 


Dubayy KHALEK! TIMES in English 4 Jan 61 p 1) 
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EMIRATE OLL ORGANIZATION «= The EMIRATES NEWS AGENCY has pointed out that the pre- 
sident of the state, Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan Aal Nuhayyan, has issued a law estab- 
lishing the General Emirates Petroleum Organization with a capital of 800 million 
dirhams ($216.2 million), It said that the new organization would begin exercising 
its activities at the start of the coming year and would be managed by a board of 
directors headed by the minister of petroleum and mineral resources and including 
undersecretaries of a number of ministries as members, It added that the organiza- 
tion would take charge of marketing, shipping, noe and distributing petro! eum 
products in all areas of the country, determining their quantities and the areas 
where they are stored, /Excerpt/ /| uwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 30 Nov 80 p 6/ 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


THREE NEW GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES 
San'a' AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 18 Oct 80 p 6 


[Article by ‘Ali ‘Abbas Basha in the column "Diary of the Revolution": "The New 
Features of the New Government") 


[Text] The next phase, which demands that all of use expend efforts in order that 
another five-year plan be implemented, will bring Yemen a considerable degree of 
self-sufficiency in terms of what it needs in order to establish a society which 
will be successfully modernized by meane of modernization in all realms of its sys- 
tem of administration. 


1, The new government, headed by ite prime minister, Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani, 
now has three new institutions which are extremely important and vital for Yemen's 
economic and social development and its comprehensive growth, Although these in- 
stitutions existed before, the form in which they currently exist is something which 
ie quite different in terms of content and in terme of what these institutions can 
accomplish. For example, local administration is handled by the Bureau of Pro- 
vincital Affaire, and the previous system of local administration, which was within 
the government's organization chart, has been abolished, The fact that it has 
reappeared means that the new government is insistent upon forcefully and effect ive- 
ly improving ite system of administration in areas where the presence of the 
government is felt. This is to be achieved, on the one hand, through relations 
between the county supervisors and the provinces, and, on the other hand, through 
the relationship of the provinces to the system of local administration, This 

will conetitute the axis of communications between the central government and the 
provinces which will undertake their role of representing the system of local 

rule. The result will be a relationship which includes exchange of opinions con- 
cerning local issues, and thie will decrease the intensity and number of probleme 
and facilitate solutions in line with the next phase of our country's history. 


This next phase will demand that all of us expend efforts in order that another 
five-year plan be implemented and in order that Yemen achieve a considerable degree 
of self-sufficiency in terms of what it needs in order to establish a society 

which will be successfully modernized by means of modernization in all realms of 
ite system of administration. Thies includes the local administration which today 
has taken on a new form which is of considerable value, This is especially so be- 
cause ite present form of existence hae been preceded by the appointment of 

county supervisors from among police officers who have brought our country a lot of 
stability and have demonstrated a capability which we should be proud of, 
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We should also appreciate all of those county supervisors, who were chosen from 
among police and security officers, who have loyally and sincerely shouldered thelr 
responsibilities, They have demonstrated a capability which will be proudly made 
mention of by histortane of Yemen's state admintatration., And the things that they 
will achleve in the future, within the realm of local administration, will be even 
more admirable since thie type of cooperation will serve as a model for everyone 
to follow when working toward serving Yemen's beat Iintereste, 


2. The Mintetry of Civil Service and Adminietrative Reform ia the second inet ltu- 
tion which has taken on a new form in the new government's administrative chart, 
Ite name indicates that there will be changes and that a stop will be put to the 
mistakes which have constituted barriers of a sort on the road toward the develop- 
ment which everyone ie interested in achleving. The Public Chancellery for Govern- 
ment Employees’ Affairs, as shown by its name, was an institution which was not 
keeping pace with the admintetrative changes required by the expansion undertaken 
by the government in the realms of public facilities, service institutions, govern- 
ment agencies, as well ae public, private, and mixed [partly public and party 
private] inetitutions, The reason for thie is that any public chancellery estab- 
lished in order to render services for an administrative appartus of limited size 
cannot meet the demands brought on by the expansion of government agencies, the 
large number of government officlals, and the necessity to hire employees with 
expertise and to increase the qualifications of ite personnel, This is why the 
Ministry of Civil Service and Admintetrative Reform is something which meets our 
demands for developing our administrative system and increasing its efficiency. 
This will be done by improving the quality of its personnel and by utilizing and 
employing outside experts. 


All of this is in line with the development and modernization being experienced by 
Yemen's government administration. One of the most important uses of these outside 
experts will be the creation of local counterparts and the utilization of gifted 
young people in these various realms of administration. This can be done because 
our country today, praise be to God, has many local people who are highly qualified, 
The only thing which we need to do is to take these qualified young people and 
systematically organize them into the framework of our administrative system in 
accordance with the various fields which they have specialized in. 


In our developing and changing society, which has a lot to offer, the Ministry 

of Civil Service and Administrative Reform will be achieving many accomplishments 

in the field of administration and will be eliminating the barriers which stand as 
an obstacle on the path to development. A coherent and strong system of administra- 
tion, which has qualified people and people with expertise who realize what develop- 
ment is all about, is the firm foundation needed for building any lofty civilization, 
A successful system of administration is more important than heavy and light in- 
dustry, more important than aviation and space technology, and more important than 
all such things. In fact, we could say that “in the beginning there was the admini- 
atration,” in the same way that the Bible says “in the beginning there was the 
word.” What this means is that the real criterion for measuring any ancient or 
modern society is that of its system of administration. 
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Without a vysetem of admintatration it te impossible to achleve the great anpira 
tions of bullding a soctlety which te guided by order and law in all of Ito practi 
cal and day«toeday actlons and functions, We hope that the Minietry of Civil 
Service and Admintetrative Reform will achleve the success which will make Yomen': 
government admlnletration more modern and more highly developed. 


3, Atter the glortous September 26 Revolution, government services were greatly 
expanded, So much so that te a person took the time to ponder the past and the 
present, he would be astounded at the rapid and tremendous expansion which has 
occurred in all realem of services in general, and particularly in the realm o! 
expanston of electricity services, Before the revolution, 95 percent of Yemen's 
towns had no electricity. In fact, electricity only existed in Ta'izz, San'a', 
al-Huday-dah, Ibb, and Hajjah. It was there beginning with the late fifties, was 
on a wmall seale, provided Lighting for only a few hours in the early evening, 
and the electrical capacity was not enough to accommodate modern household appli- 
ances, This electrical capacity would not even be enough to support | percent of 
the workshops which currently exist in only one of our cities. But today, Yemen's 
citles have electricity and 99.5 percent of Yemen's rural areas have Lighting and 
electctleal power, For this reason, the new government now has a ministry of 
electricity and has added to it a water and sweage agency which is vitally needed 
in order to deal with current and future demands, 


Electricity te one of the most important foundations of modern life. The presence 
of electricity te what brings about the establishment of modern industry. And 
water resources provide for the existence of an agriculture which keeps pace with 
the country's development programs. Considering all of this, we then realize the 
importance of the creation of the Ministry of Electricity, Water, and Sewage which 
has become a part of the new government's cabinet. The existence of the Ministry 
of Electricity is evidence of our degree of modernization and is an indication of 
how government services have been expanded. It also shows what the new government 
intends to do in the realm of energy and, in particular, how it will expand this 
realm. Also, the government intends to improve and purify our drinking water and 
to then make it available to the various towns and villages of the Republic. Like- 
wise, the goveriment intends to rebuild and renovate our cities and expand and im- 
prove their sewage systems in order to guarantee a healthy environment--one of the 
most important problema which preoccupy the contemporary world, The Ministry of 
Electricity, Water, and Sewage is the third institution to which I was referring 
at the beginning of this article. We are pointing out what is new in the govern- 
ment headed by Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al'Iryani, the prime minister, and we are optimis- 
tic that thie government will achieve important gains in the realm of development. 
And we are pointing out what was accomplished by the government of his predeces 
sor, Mr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Ghani, in terms of vital projects implemented during 
the last 5 years. And we are mentioning everything in keeping with our morals 

and cultural values, 
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